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VALLEY FORGE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE SYLLABUS 
For help in viewing the electronic version of this syllabus 

(available at my web site) place your cursor here
 

Ph213 PHILOSOPHY
3 credits; spring, Anno Domini 2001; Period 1; 7:30-8:45 ante meridiem; Tue, Thur; Room 101

Valley Forge Christian College, 1401 Charlestown Road, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania 19460

Bruce R. Marino MA, PhD, Prof
	REAL CONTACT Faculty Building Office 208; Hours: 8:15-10:15 Mon, Wed, Fri; and by appointment

	PHONE CONTACT Office: 610-917-1449; Fax: 610-935-9353

	INTERNET CONTACT (click these links with your browser engaged)  Email: brmarino@vfcc.edu
Web Site: http://www.brmarino.intranets.com (scroll to bottom and use the registration code “Welcome”)
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	WELCOME!


Hello and welcome you to our course in Philosophy.  Philosophy is the ancient and modern discipline of the “love of wisdom.”  In this course, we’ll look at five main topics that are fundamental to being full and creative persons and servants of Christ.  (1) What are the teachings of the great philosophers past and present, east and west, Christian and otherwise, etc?  (History of philosophy.)  (2) What makes for good thinking?  What about logic, certainty, science, and the like?  (Epistemology.)  (3) What is reality: stuff and spirit, mind and matter, essence and appearance, etc?  (Metaphysics.)  (4) What about religious belief?  (Philosophy of Religion and Apologetics.)  (5) How do you know and choose what is right as an individual and a society?  (Ethics.)  These are just some of the questions – but a large part of the joy!  We’ll learn to think on our own and “outside the box.”  We’ll also learn that philosophy profoundly affects everything: the way we live, what we believe, how we raise our children, politics, economics, counseling, science, even love.  You see, we all have a philosophy that guides us.  In this class, we’ll learn to have a better one and to understand others more.  So, welcome to this exciting, life-long adventure of “loving wisdom!”


We will use a modified mastery approach to learning with repeatable assignments at each grade level in order to gain a strong grasp on the material from basic terms to research skills.  We will also use technology such as the Internet to communicate, research, evaluate, and learn.  (Do visit my web site!) 


I look forward to a wonder-filled time of hard work and intellectual and spiritual learning and adventure.  God bless! 
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Ph 213.  3 credits.  A survey of the fundamentals of philosophy, including: reasoning and knowledge (epistemology), reality (metaphysics), major thinkers and themes (history of philosophy), philosophy in relation to religion (philosophy of religion and apologetics), and the study of what is right and good (ethics).
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In harmony with VFCC's mission “to prepare individuals for a life of service and leadership," the student shall acquire the knowledge, skills, and affects relevant to the course topics as demonstrated by the following.

1. Recognize, define, recall, describe, and distinguish concepts in the Glossary; evaluated by “Data Understanding Surveys” (“DUS”s or tests) at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “D”). 

2. Answer specific questions and defend specific positions utilizing standard texts; evaluated by short essays based on assigned readings at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “C”).

3. Formulate a thesis or an hypothesis and identify and research related secondary and primary sources; evaluated by a written thesis or hypothesis and research notes at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “B”).

4. Compose, communicate, and argue a polemical position; evaluated by a formal written project at the 90% level (see: Requirements, For an “A”).

5. Reflect upon and apply this material intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, special assignments, and service learning (see: Requirements, Essential Notes). 
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Geisler, Norman L. and Paul D. Feinberg.  Introduction to Philosophy, A Christian Perspective.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1987.



An excellent introduction to the whole field of philosophy by a very capable Christian philosopher.

Marino, Bruce R.  “A Philosophy Enchiridion.”  Phoenixville, PA: Bruce R. Marino, 2001.



The professor’s class notes.

Rae, Scott.  Moral Choices.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000.



A very practical approach to ethics.

Stroble, Lee.  Case for Faith.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000.



A journalist looks at the case for Christianity, examining the key challenges to the faith.
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Chalk, computer media, debates, diagrams, discussions, exercises, groups, guest speakers, humor, Internet research and group projects, lectures, overheads, prayer, reading, slides, student “encouragers,” stuffies, tests, videos, writing.  We will also be “linking” with other classes, faculty, and specialists from outside the College.
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See the Outline (below) for due dates.

( For a “D”  Achieve 1 of 4 DUSs at 80% (based on the attached Glossary). 

* This will help you gain a basic vocabulary, understanding, and overview of the entire subject.  Goal 1.

· DUS  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Understanding Surveys based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.
( For a “C”  Achieve a D and do 4 ESSAYS at 80% (formal, assigned below). 
* This helps you engage your textbooks, prepare for class, and develop thoughtful reading skills.  Goal 2.
· (1) Fallacies.  Find or make up examples to illustrate 4 of the logical fallacies mentioned in the Glossary at an 80% level.  (2) Truth.  Citing pages in Geisler ch 7 and Marino argue for one of the ways of knowing an 80% level.  (3)  Evangelism.  Citing pages in Marino and Stroble formulate 4 answers to an intellectual skeptic who disbelieves the inspiration of Scripture at an 80% level.  (4) Rules.  Citing pages in Geisler and Feinberg ch 23-27 and Rae, describe your basis for ethical decision making at an 80% level.

( For a “B”  Achieve a C and do RESEARCH at 80% (8 pieces of research from 4 sources).
* This helps you develop research skills.  We’ll consult on topics and the Library Staff will assist you!  Goal 3.
· RESEARCH  Submit a thesis or an hypothesis and related research notes (with page references and annotated bibliography) using 8 sources, including a primary source (where the author presents their own position).  Specifically:  (1) Two chapters, each one from different books excluding class texts.  (2) Two articles from a specialist dictionary(ies) or encyclopedia.  (3) Two articles a journal(s).  (4) Two Internet sites.  (*) You must also provide evidence of use for “OCLC,” http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/.
( For an “A”  Achieve a B and do a PROJECT at 90% (formal “paper” of 10 pages with 16 cited references).
* This helps you develop communication, analytical, and argumentation skills.  Goal 4.
· PROJECT  Submit a polemical research project based on your B level work, with at least 10 pages of text and 16 cited, annotated references (including class texts).  

