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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A theological study of human sexuality from Biblical, cultural, ethical, philosophical, physical, political, practical, psychological, social, spiritual, and theological perspectives.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

In harmony with the AGTS mission, the student shall demonstrate the following relative to the topics described in this syllabus.

1. An awareness of the data (especially concepts and terms) including its importance, history, application, and relevance to the Assemblies of God; evaluated by examinations. 

2. An ability to research, analyze, communicate, and apply the data; evaluated by essays and a major research project.

3. An attitude of continuing reflection upon and application of the data intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, experiential, and field assignments.

TEXTBOOKS

Balswick, Judith K. and Jack O. Balswick.  Authentic Human Sexuality, An Integrated Christian Approach.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999.

Sonnenberg, Roger.  Human Sexuality, A Christian Perspective.  St. Louis, MO: Concordia, 1998.

COURSE OUTLINE

1. Pre-Session.  (If you register close to Session 1, don’t be discouraged, just do the best you can!)

1.1. Examine this syllabus.

1.2. Read 

2. Session 1.  June 18.

2.1. Introduction.

2.2. A little self (and mutual) -evaluation – for all of us!

2.3. Research topic selection.

2.4. Historical and cultural aspects of sexuality.

2.5. Foundations: Biblical, theological, and ethical presuppositions and considerations.

3. Session 2.  June 19.

3.1. Physiological and biological issues.

3.2. Sexuality throughout the lifes.

3.3. Healthy sexuality.

4. Session 3.  June 20.

4.1. Promiscuity, fornication, and adultery.

4.2. Sexual deviancy (homosexuality, paraphilias, etc.).

5. Session 4.  June 21.

5.1. Compulsive sexuality behaviors (pornography, prostitution, etc.).

5.2. Sexually transmitted diseases.

6. Session 5.  June 22.

6.1. Issues of violence.

6.2. Helping, healing, and pro-activity.  How does the Christians and the Church respond to the challenges of the future?

7. Post-Session.  Due date September 24, 2001.
7.1. Stay in contact (mail, telephone, email, etc.).  

7.2. Submit project.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A.   Pre-Session
· Carefully examine this syllabus. 

· Reading.  Read your textbooks, do this with an eye (and perhaps notes) for the “Review”, Post-Session assignment.

· Interviews (10%)  Write a five page essay based on interviews with five practicing ministers concerning their view of masturbation.  Ask:  What are their general opinions? How do they define it?  Which, if any, Biblical passages bear on the issue?  Is it sinful or not and why?  How would they counsel young people?  How often have they addressed this in their teaching and preaching?  What do they feel is the greatest need of the church in this area?

· Contact me with any thoughts, ideas, comments, or questions.  

B.   Session  

· Participation (10%).  Constructively engage in the process of our course. 

C.   Post-Session  

· Review (30%).  Write an eight to ten page comparative and critical review of the materials provided by the instructor in the class session in light of your course texts and other materials you encountered in your studies.

· Project (50%).  Complete and submit your project as instructed in class.  This is a 15-20 pages formal, polemical (argues for or against a particular position) paper on a controversial course topic.  Emphasis in grading will be placed on the difficulty of the thesis or hypothesis, quality and extent of sources, reasoned presentation of the positions presented, strength of argument in favor of the conclusion, clarity and style of written presentation, and issues of form.

GRADING PROCEDURE
Assignments                % of Grade
Session participation        
  10%

Interview


  10%

Review
  

  30%

Project
 

  50%

Total:

            100%
· NB  Work received after the due date will result in a change of grade fee ($15.00) being charged even when an extension has been granted by the instructor.
Bruce R. Marino, MA, PhD 

Real Contact


Phone Contact
 


Internet Contact

VFCC, 1401 Charlestown Rd.
Office: 610-917-1449                      
(email and web site)
Phoenixville, PA   19460
Home: 610-792-0740                    
brmarino@vfcc.edu
Faculty Building Office 209
Fax: 610-935-9353                        

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Balswick, Judith K. and Jack O. Balswick.  Authentic Human Sexuality, An Integrated Christian Approach.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999.

Sonnenberg, Roger.  Human Sexuality, A Christian Perspective.  St. Louis, MO: Concordia, 1998.


NB  Additional materials will be provided during the course.

Bibliography

ATLA.

Religion Index One / Two and New / Old Testament Abstracts.

Web Site Links  

Below are a few of the relevant web sites. 

 “Virtual Religion Index.”  Rutgers University.  http://religion.rutgers.edu/vri/index.html  Rutgers University.  (29 Jul 2000).

“Westminster Theological Seminary Library.” Westminster Theological Seminary.  http://campus.wts.edu/winnebago/index.asp  (29 Jul 2000). 


The Library is located 45 minute from the VFCC campus.  Students may examine the Library catalogue on line.
SPECIFIC INFORMATION
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