Computer Materials: Biblical Software


Below are a few of the premier biblical and theological software.  Only summary descriptions are provided.  Where different versions, upgrades, modules, etc. are available, the programs are described in terms of their current, maximum potential.  (Version numbers are included as appropriate.)  Where available the corporate phone number is followed by an e-mail address.


Explanations.  Almost all programs run in color, support concording and cross references.  “BDB”: Brown, Driver, Briggs lexicon.  “CD”: CD version only.  “Dict”: dictionary.  “Easton” the dictionary.  “GNT”: form(s) of the Greek NT.  “Grammatical concording”: not just words but also grammatical forms.  “ISBE”: the encyclopedia.  “LCC”: the Septuagint in Greek. “L-S”: Liddell Scott the shorter lexicon.  “LLS”: a standard of Logos through which others may publish, c.f. “STEP.”  “L-N”: Louw Nida lexicon.  “Mac”: Macintosh® compatible (processor and operating system requirements may vary).  “MHCC”: Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary.  “MT”: form(s) Hebrew OT Masoretic text.  “Nave”: the topical Bible.  “References”: reference works.  “RWP”: Robertson’s Word Pictures.  “Schofield”: Schofield’s notes or an update.  “STEP”: a standard agreed upon by many publishers, c.f.  “LLS.”  “Strong”: the number system and dictionaries.  “Thompson”: the chain reference system.  “TSK”: Treasury of  Scripture Knowledge.  “Unger”: the dictionary.  “Vine”: NT word studies.  “Win”: “Windows 3.1®” or “Windows 95®” compatible.  “Xrefs”: cross-references.  

* = highly recommended

* Accordance.  Gramcord Institute.  Vancouver, Washington (360-576-3000, http://www.GRAMCORD.org). http://ccel.wheaton.edu/.  Highly technical program emphasizing original languages and ease of use.  Integrates with Bible Companion (which see).  An impressive new version should be released shortly.  View on the Gramcord site, including its scholarly links.  CD, DOS, Mac, Win.

* DISCOUNT ON GRAMCORD ULTIMATE SOFTWARE


As a GRAMCORD site-affiliate institution, all of our students and staff qualify for Site Affiliate Discounts on GRAMCORD software . You may order  the popular GRAMCORD FOR WINDOWS Ultimate Bundle at the very low price of $159 plus S/H. (Includes GRAMCORD GNT/HMT/LXX, all of the applicable Greek/Hebrew dictionaries/lexicons (including Louw/Nida Greek, Princeton BDB Hebrew, and LEH LXX lexicons), all 10 English Bibles, both NAS and KJV Strong's systems, and more. (A complete list of contents appears at the Institute's website at www.GRAMCORD.org ) 


You may order directly from the nonprofit GRAMCORD Institute at (360) 576-3000 or cholars@GRAMCORD.org.  Simply identify yourself as an affiliate of this institution and that you are requesting the "GRAMCORD site affiliate discount".  Those with special financial needs may also request delayed payment terms -- usually 1/2 down and the balance in 60 days.  (The GRAMCORD Institute also offers special prices for Accordance/GRAMCORD FOR MACINTOSH. Please contact the Institute and specify Macintosh discount offers.) 
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Answers.  Digital Fish / IVP.  Media, PA (888-384-3362, http://www.digitalfish.com!).  A fine theologically conservative apologetics program with everything from testimonies, to quotes from great thinkers, to discussions of the “big-bang.”

Bible Companion Series [originally Seedmaster].  White Harvest Software / Integrated Systems Solution Corp. Raleigh, NC (800-318-7333, ).  Three levels.  Translations, foreign languages, parsed Greek text, and references (New Bible Dict., RWP, Scofield, Thompson, UBS Greek Dictionary, Vine).  CD, Win.

Bible Explorer.  Epiphany Software.  San Jose, CA (800-280-7437, http://www.best.com/-epiphany).  Translations, concordance, Strong, xrefs, maps, images, and references (Barclay NT Comm., Easton, Manners and Customs, Nave, Schofield, Thompson, Through the Bible, TSK, Vine, 5 Christian classics).  CD, Win.

BibleSource and macBible.  Zondervan.  Grand Rapids, MI (800-727-3480, htp://www.zondervan.com). Translations, concordance, Strong, xref, references (Nave; NIV: dict, footnotes, study notes, commentary; topics).  DOS, Mac, Win. 

* Bible Windows.  Silver Mountain Software.  Cedar Hill, TX (800-214-2144, http://www.silvermnt.com).  Scholarly program emphasizing original languages (MT; LXX; GNT; Vulgata; translations, roots, and parsing in interlinear (now including OT); complete lexical and grammatical concording) with translations and reference works (Bible Studies Index to 100’s of volumes, L-N, L-S).  Integrates with Online Bible (which see).  Win.

* Bible Works for Windows.  3.2.  Hermeneutika.  Big Fork, MT (800-742-4253, http://www.intr.net/bibleworks).  Scholarly program emphasizing original languages (MTs, LXX, GNT, Vulgata, parsing, complete lexical and grammatical concording) with translations. and reference works (BDB, Easton, RWP, TSK).  Win.