ESSENTIAL NOTES  Goal 5.
· If you have disabilities or special challenges, please contact the professor immediately.

· SERVICE LEARNING  There is no departmental requirement, but you may discuss the existence of God with an atheist and write a reflection paper for 1 point of extra credit.  Goal 4.
· Unexcused absences of more than 2, 3, 4, and 5 weeks reduces course grade by one letter.  Lateness or leaving early equals 1/2 absence and class disturbance 1 week.  College activities (sports, etc.) are unexcused.

· For all C, B, and A requirements.  (1) Use approved course topics.  (2) Formal MLA form and style are required for grading.  See “Frequently Asked Questions
,” the MLA manual, and use the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.  (3) Email as Word attachments.  As the document name, the email subject line, and to the right of your name in the MLA heading use: your VFCC email address, course number, requirement title (in underlined, bold, caps; above).  Example: b_bear@vfcc.edu ph213 fallacies  Click here for details on pg 8  (4) You may revise and resubmit until the due date.  Put your revised requirement at the end of corrected document I email back to you.  I usually grade and email back within 24 hours.  
· Unexcused, late work (after 4:30 p.m.) loses 5% per 24 hours and is not accepted after the last, regular class day.

· Extra credit may be applied where needed most.  (For a first assignment: as a group of 2-5 students, prepare a PowerPoint presentation describing a major figure or concept relevant to this class.)

· Backup and keep copies of everything until you have received an appropriate, final grade from the Registrar. 
· If you question any grade, see me.  I happily will reconsider without any risk of a grade reduction to you.

· Attempting higher grades and demonstrating interest encourages the professor to graciousness.  Note Goal 3.
· Electronically posted grade summaries will be available on the Web with a personal code number at any time.
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Our class meets for approximately 37 hours.  You should spend a minimum of twice as many hours (74) studying outside of class.  A useful schedule by requirement may be: D: 16 hours, C: 16, B: 16 hours, A: 26 hours.

z
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· Aug 23, Course introduction.

· Sep 7.  Fallacies.  Find or make up examples to illustrate 4 of the logical fallacies mentioned in the Glossary at an 80% level.  

· Sep 13 (no final), DUS  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Understanding Surveys based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.

· Study specific philosophers, have Geisler and Feinberg read.

· Consultation.  We begin our consultation on B (and, by extension, A) level topics.  Have some ready!

· Sep 21.  Truth.  Citing pages in Geisler ch 7 argue for one of the ways of knowing an 80% level.  

· Sep 27 (no final), DUS  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Understanding Surveys based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.

· Oct 12.  Evangelism.  Citing pages in Stroble formulate 4 answers to an intellectual skeptic who disbelieves the inspiration of Scripture at an 80% level.  

· Oct 26 (no final), DUS  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Understanding Surveys based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.

· Study Apologetics, have Stroble read.

· Nov 2 (no final), DUS  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Understanding Surveys based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.

· Nov 9, RESEARCH  Submit a thesis or an hypothesis and related research notes (with page references and annotated bibliography) using 8 sources, including a primary source (where the author presents their own position).  Specifically (you may limit your work to our Storms Center and Ashcroft Library):  (1) Two chapters, each one from different books in our Library excluding class texts.  (2) Two articles from a specialist dictionary(ies) or encyclopedia.  (3) Two articles a journal(s) with evidence of an electronic database search (e.g. ATLA).  (4) Two Internet sites.
· Nov 16.  Rules.  Citing pages in Geisler and Feinberg ch 23-27 and Rae, describe your basis for ethical decision making at an 80% level.

· Study Ethics, have Rae read.

· Nov 30, PROJECT  Submit a polemical research project based on your B level work, with at least 10 pages of text and 16 cited, annotated references (including class texts).  

· Dec 7, The last day to submit any assignments, even with late penalty.  Note that there is no final in this class.

	Grade Recorder
	
	Page 1


	Requirement
	Grades:     1          2          3         4
	Highest
	+ EC?
	Final Grade

	DUS administrations
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= D

	Fallacies revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Truth revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+  
	= C

	Evangelism revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Rules revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Research revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= B

	Project revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 90+
	= A

	Extra Credit at least 1 is assigned
	
	
	
	
	Add extra credit where needed most!
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Frequently Asked Questions INDEX

	How do I to prepare for tests (and DUSs!)?
	How do I do written work?

	What about form and style?
	What are the basic bibliographic forms?

	How does the Professor evaluate?
	What about illness scheduling conflicts?

	How do I do email submissions?
	


How do I to prepare for tests (and DUSs!)?  FAQ Index
· In general.  Pray, rest, and be confident.  You can do it!

· In class.  (1) Sit up front.  (2) Be interactive.  (3) Consider lectures as study times.  (4) Take outline notes.  (5) Stay a few minutes afterward to review what you’ve learned.

· In studying.  (1) Identify essential sources.  (2) Reduce to key ideas and use outlines.  (3) Use cards, cartoons, audio tapes, songs, etc to memorize.  (4) Study in periods of 20-60 minutes.  (5) Before sleeping can be effective.  (6) Do all-nighters early in the semester.  (7) Use study groups.  (8) Study in classroom to reduce test stress.  (9) Ask questions of the professor.

· In testing.  (1) Code answer sheet.  (2) Read carefully.  (3) Do easy ones first.  (5) Guess by elimination.

How do I do written work?  FAQ Index
· Preparation.  (1) Pray unceasingly.  (2) Be sure you know the conditions of the assignment.  (3) Check with the study center if you think this might be useful.

· Choosing a topic.  Unless a topic is already assigned, choose a course controversy!  (1) Initially: read your textbooks, talk to students, and choose something interesting.  (2) Check basic sources: dictionaries and encyclopedia within your field.  (3) Develop a thesis or hypothesis.  (4) Discuss your topic with you professor.

· Doing research.  (1) Collect bibliography: books, journals or periodical articles, and the Internet.  Remember that each of these sources may have their own bibliographies that can lead you to further sources.  (2) Start with dictionaries, encyclopedia, and small works first.  (It is easier to get the big picture this way.)  (3) Be sure to consult the following sources: class texts, dictionaries and encyclopedia in the field, syllabus bibliography, Faculty Bibliography, library card file, periodical indices (especially: ATLA, RIO, RIT, OTA, NTA), professor, Internet.  (4) Take notes on note cards or on your computer.

