© BR Marino, FCT+g+e pSyl Sp02.doc, 11/21/2001, p 2

CL113, CL113e, CL113g FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT

Valley Forge Christian College pSyllabus, 3 credits; Spring, Anno Domini 2002

Instructor  Bruce R. Marino Rev, MA, PhD, Prof
Office hours: Faculty Building Office 208: MWF 7:30-8:30, TR 12:00-1:00; and by appointment

Phone: Office: 610-917-1449; Home: 610-792-0740; Fax: 610-935-9353

Email: BRMarino@VFCC.edu; Web site: BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com; VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino

Description  A practical study and application of principles for Christian thought.  This course provides basic personal knowledge, understanding, skills, and experience for worldviews, ethics, apologetics, contemporary (in harmony with Luke 2:52 cf 1 Sam. 2:26). 

Goals  Given VFCC's mission “to prepare individuals for a life of service and leadership," the student shall acquire the knowledge, skills, and affects relevant to the course topics and technology as demonstrated by the following.

1. Recognize, define, recall, describe, distinguish, and apply concepts in the Glossary; evaluated by “Data Overview Assessments” (“DOA”s or tests) at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a D). 

2. Answer specific questions and defend specific positions utilizing standard texts; evaluated by short essays based on assigned readings at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a C).

3. Formulate a thesis and identify and research related secondary and primary sources; evaluated by a written thesis or hypothesis and research notes at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a B).

4. Compose, communicate, and argue a polemical position; evaluated by a formal written project at the 90% level (see: Requirements, For an A).

5. Reflect upon and apply this material intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, special assignments, and service learning (see: Requirements, Essential Notes). 

Resources  Note that necessary resources are on my web site and public folder, below.

McDowell, Josh.  A Ready Defense, The Best of Josh McDowell.  Compiled by Bill Wilson.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1993.

Marino, Bruce R.  A Theology 1 Enchiridion.  Phoenixville, PA: VFCC, 19460.  


Notes and helps for class on 3.5 inch computer disk in .RTF formatted documents

---.  BRMarinoVFCC.tripod.com and VFCC Intranet public folder: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino


These have helps on: tests, written assignments, class procedures, emailing submissions, form and style, and the course bibliography and glossary.

Palmer, Michael D., ed.  Elements of a Christian World View.  Springfield, MO: Logion Press, 1998.

Methods  Chalk, computer media, debates, diagrams, discussions, exercises, groups, guest speakers, humor, Internet research and group projects, lectures, overheads, prayer, reading, slides, student “encouragers,” stuffies, tests, videos, writing.  We will also be “linking” with other classes, faculty, and specialists from outside the College.

Requirements and Outline  Note the requirements are in bold, underlined, capitals; below.
· Jan 9, Introduction and course overview, Glossary and DOA preparation.

· For a D: do a group PRESENTATION at an 80% level on a chapter in Palmer: a PowerPoint and handout with chapter outline with answers to questions both emailed to me 3 days prior.  See “Palmer” dates below.  Goal 1.

· Jan 31, For a D do a DOA 1 at an 80% level on 1 of 4 DOA’s based on the Glossary available from BRMarinoVFCC.tripod.com and VFCC Intranet: p:\public\faculty\marino.  Goal 1.

· Jan 28, Read in Palmer “Elements of a Christian Worldview.”

· Feb 4, Aplogetics, read selectively (25%) from McDowell.

· Feb 7, For a D: DOA 2. 

· Feb 18, Read in Palmer “The Role of the Bible in Shaping a Christian Worldview.”

· Feb 22, For a C: do an ESSAY at an 80% answer the first question at the end of each chapter in Palmer, placing the question in full above your answer.  Goal 2.

· Feb 25, Read in Palmer “Voices from the Past: Historical Attempts to Shape a Christian Worldview.”

· Feb 27, Read in Palmer “The Christian and Natural Science.”

· Mar 1, For a D DOA 3.  

· Mar 11, Read in Palmer “A Perspective on Human Nature.”

· Mar 13, Read in Palmer “Work.”

· Mar 15, Read in Palmer “Entering into ‘Divine Rest’: Toward a Christian View of Leisure.”

· Mar 22, For a D: DOA 4.  

· Mar 18, Read in Palmer “The Ethics of Being: Character, Community, Praxis.”

· Apr 3, Read in Palmer “Music from the Heart of Faith.”

· Apr 5, For a B do APOLOGETICS at an 80% level, submit a 5 or more page letter to your “child” (assuming you will be deceased by the time they can read it) explaining to them why they should believe in Christianity.  Recommend and describe at least 2 books (other than the Bible and course texts) and on Internet site (see our library) to help them.  Goals 3, 4.

· Apr 8, Read in Palmer “The Place of Literature in a Christian Worldview.”

· Apr 10, Read in Palmer “Christians and the Entertainment Media Culture.”

· Apr 15 (how appropriate!), Read in Palmer “Politics for Christians (and Other Sinners).”

· Apr 19, For an A do a ETHICS at a 90% submit a 5 or more page letter to your “child” (assuming you will be deceased by the time they can read it) explaining to them how they should make ethical decisions.  Recommend and describe at least 2 books (other than the Bible and course texts) and an Internet site to help them. Download, attach.  Use the “Writing Analysis Form” from the web site.  Goal 3, 4.

· Apr 26, To not loose 1 grade do SERVICE LEARNING.  Report on an irenically, polemical conversation with one of a different worldview of God.  Goal 5.

GIS Students Only  Your requirements are as above except: 

1. Contact me ASAP and at least 3 other times during the semester.  

2. Everything is due the last CLASS day of the semester.  Arrange for DOA’s with the faculty secretary.  They may be sent off campus if you are out of the area.  

3. For any passing grade, email a one paragraph per chapter/section SUMMARY of all assigned reading above.

Online/E-Course Students Only  Your requirements are as above except: 

1. Sign on to our course web site ASAP.  

2. For any passing grade, participate in the weekly discussion eCHATS that are posted.

Essential Notes

1. A tiered grading system is employed in this class.  Lower grades must be achieved for higher ones to count.

2. Unexcused absences (including sports), lateness, etc of more than 2 weeks jeopardizes extra credit, curve, etc. 
3. C, B, and A requirements must be in MLA form with annotated bibliography.  Email (B work may be hardcopy) as a Word document.  Use: your VFCC email address, course number, Requirement title (in underlined, bold, caps) as the document name, the email subject, and after your name in the heading; example: b_bear@vfcc.edu th243 essay.  You may revise and resubmit all C, B, and A assignments received by the due date.  Unexcused, late work loses 5% per 24 hours and is not accepted after the last, regular class day.

4. Keep copies of everything until you receive an appropriate, final grade from the Registrar. 

5. Study 2 hours outside of class for each class hour.  Enthusiasm encourages the professor to graciousness.  

Bibliography  See BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com or VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino for the bibliography.

Glossary  See BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com or VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino for the glossary.