Dead Sea Scrolls Revealed.  Licensed by the Israeli Antiquities Authority.  Through Cokesbury, Nashville, TN (800-409-5346).  A true multimedia work on a college level by “the experts in the field.”  CD, Mac, Win.

* Greek Tutor CD.  Quick Verse Library.  Parsons Technology.  Hiawatha, IA (800-223-6925,  http://www.parsonstech.com).  Excellent, multimedia, language training program.

HeavenWord.  HeavenWord.  Raleigh, NC.  (888-726-4715).  Audio Bible which allows the creation of collections of texts.  CD, Win.

* Hebrew Tutor CD.  Quick Verse Library.  Parsons Technology.  Hiawatha, IA (800-223-6925, http://www.parsonstech.com).  Excellent, multimedia, language training program.

Hooked on Hebrew.  Bridgestone Multimedia.  Chandler,AZ (800-622-3070, http://www.bridgestonemultimedia.com).  Teaches modern and biblical.  Use by U.S. Embassy Staff in Tel Aviv.”  CD.

HyperBible.  4.  Kirkbride.  Indianapolis, IN (800-428-4385, http://www.kirkbride.com).  Translations, concordance, Strong (that talks!), xref, Thompson (the original), maps, images, and references (applications, archaeological supplement, character studies, Easton, MHCC).  CD, Win.

* Logos Library System / Bible Software.  2.0.  Logos Research Systems.  Oak Harbor, WA (800-875-6467, http://www.logos.com).  A thoroughly integrated approach to biblical and theological studies designed for a Windows® platform with all the features plus currently the largest collection of reference works. Available in 4 levels, the last containing a huge number of books, including the entire Word Biblical Commentary.  LLS.  CD, Win.  

New Interpreter’s Bible.  Abingdon.  Nashville, TN (800-672-1789).  Commentary with parallel NIV and NRSV, commentary and “Reflections.”  Vols. 1 and 8 available of 12 available. 

New Oxford Study Bible and Reference Works.  Oxford U. Press.  New York, NY (800-334-4249 ext. 6096).  “The best ecumenical electronic study Bible available.”  New Revised Standard Version with capable, if not always Evangelical essays, notes, and cross-references. 

* Online Bible.  Online Bible USA.  Bronson, MI (800-243-7124).  Comprehensive and economical collection: translations, original languages with some parsing, foreign languages, concordance, xrefs, Thompson, topics, Strong, maps, and reference works (Barnes, BDB concise, John Gill,  RWP, TSK).  DOS, Mac, Win.




The Online Bible site also has a collection of approximately 1000 works on DVD at reasonable cost.

PC Study Bible.  2.  Biblesoft.  Seattle, WA (800-995-9058).  Translations, basic original languages, transliterated interlinear, concordances, Strong,  xrefs, maps, reference works (the older ISBE, Nave, Unger, Vine), and images.  DOS, Win.

* Quick Verse Library.  Parsons Technology.  Hiawatha, IA (800-223-6925, http://www.parsonstech.com).  Collection of programs (many with images) which combine seamlessly into a system.  E.g: (1) Quick Verse: translations (1 included), concordance, xrefs, Naves.  (2) New Bible Reference CD: QV, plus: Holman*, MHCC*, PC Bible Atlas*, Strong*, TSK*.  (3) Deluxe Bible Reference Collection CD: as NBR above, plus: NAS concordance, Believer’s Study Bible, New Schofield, Ryrie.  (4) Bible Companion Collection: New Bible Companion, Commentary on the Whole Bible, concise theology, historical texts, teaching aids.  (5) Basic Theology: more extensive than the concise.  (6) A great atlas.  (7) A huge collection of other works.  CD as noted but * indicates floppy availability, all Win, some DOS, STEP.  

* Sage Digital Library.  SAGE Software.  Albany, OR (800-297-4307, http://www.sagelibrary.com).  Two CDs (thus far) containing enormous amounts of extremely useful historical and some modern resources: (e.g. 38 vols. of the Church Fathers; Calvin’s Institutes; Luther’s “95 Theses;” 14 vols. of Wesley; biographies of Finney, Moody, Hudson Taylor).  More than 220 books.  CD. DOS. Mac, Win.

WORDsearch.  4.  NavPress Software.  Austin, TX (800-888-9898).  Translations, basic original languages, concordance, “LESSONmaker,” maps, and reference works (Life Application Bible).  STEP.

Software of related interest.  Library Master Bibliographic Database Manager.  Balboa Software.  Willowdale, Ontario,   Canada (800-763-8542, www.balboa-software.com).  An option for those in scholarship.

Computer Materials: Software Vendors

American Bible Sales: 870 Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim, CA 92805; 800-535-5131. 

Bible Research Systems: 2013 Wells Branch Pkwy, #304, Austin, TX 78728; 800-423-1228. 