· Writing.  (1) Review note cards.  (2) Write outline.  (3) Sort cards.  (4) Fill holes.  (5) Write, edit, submit!

What about form and style?  FAQ Index
Note!  (1) Check your style manual for full details!  (2) Inadequacy in these matters prevents grading!!! 

· Form.  Make a good appearance good without strange fonts, light ink in hard copies, etc.  Use 12 point type. Use 1” margins all around.  Do not justify the right margin.  Use the MLA (Modern Language Association) heading (Name, Prof, Class, date) and header (last name and page number in upper right).  

· Style.  Generally, avoid “I.”  (If it is not your writing, there are larger problems to consider!)  When giving dates place AD before or BC after; preferably use BCE and CE after.  Italicize or underline transliterations.  Avoid gender bias by using “humanity,” etc.  Don’t! use contractions (.  

· Citations.  Avoid sequential references, except where necessary.  Cite words and ideas if they appear in less than 3 sources known to you: one volume works (Lastname #), Multiple volume (Lastname #:#).  Cite authors the authors of the sections you use, not editors.  Avoid sequential or repeated citations whenever possible.  They are used only if necessary in descriptions.  Use correct Biblical abbreviations and only in ().

· Quotations.  Quote another's words if they are important, clear, or beautiful; otherwise, summarize!  (Again the 3 other sources rule.)  Use an ellipsis (3 dots for quotes less than a phrase . . . or 4 if more . . . .) to indicate words you left out of the middle of a quote.  “Use quotation.”  When the quote ends a sentence, put the punctuation within the quote marks, unless it changes the meaning.  If the quote is more than 4 lines use a “block quote.”  Indent the quote 10 spaces from the left.  Do not use quote marks.  Citation is after last punctuation. 

· Bibliographic considerations.  Avoid English dictionaries and Bibles in bibliography unless you are citing specific ones, translations, etc.  Separate bibliography into works cited and works consulted sections.  Annotate all works (see below). 
Note the MLA (Modern Language Association) web site http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm. 

· What are the basic bibliographic forms?  FAQ Index  Use these basic forms and your style manual.

Burdick, Donald W.  “James.”  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  Vol. 12.  Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981.  12 vols.  161.  [Work in a multi-volume anthology]

Annotations begin here.  The first line is indented 10, the rest 5.  Complete sentences are not necessary.  If not obvious, describe the subject and section read.  Always comment critically.  

Carson, D. A.  When Jesus Confronts the World: An Exposition of Matthew 8-10.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1987.  [1 author, 1 volume]
---.  The Farewell Discourse and Final Prayer of Jesus: An Exposition of John 14-17.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980.  [Next work in alphabetical order by previous author]
Harnack, Adolf.  Outlines of the History of Dogma.  Trans. / Ed. / Eds. Edwin Knox Mitchell.  Boston: Beacon, 1957.  [1 author, 1 volume, with translator[s] or editor[s]; use Trans., Ed., Eds. as appropriate]

Harris, R. L.  “James.”  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.  [Signed encyclopedia or dictionary article - place and publisher are optional for well known works]
Hawthorne, Gerald F.  Philippians.  Word Biblical Commentary 43.  Waco, TX: Word, 1983.  [Separate volume in a series]

Huey, F. B. Jr., and Bruce Corley.  A Student’s Dictionary for Biblical and Theological Studies.  Grand Rapids: Academie, 1983.  [2 authors / co-authors, or more, of 1 volume]
Moo, Douglas.  “James.”  Evangelical Commentary on the Bible.  Ed. Walter A. Elwell.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.  1150.  [Article in an anthology: individual sections by individual authors]
“Wesley Center for Applied Theology.”  Northwest Nazerane College.  http://wesley.nnc.edu/  (20 Oct. 1996).  [Web site: site name in quotes, author of the site, the address, and the date you visited.]
Wilkinson, John.  "Healing in the Epistle of James."  Scottish Journal of Theology 24 (1971): 326-345.  [Article in a journal paginated by volume, 24.2 if paginated by issue]
* Note these web sites for form and style. 

Bibliographic Formats for Citing Electronic Information.  Information Today.  http://www.uvm.edu/~ncrane/estyles  (10 Aug 2000).

MLA web site.  The Modern Language Association.  http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm  (5 Sep 2000).

How does the Professor evaluate?  FAQ Index
Note that the following sections distinguish formal written work, general projects, and exegetical projects. 

Pre-grade your work by using these parameters!  See the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.

· For all formal written work.  Is the title both descriptive and clever (usually requiring two parts)?  Does the introduction engage the reader and clearly present the issue, options, and or hypotheses?  Is the writing style formal, clear, and interesting?  What quality are the sources, especially, is the use of primary sources?

· For general research and analysis projects.  How difficult is the topic, thesis, etc?  How complete and clear are the descriptions of the various positions, arguments, etc?  Are all sides of the argument (or only those you’ve chosen to consider) presented?  Is the analysis (strengths and weaknesses) of each position accurate and clear?  Are you creative in handling the data and coming to conclusions (but accuracy is most important)?  Are your conclusions drawn clearly, rigorously, and according to the data?  Have the major points been summarized?

· For exegetical projects.  Is the survey or outline of book clear to the level of paragraphs (except in long books)?  Does the introduction to book consider all the aspects of authorship, date, audience, etc; relevant to your passage?  Is there a good defense of the limits of your passage referring to translations, etc?  Have the key words been studied in “lexicography” narrowing their meaning down to their use in the passage?  Is there a clear structural diagram with explanation of the main features?  Are cultural and historical backgrounds considered?  Are passage parallel passages identified and analyzed in relation to your passage?  Does your translation and commentary bring together the learning of the other sections in a coherent and integrated fashion?  Are the essential beliefs and behaviors taught in the passage identified?  Is a sermon outline provided?

What about illness and scheduling conflicts?  FAQ Index
Things happen in all our lives and your Faculty is committed to help and support you.  Please note.

· If you need to be away for a DUS, etc; for College or personal reasons, please petition to take it ahead of time. 
· If illness requiring medical care or unexpected College or significant personal reasons cause you to miss classes or a requirement date, please petition at your earliest convenience.
· Your petition should be on paper (not email) and include: (1) the date; (2) your name, phone, and email; (3) a brief description of the reason; (4) the number of days and the dates of time lost; (5) the classes and assignments affected; and (6) your signature.  I will consider every petition with great care and respond as quickly as possible.

How do I do email submissions?  FAQ Index   Requirements
· Here are additional details on submitting assignments electronically.  Our Storms Research Center and IT (Information Technology) staffs and I are always ready to help. 

· For all A, B, and C requirements use MLA form and style and submit them as Word email attachments to: brmarino@vfcc.edu 

· The basic steps in attaching a document to an email are.  (This is the general process for most email software.) 

(1) Open an email window and Fill in the email “To” and “Subject” lines.   

(2) Click the attachment button or tab. 

(3) Browse for the document you want to attach. 

(4) Double click and/or attach the document. 

(5) Send the email. 

· To help us return your work back to you more efficiently, please use an “info-line” containing 3 items. 

(1) Your VFCC email address (even if you may send your document from a different email address).

(2) The course number. 

(3) The requirement title (see the "Requirements" section in this syllabus where the titles are in bold type). 

· Use this “info-line” in 3 places. 

(1) As the name of your document. 

(2) As the subject line of your email. 

(3) Next to your name in the MLA heading. 

· Using the “info-line” after his name, “A” student, Bruce Bear’s ( MLA heading looks like this:

Bruce Bear b_bear@vfcc.edu ph213 fallacies

Dr. Marino

Philosophy Ph213

January 1, 3001
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GLOSSARY INDEX  (Rev 06.08.00)  Material in small print or in parentheses is for your benefit and is not the subject of DUS’s.

Click on the audio pronunciation symbols     to hear the pronunciation of difficult terms.

	General Terms and Ideas 
	Epistemology

	Metaphysics
	History

	Philosophy of Religion and Apologetics
	Ethics

	Scripture Passages
	Essay Questions


1. General Terms and Ideas  To Glossary Index
1.1. Absolute.  That which is the highest or greatest.

1.2. Archetype.  A model or pattern.

1.3. Finite.  Limited in some or all aspects.

Immortality.  The belief that people or whatever do not die.

1.4. Infinite.  Without limit.  Often in reference to God in relation to, and to space and time.

1.5. Philosophy.  Literally "love of knowledge and/or wisdom."  To seek out meaning and understanding, especially of the great issues of life.

1.6. Science.  An organized body of knowledge that includes an overall model experimentally verified.

1.7. Temporal.  Pertaining to time.

1.8. Universal.  That which is everywhere / "every-when" / etc.

2. Epistemology  To Glossary Index  The study of origin, nature, and validity of knowledge and belief.

Cognitive.  Pertaining to the act or process of knowing.

Coherence theory of justification.  The belief that there are no immediately justifiable beliefs, but that is the entirety of the relationship between ideas that justifies them.

2.1. Coherence theory of truth.  A thing is deemed to be true if it is consistent.

2.2. Correspondence theory of truth.  That truth is that which corresponds to reality (as opposed to perception, etc.).

2.3. 
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Empiricism.  The belief that real knowledge is only acquired through sense experience.

Epistemological dualism.  Knowledge consists of a mind that knows and ideas that are known.

Existential meaning.  The personal importance of something.

2.4. 
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Fideism.  The belief that rationality cannot prove the transcendent, only faith can accept it.

2.5. Foundationalism.  The belief that knowledge is based on first principles.  Truth is demonstrated by a chain of logic reaching back to basic ideas.

2.6. Functionalism.  The belief that things are best understood by their function not their essence.

2.7. Innate ideas.  Some ideas are inborn.

Intentionality. Pure consciousness does not exist, it is always expressed in direction toward something.

2.8. Intuitionism.  The belief that least some truth is realized directly, not through the senses. 

2.9. Rationalism.  

2.9.1. A belief in reason as being authoritative in the pursuit of truth.

2.9.2. The belief that at least some ideas are achieved through reason alone without the senses, intuition, etc.

2.10. Relativism.  The belief that there are no absolutes.

Representative perception or representative theory of ideas.  The belief that ideas correspond to objects in the real world.

2.11. Skepticism.  Doubt, or more strictly, the belief that absolute truth or certainty cannot be attained.

2.12. Syncretism.  The combining of otherwise different or contradictory beliefs, often accomplished by modifying beliefs.

2.13. 
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Tabula rasa.  "Blank tablet," the empiricist idea that the mind contains no innate ideas.

2.14. Logic.  The formulation and study of principles for correct reasoning.

2.14.1. 
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A posteriori.  In epistemology, knowledge derived from (post / after) sense experience (e.g. experimental science).

2.14.2. 
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A priori.  In epistemology, knowledge argument not derived from (a / without) sense experience (e.g. mathematics).

2.14.3. Abduction or inference to the best explanation.  A form of nondeductive reasoning in which one argues that the correct explanation is merely the best available explanation.

2.14.4. Abstraction or abstract idea.  A general idea without particulars e.g. chair (vs. that or those chairs) or redness (vs. that or these red thing).  Many think abstractions exist only in the mind.

2.14.5. 
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Ad hoc.  A proposition added to a theory to make it work.

2.14.6. Analogy, Method of.  A form of inductive reasoning in which a conclusion is reached based on a similarity with another case.

2.14.7. Causality, Principle of.  All things must have a cause.

2.14.8. Cave, Allegory of.  Plato's allegory wherein people think shadows on the wall are reality until the are released to see the sun and themselves.

2.14.9. Descartes’ famous phrase: "I think therefore I am."

2.14.10. Conclusion.  The proposition of an argument that is supported by its premises. 

2.14.11. De facto.  Actually, as a matter fact.

2.14.12. Deduction or deductive reasoning.  Arguing from general principles to specific instances.  The conclusion is logically necessary because it is implicit in the premises – and if the premises are wrong…  Example: All philosophy is exciting.  This is a philosophy class.  Therefore this class is exciting.  (See induction.)

2.14.13. 
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Dialectic.  Arriving at truth be means of dialogue, especially questions.

2.14.14. 
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Equivocation.  Using the same term with different meanings.