Biblesoft: 22014 7th Ave South, Seattle, WA 98198; 800-995-9058. 

Center for the Computerization of Ancient Texts (CCAT): University of Pennsylvania; 215-898-1597. 

Christian Book Distributors: 508-977-5000 

Church Bytes, Inc: 562 Brightleaf Square #9, 905 West Main Street, Durham, NC 27701; 919-479-5242.  A major source of information and publications. 

Ellis Enterprises: 4205 McAuley Blvd, Suite 385, Oklahoma City, OK 73120; 800-729-9500. 

Future Vision Software, Inc: 800-359-9169.  "Teaching tools for the Church and Sunday School." 

Gramcord Institute: 2218 NE Brookview Dr, Vancouver, WA 98686; 206-576-3000. 

Hermeneutika: PO Box 98563, Seattle, WA: 98198; 206-824-9673.  A major distributor of church, theological, and related software.            

Kingdom Computers: Lambs Creek Road, PO Box 506, Mansfield, PA 16933; 717-622-7515.  Distributors of hard- and software. 

Kirkbride Technology: 335 West 9th St, Indianapolis, In 46202; 800-428-4385. 

Logos Research Systems, Inc: 2117 200th Ave West, Oak Harbor, WA 98277; 800-875-6467. 

NavPress Software: PO Box 35006, Colorado Springs, CO 80935; 800-888-9898. 

Parsons Technology: One Parsons Drive, PO Box 100, Hiawatha, IA 52233-0100; 800-223-6925. 

Public Brand Software: PO Box 51315, Indianapolis, IN: 46251; Voice: 1-800-426-3475 (317-856-7571 in Indianapolis), Modem: 317-856-2087.  A "Shareware" distributor with a great catalog. 

Silver Mountain Software: 1029 Tanglewood, Cedar Hill, TX 75104; 800-214-2144. 

Westminster Seminary: 215-887-5511. 

White Harvest Software: PO Box 97153, Raleigh, NC 27624; 919-870-0775.

Woodside Bible Fellowship: Ontario, Canada; 519-664-2266.  

Word Ministry Resource (Word Publishers): PO Box 2518, Waco, TX 76702-2518; 800-933-9673.  Book and software publisher. 

Zondervan Publishing House: 5300 Patterson Ave, SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49530; 616-698-3222.  Book and software publisher. 

NECESSITIES


The following books are the basic building blocks of a good library.  Most students will have to use them in school and yet will never fully outgrow.  They are basic, scholarly works that will stand the test of time.  A few works of practical theology have also been included. 

Archer, Gleason L.  Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1982. 

Assemblies of God.  Where We Stand.  Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1990.  A bound, very useful summary of AG beliefs.  

Beaver, R.  Pierce,  et al , eds.  Eerdman's Handbook to the World's Religions.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1982. 

Brachter, Robert G.  Old Testament Quotations in the New Testament.  New York, NY: United Bible Societies, 1961. 

Brauer, Jerald C.  The Westminster Dictionary of Church History.  Philadelphia, PA: Westminster, 1971. 

Bromiley, G.W.  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  4 vols.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 

Brown, Colin.  New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology.  3 vols.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Craig, William Lane.  Apologetics, An Introduction.  Chicago, IL: Moody, 1984. 

Dowley, Tim,  et al.  Eerdman's Handbook to the History of Christianity.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1978. 

Elwell, Walter A.  The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1984. 

--- and Douglas Buckwalter, ed.  Topical Analysis of the Bible.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1991.  An excellent NIV based topical Bible. 

Erickson, Millard J.  Christian Theology.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985. 

Gaebelein, Frank E.  Expositor's Bible Commentary.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, in process. 

Guthrie, Donald.  New Testament Introduction.  Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1990. 

Harris, R. Laird,  et al.  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament.  2 vols. Moody. 

Harrison, Roland Kenneth.  Introduction to the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1969. 

Horton, Stanley M., ed.  Systematic Theology, A Pentecostal Perspective.  Springfield: Logion Press (GPH), 1994.  Definitive AG systematic text.   

House, H.  Wayne.  Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament . Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1981. 

Kaiser, Walter and Moises Silva.  An Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993. 

McDowell, Josh.  Evidence that Demands a Verdict.  San Bernardino, CA: Here's Life Publishers, 1979. 

---.  More Evidence that Demands a Verdict.  San Bernardino, CA: Campus Crusade for Christ (Here's Life Publishers), 1975. 

Nave, Orville J.  Nave's Topical Bible.  McLean, VA: MacDonald, n.d. 

Ramm, Bernard L.  Protestant Biblical Interpretation.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1973. 

Robinson, Haddon W.  Biblical Preaching.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1980. 

Walton, Robert C.  Chronological and Background Charts of Church History.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986. 

---.  Chronological Charts of the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1978. 

Williams, Ernest S.  Systematic Theology.  3 vols.  Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1981. 

Williams, J.  Rodman.  Renewal Theology.  3 vols.  Grand Rapids, MI: 1990.  

Young, Robert.  Young's Analytical Concordance.  Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1982. 