2.14.15. Fallacy, or logical fallacy.  A flaw in an argument or reasoning.  

2.14.15.1. There are numerous types.

2.14.15.1.1. Appeal to force.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by intimidation and pressure.

2.14.15.1.2. Appeal to ignorance.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by basing a proof on the lack of contrary evidence.

2.14.15.1.3. Appeal to pity.  An informal logical fallacy characterized by the use of pity.

2.14.15.1.4. Appeal to the crowd.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by appeal to emotions and prejudice.

2.14.15.1.5. Appeal to authority.  An informal logical fallacy characterized by appeals to experts.

2.14.15.1.6. 
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Ad hominem.  "Against the man," an informal logical fallacy by attacking the person.

2.14.15.1.7. Contradiction or inconsistency.  When one statement denies another.

2.14.15.1.8. Circular reasoning or begging the question.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by having a form of the conclusion in one of the premises.

2.14.15.1.9. Distraction.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by distracting the opponent from the central issues.

2.14.15.1.10. Genetic fallacy.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by focusing on origins or causes.

2.14.15.1.11. 
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Non sequitur.  Latin for it does not follow.  (Think not non sequential sequitur.)

2.14.15.1.12. Phenomenal fallacy.  The confusing of sensory data with the experience of that data.

2.14.15.1.13. Slippery slope.  A logical fallacy that argues if a little bit is allowed than a great deal more in quality and quantity will come and does not provide evidence for the same.

2.14.15.1.14. Straw man argument.  A logical fallacy in which a weakened version of the other's position is (re)presented and then disposed of, creating the illusion that the actual argument has be eliminated.

2.14.16. First principle.  A basic axiom or proposition or statement or idea that is self-evident or generally accepted.

Formal cause.  The essence or nature of a thing.

2.14.17. Induction or inductive reasoning.  Arguing from specific occurrences to a general principle.  The conclusion is only probable from the premises.  Example: Every philosophy discussion I’ve heard has been boring, therefore all philosophy is boring.  (See deduction.)

2.14.18. Infinite regress.  The belief that things are caused but that there is an infinite chain of causation extending back chronologically and / or causally.

2.14.19. Non-contradiction, law of.  The law of logic that states that a thing can not be itself and not itself or a proposition cannot be true and not true at the same time.

2.14.20. Ockham’s razor or the principle of parsimony.  The philosophical principle that the best argument is the one with the fewest parts.

Phenomena.  The appearance of something, as opposed to its essence.

2.14.21. Proposition.  The meaning conveyed by an idea or sentence.

2.14.22. Premise.  A reason upon which a conclusion may be based.

2.14.23. 
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Reductio ad absurdum.  A form of negating argument that says if one were to accept a proposition one would also be accepting a contradiction.

2.14.24. Sophism or sophistry, sophist.  Concerning argumentation that only appears to be convincing.  One who makes only apparently strong arguments.

2.14.25. 
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Tautology.  An argument that is true by definition.  Not a very strong argument (e.g. 1 is a number therefore a number is 1).

3. Metaphysics  To Glossary Index  The study of nature of reality, especially transcendent reality beyond the senses.

Accidental.  A characteristic of a thing that is not a necessary expression of its essence.

Attribute.  A characteristic of something.

3.1. Being.  That which exists, the real.

3.2. Contingent.  That which is dependent upon something else.

3.3. Dualism.  The belief in two opposed or complimentary "anythings."  Usually in reference to good and evil (e.g. a god and a devil, chaos and order) forces at the heart of the universe.  Zoroastrianism is dualistic.  Christianity is usually not considered dualistic because God has complete power.

3.4. Essence.  The very nature of a thing.

3.5. 
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Ex nihilo.  Latin: "out of nothing."  (Think ex = out as in "exit," and "n"----"o" as in nothing.)

3.6. Idealism.  Reality consists only in mind and ideas ("idea"lism).

Infinite regress.  An endless chain of causes, ideas, etc.

3.7. Materialism.  The belief that everything is some for of material substance ("material").

3.8. Mind-body problem.  The problem of connecting mind and body when they appear to be of two different substances.

3.9. Monism.  The belief that all reality is only a single thing.

Naturalism.  The belief that the natural universe is all there is.  There are no miracles or transcendent deity.

3.10. Necessary being.  A being who cannot not exist, whose very existence must be; usually God.

3.11. Ontology.  The study of being, often having a meaning similar to metaphysics.

3.12. Pluralism.  That ultimate reality is really many, not necessarily connected, different realities. 

3.13. Solipsism.  The belief that only the person exists, or that a person can only know her or his ideas but not the external world. 

4. History  To Glossary Index 

4.1. People.  Know approximate period and a one-sentence summary.

4.1.1. Aquinas, St. Thomas (Italian, 1225-74).  Reconciled Christian theology with Aristotle.  Though in school called the “Dumb Ox” (a large man, requiring a cut out in his desk), he became the most important Roman Catholic philosopher and theologian, the “Angelic Doctor” dictating to up to seven secretaries simultaneously. 

4.1.2. Aristotle (384-322).  Classical Greek.  Pupil of Plato, scientist, philosopher, and tutor of Alexander the Great.  Believed in a spherical universe with the earth at its center.

4.1.3. 
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Augustine (North African Roman, 354-430).  Most influential Christian theologian.  Used Plato and Neoplatonism to develop Christian theology.

4.1.4. 
[image: image15.png]


Descartes, Ren( (French, 1596-1650).  Sought to establish philosophy on first principles “I think therefore I am.”  Distinguished matter and mind.  Consciousness is the only foundation for philosophical certainty.  Emphasized empiricism and mathematics.

4.1.5. Kant, Emmanuel (German, 1724-1804).  Developed Hume.  All knowledge is empirical except for a priori knowledge of the rational mind itself.  Free will is limited to moral choices.  The correct ethical choice is that which could be most generalized, “the categorical imperative.”  Though allowing God, one did knot know or serve him by revelation.

4.1.6. 
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Kierkegaard, S(ren (Danish, 1813-55).  Christian and founder of modern Existentialism.  Rejected traditional philosophy.  Truth is individual commitment and people need to make a leap of faith, not informed choice.

4.1.7. Marx, Karl (German, 1818-1883).  The main developer of Communism.  

4.1.8. 
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Nietzche, Friederich (German, 1844-1900).  Power is the ultimate goal.  Those who overcome weakness become “supermen.”  Appreciated by Fascism and Nazism, he was opposed to nationalism.

4.1.9. Plato. (c427-c347).  Classical Greek.  Emphasized ethics and the forms or a graded pyramid of reality leading to the one.  “All philosophy is a footnote to Plato.”

4.1.10. Pythagoras. (582-507).  Pre-Socratic, mystic, mathematician who believed that mathematics influenced the world.  Introduced the idea of soul.

Russell, Bertrand (British, 1872-1970).  Logician and mathematician.  Popularizer of philosophy.  Famous for essay “Why I Am Not a Christian” and Principia Mathematica (ith A. N. Whitehead).  

4.1.11. 
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Sartre, Jean-Paul (1905-80).  Existentialist atheist.  Human beings create their character / identity by doing.  (It is not the result of being.)  To do so is to avoid the herd instinct.  Hell is “other people.”

4.1.12. Socrates (469-399).  Classical Greek.  Emphasized ethics.  Used interrogation and induction, known only through other writers, especially Plato.  Had a “daemon” (in Greek thought a good spirit who guided him).  Tried for heresy, he took hemlock.  "The gadfly of Athens."

4.1.13. Wittgenstein, Ludwig (British of Austrian descent, 1889-1951).  Pupil of Russell.  Analytical philosopher who left the Verification school and Logical Positivism to found the Clarification school.

4.2. Systems.

4.2.1. Analytic philosophy.  20th century philosophy system that argues that philosophical problems are largely problems with language.

4.2.2. Atomism.  The ancient and modern belief that the universe consists of a large number of bits of pure reality.

4.2.3. Behaviorism.  A psychological school that argues measurable behavior is the only basis for psychology and that behavior can be changed by the environment.

4.2.4. Dualism.  The belief that there are two basic and contrary or complimentary realities that constitute the universe.

4.2.5. Empiricism.  The belief that the only meaningful things in life are objectively measurable.

4.2.6. Existentialism.  19th-20th century system that rejects abstractions for and focuses on concrete experience as understood by the individual.  "Existence precedes essence."

4.2.7. Forms, Plato's theory of.  There is an absolute transcendent reality (e.g. "chairness") that results in particular realities (e.g. this chair).

4.2.8. Humanism.  The belief that human reality is the highest.

4.2.9. Logical positivism.  20th.

4.2.9.1. The belief that only meaning only lies in that which is empirically measurable.

4.2.9.2. It is refuted by the observation that its central thesis is not empirically measurable.

4.2.10. 
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Nihilism.  The belief that there is no value.

4.2.11. Nominalism.  The belief that forms and ideas are only mental constructs and have no external reality.

4.2.12. Phenomenology.  The belief that the perception and activity of consciousness is the focus of philosophy. 

4.2.13. Positivism.  The belief that there is no metaphysics, only scientific materialism.

4.2.14. Postmodernism.  The modern philosophy that subjective understandings of truth are all equally valid.

4.2.15. Pragmatism.  American philosophy which defines truth in terms of practical results.

4.2.16. Realism.  The philosophy that holds that there is a real external universe that can be known.

5. Philosophy of Religion and Apologetics  To Glossary Index
5.1. Agnosticism.  The "belief" that there is insufficient evidence to determine something, often used in reference to God.

5.2. Anthropological argument(s).  An argument for the existence of God that requires God as the cause of our moral sense (also called the moral argument), belief in ultimate justice, etc.

5.3. 
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Apologetics.  The defense of the faith (or other positions one may have).  One gives and "apologetic."

5.4. Atheism.  The belief that there is not God.  (Think: "A" = not as in asymmetrical, and theos [as in God].)

5.5. 
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Cosmological argument or the argument from causation.  An argument for God's existence that argues since the universe exists it had to be caused and the only uncaused cause must be God.

5.6. Deism.  The belief that God created the universe but has no more interaction with it, thus, there are no miracles.

Immanent, immanence.  That a thing is inherent in something.  Often referring to the presence of God.

Immutability.  Unchangeable. 

5.7. Mysticism.  The pursuit of immediate contact with the transcendent. 

Natural theology.  A theology based on non-revealed information (conscience, history, nature, etc.)

Omnipotence.  The attribute of being all powerful, usually attributed to God.

Omniscience.  The attribute of being all knowing, usually attributed to God.

Omnipresent. The attribute of being all places, usually attributed to God.

5.8. 
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Ontological argument.  An argument for God's existence 

5.9. Pantheism.  A belief that God is everything, that everything is God.

5.10. Polytheism.  The belief in many gods.

Providence (divine).  God's control of the world.

5.11. Religion.  A cultural event usually consisting of beliefs, rituals, and ethics focused on the transcendent.

5.12. Theology.  The belief system of a religion.

Revealed theology.  Theology that is predicated or based on special revelation.

Natural theology.  Theology that is based on natural revelation.

5.13. Revelation.

5.13.1. Natural revelation.  Revelation that is based on observations of nature, conscience, history, etc.

5.13.2. Special revelation.  Revelation revealed by the transcendent.

Slave morality.  Nietzsche's derogatory appellation of Christian morality.

5.14. Teleological argument or the argument from design.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the design of the universe implies or requires a designer.

5.15. Theism.  The belief that there is a God Who intervenes in the universe supernaturally.

5.16. 
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Theodicy.  The study of the problem of evil, what and why evil exists.

5.17. Transcendent, transcendental.  That which is beyond.

6. Ethics  To Glossary Index  The theory of good and evil as applied to personal actions, decisions, and relations; moral values.

Absolute.  A value unconditioned by anything.

6.1. Aesthetics.  The philosophy of beauty, art, its meaning and our response.  Most great art contains both rational and irrational elements.

6.2. Altruism.  The belief that the good of others is the highest goal.

6.3. Categorical imperative.  Kant: Actions should only be taken if they can be universalized to all situations.

6.4. Communism.  A popular materialistic, deterministic, 20th century philosophy that stresses shared ownership of the means of production in an attempt to distribute equally the benefits of society. 

6.4.1. Bourgeoisie. In Marxist analysis the owners of the means of production, the rich.

6.4.2. Proletariat.  In Marxist analysis the workers or oppressed.

6.5. 
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Deontological ethics.  Greek: "deon," "duty."  A rule based ethic in which the right thing is determined by following the proscribed behavior and not considering the outcomes.

6.6. Determinism or fatalism.  The view that all things are necessary outcomes of previous causes.  

6.6.1. Hard determinism.  That the human will is ultimately un-free, determined by external causes (genetics, environment, etc.)

6.6.2. Soft-determinism or Compatibilism.  The belief that the will is determined by the character and / or can make free choices even if determined.  Thus, individuals are responsible for their actions.

Ethical or moral absolutism or objectivism.  Values exist independently of human opinion.

Ethical or moral relativism or subjectivism.  Values are derived from persons and cultures.

6.7. 
[image: image25.png]


Hedonism.  The belief that the goal of human behavior is to produce the most pleasure.  It may also extend to the idea that all human motivations arise from a desire for self-pleasure. 

Intuitionism and Natural Law.  In ethics the belief that the proper thing to do in any situation is self-evident.  A person's intuition will observe natural law.

6.8. Libertarianism.  The belief that the fewest laws needed to maintain a society is the best system; that only those laws that prevent harm being done by one to another are good laws (e.g. armies, police, public works).

6.9. Moral evil.  Evil that is the result of human choice (e.g. genocide).

6.10. Natural evil.  Evil that is the result of natural forces (e.g. earthquakes).

6.11. Situation ethics.  The theory that ethics are dictated but present circumstances not general rules.

6.12. 
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Teleological ethics.  An ethical system in which the outcome can determine the ethical nature of the act (e.g. lying to save an innocent person's life).

6.13. Utilitarianism.  The belief that the correct behavior is the one that maximizes the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.

7. Scripture passages  To Glossary Index  (Know book, chapter, and basic ideas).

7.1. Gen 1 "In the beginning God spoke."

7.2. Isa 1(:18) "Come let us reason together says the Lord."

7.3. John 1(:1) Jesus as the Word, Logos, or "principle of reason" of God.

7.4. John 8(:32) "And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free."

7.5. John 14(:6) "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

7.6. Col 2(:8) Paul refers to "philosophy," that is according to human traditions, indicating there must be a philosophy after godly traditions as indicated by Paul's use of philosophical argumentation.

8. Essay Questions  To Glossary Index  In your best interest, the kindly professor reserves the right to assign potential, specific essay questions from the course materials usefully prior to DUSs.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This syllabus is designed as an electronic document written in the Word for Windows.  In addition to color it contains a number of other features.     1. It is best viewed in the “Page Layout” view.  USE HIGHER SETTINGS IF VISUALLY CHALLENGED.     2. It is hyperlinked internally so you can navigate around it with ease.  Start at the “Syllabus Index” on the first page or screen and click on the desired button.  From any location you may return to the index by clicking on the nearest “Page 1” button or double and then single clicking the page header.     3. There are also hyperlinks to various web sites and email addresses. By clicking on these while connected to the Internet you will automatically go there.     4. There are imbedded comments, such as the one you are now reading.  These are highlighted in yellow and underlined.  Of special note are the ones in the “Calendar” that bring up the details of the assignments when the cursor is placed over an assignment on a given date.     5. Difficult terms in the Glossary have audio pronunciations built in that may be activated by clicking on the speaker icons.     6. There are also helps for doing assignments and taking tests, a place to record your grades, a “Student Information Form” that includes an automated table to help you assess your learning style, and a “Writing Analysis Form” to help you pre-grade your work and receive feedback from the professor.     Finally, in case this document becomes damaged you can always download a new copy from the author’s web site.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� THE FOLLOWING ARE FAQ TOPICS.     How do I prepare for tests (and DUSs)?     How do I do written work?     What about form and style?     What are the basic bibliographic forms?     How does the Professor evaluate?     How do I evaluate my learning style?     What if I have an emergency?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Is there a clear description of the intent of your project in the title or subtitle (see next note)?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you have a clever, even whimsical, title or subtitle that helps get and focus the readers attention (see previous note)?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Is your writing style correct English (unless there is an appropriate and clear reason why it should be otherwise) and appropriate and engaging?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Are your research sources at least college level?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use this section for projects other than exegesis projects.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you state the goal of your project in a thesis statement or make an experimental hypothesis?  The difficulty of the thesis or hypothesis will be considered when grading.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Have you described the various positions relative to your thesis.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you give all the positions concerning your project or do you intentionally limit it to a few specific positions and is this clear to the reader?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you bring anything fresh to the description, understanding, or solution to the topic of your project?  Note that novelty is no substitute for substance.  Substance is the necessary foundation for creativity.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� How clearly and cogently do you probe the significance and relationships of the various positions (including your own) that you consider?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you summarize the major issues, positions, and results of your project?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you bring out your conclusions clearly and concisely including their significance and any suggestions for further research?  Note that you may conclude that there is no clear solution to the concerns of your project.  In such a case you must be clear that there is no clear solution and give evidence as to why this is so.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use this section for exegesis projects.  Note that these items correspond to the “Exegetical Essay Outline” of the “Essential Exegesis” document attached to the hermeneutics and book study courses.  (You do not need to use the “General Projects” section.)





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� SURVEY OR OUTLINE OF BOOK Outline of the book down to paragraphs. Coordinate with the LIMITS.  In long books outline broadly going to paragraphs only near your exegesis.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� INTRODUCTION TO BOOK Discuss how: testament, language, genre, theme, purpose / reason for writing, authenticity, sources, canonicity, author (who and all about him), conditions of authorship, date, audience (who and all about them), opponents (who and all about them), special history, special geography, etc. affect your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� LIMITS OF PASSAGE Discuss  where your paragraph and those before and after it begin and end.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� GRAMMAR, STYLE, AND GENRE Discuss the impact of this data upon your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� LEXICAL (WORD) STUDIES For key words, include: Transliteration (emphasized), Strong's number, brief translation, discussion of the main meaning(s) of the word by period (OT: by genre and/or period; NT: classical, OT/LXX, NT, author), synonyms, antonyms, and range of meaning your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM Present diagram. May be in pencil and an appendix.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDS Discuss issues relating to your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� PARALLEL PASSAGES Group and discuss relevant passages as to topic, wording, direct parallels, form, conflicting passages.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� TRANSLATION AND COMMENTARY (identify translations throughout the essay!).     INTRODUCTION Discuss major themes and purpose and placement in the book of the paragraph.     VERSE BY VERSE Change NAS based on your research (word studies, translations, etc.).  Goals: (1) Literalness.  (2) Author's mood.  (3) Clarity.  (4) Below the translation of each verse:  (4.1.) Describe and explain changes to NAS.  (4.2.) Write a brief commentary of the verse based on your research.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� APPLICATION Be sensitive to human and divine meanings and:      DOCTRINAL TEACHINGS Discuss what beliefs the passage teaches.     PRACTICAL TEACHINGS Discuss what behaviors the passages teaches.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Check the MLA web site for details: �HYPERLINK "http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm"��http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm�





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use 10 point type with a standard font such a Times New Roman.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� A transliteration is a word using “English” letters to make an equivalent sound to the word in the original language.  





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Unless you are explaining a particular author, multiple references from a single source should not be used one after the other.  Rather, one should attempt to integrate and summarize material.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use 1 inch margins on all sides.  Note that Word for Windows has a default setting of 1.25 inches for the left margin.  Margins are set by clicking FILE and then PAGE SETUP.  If you check the default box, all future documents will have the margins you specify.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In order to be respectful and to be listened to, you should avoid using gender specific terms like he, she, man, woman, etc. when you are not referring to a specific gender.  It is best to use terms like he or she, persons, humanity, etc.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In formal writing one does not usually cite standard English dictionaries, unless they are particularly germane to your topic.  Similarly, unless specific translations or study Bible are at issue, it is not usual to include specific Bibles in the bibliography.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do not justify right margin since it can make reading more difficult. 





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Spell out the name of Biblical books in your text unless they are in parentheses.  Within parentheses, use proper Biblical abbreviations.  These may be found at my web site in the “Helps for Writing” document or in the standard journals.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You should have a works cited (works that are actually referenced in your project) and works consulted (works that you examined, but did not find the need to specifically reference in your work).  Note that these should be in two separate sections with separate titles: Works Cited and Works Consulted.  All entries should be complete in form and have an annotation.  Standard, English dictionaries and various Bible translations are included in the consulted section.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper MLA heading: Your full name, the Prof's name, the course name and number, and the date you submitted your work.  Immediately to the right of your name in the heading insert an info-line.  This consists of your vfcc email address – even if you mailed it from a different address, the course number, and the title of the requirement taken directly from the syllabus.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� AD, from the Latin (hence italicized) Anno Domini, and traditionally written as small capitals, is usefully translated: in the year of our Lord, thus coming before the year number (e.g. AD 2000).  It signifies any year since the traditional birth year of Christ.  (This was the year AD 1.  As an aside, there is no year 0 [zero], except in a class B science fiction movie from the 1950’s.  In fact the traditional year of Christ’s birth is by most estimates about 4 to 5 years after the actual year of His birth.  A further important miscellany is that the plaque left on the Moon by the first visitors from earth incorrectly places AD after the number.)  BC is the traditional abbreviation for: Before Christ, (if taken literally, a concept of disputable theological accuracy) signifying years prior to the birth of Christ.  Given that many people do not believe in Christianity, it is typical in many scholarly and other circles today to avoid using Christ’s birth as the pivot point of history.  Hence, the abbreviations BCE, stands for: Before the Common Era and CE, stands for: Common Era, have come into vogue for BC and AD respectively.  I am not adverse to either and typically use BCE and CE out of a desire to meet others where they are.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper bibliographic form.  Basically this is author, title, place of publication, and date.  More specialized forms are available in the syllabus and in the MLA manual, both hardcopy and online.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use a header in the upper right corner of every page consisting of your last name followed by the page number.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Many books, dictionaries, encyclopedia, etc. are compiled by an editor whose name appears on the cover.  The actual chapters, articles, etc. are, however, written by individual authors different from the editor.  Always cite these authors in your citations and bibliography.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Annotate all works, cited and consulted.  Annotations are brief descriptions and appraisals of the text or section to which you referred to help your reader appreciate both their content and the quality.  The first line begins under the bibliographic entry and is indented 10 spaces and subsequent lines 5 spaces.  Complete sentences are not necessary.  If not obvious, describe the subject and section read as opposed to the entire work (e.g. a specific chapter).  Always comment critically on the quality of the work.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Excessive spelling and grammar errors.  Use your grammar and spelling checker.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper citation form.  Cite an author and work by putting the author’s last name followed by the page number in parentheses, e.g: (Bear 16).  If there are two authors with the same last name identify the one in question by initials, first name, etc.  If there are two authors for a work, use both their names.  If there are three or more authors, use the first author’s last name followed by a comma and the Latin words et al – meaning and others – in italics.  Do not put a comma in citations between the author’s name and the page or volume number.  If you cite more than one work by the same author, use a short title to after the author’s name to identify the work to which you are referring.  In this case, place a comma between the author’s name and the short title of the work.  For multi-volume works, after the author's name use the volume number, followed immediately by a colon, followed immediately by the page number; e.g: (Bear 3:16).  In most cases the period follows the citation.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use the number of pages of text specified in the syllabus for this requirement.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In formal, academic writing it is best to avoid using self-referential pronouns such as I, me, etc; unless there is a important reason or you are quoting someone else.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� When a quote is more than three lines in length, make it a block quote.  Keep it double spaced, indent 2 tabs or 10 spaces, put the citation at the end, and do not use quotation marks around it.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use the number of references specified in the syllabus for this requirement.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Avoid contractions in formal writing unless there is a specific stylistic reason or you are quoting another author.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Consult the grammar checker or the MLA manual either in hardcopy or online to fix this punctuation problem.  Remember that punctuation usually goes within quotation marks.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You’ve done something I’ve not anticipate!  (





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The appearance of this document could be improved.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Any time you quote another person’s unique idea, there must be a citation attributing it to them.  Any time you quote another person’s unique words, there it must be indicated by quotation marks or a block quote as well as a citation.
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