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	WELCOME!


Hello and welcome to our course in the “Foundations of Christian Thought.”  Our goal will be to think about and to learn how to think about crucial issues of life from a Christian perspective.  This may be more difficult than one may expect.  There are several reasons for this.  The world is changing so radically (socially, technologically, spiritually, etc.) that we will barely recognize it in a few years.  Also, our Christian culture may be disconnected from its Scriptural foundation and disconnected from the world it is called to reach.  Finally, we each need to mature spiritually to meet the challenges ahead of us.


We will use a modified mastery approach to learning with repeatable assignments at each grade level in order to gain a strong grasp on the material from basic terms to research skills.  We will also use technology such as electronic textbooks and the Internet to communicate, research, evaluate, and learn.  Most importantly, we will put a high value on learning basic material and on developing research skills and independent and creative thinking.


We look forward to a wonder-filled adventure of intensive intellectual and spiritual learning.  God bless!  


	Description
	
	Page 1


A practical study and application of principles for Christian thought.  This course provides basic personal knowledge, understanding, skills, and experience for worldviews, ethics, apologetics, contemporary (in harmony with Luke 2:52 cf 1 Sam. 2:26). 

	Goals
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In harmony with VFCC's mission “to prepare individuals for a life of service and leadership," the student shall acquire the knowledge, skills, and affects relevant to the course topics as demonstrated by the following.

1. Recognize, define, recall, describe, and distinguish concepts in the Glossary; evaluated by “Data Understanding Surveys” (“DOA”s or tests) at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “D”). 

2. Answer specific questions and defend specific positions utilizing standard texts; evaluated by short essays based on assigned readings at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “C”).

3. Formulate a thesis or an hypothesis and identify and research related secondary and primary sources; evaluated by a written thesis or hypothesis and research notes at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “B”).

4. Compose, communicate, and argue a polemical position; evaluated by a formal written project at the 90% level (see: Requirements, For an “A”).

5. Reflect upon and apply this material intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, special assignments, and service learning (see: Requirements, Essential Notes). 

	Resources
	
	Page 1


McDowell, Josh.  A Ready Defense, The Best of Josh McDowell.  Compiled by Bill Wilson.  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1993.

Palmer, Michael D., ed.  Elements of a Christian World View.  Springfield, MO: Logion Press, 1998.
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Chalk, computer media, debates, diagrams, discussions, exercises, groups, guest speakers, humor, Internet research, group projects, lectures, overheads, prayer, reading, slides, student “encouragers,” stuffies, tests, videos, writing.  We will also be “linking” with other classes, faculty, and specialists from outside the College.
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( For a “D”  Achieve 1 of 4 DOAs at 80% (based on the attached Glossary). 

* This will help you gain a basic vocabulary, understanding, and overview of the entire subject.  Goal 1.

· DOA  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Assessments based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.
· As part of an assigned group, present an overview of a chapter in Elements of a Christian Worldview to the class with a handout emphasizing all the study questions at the end of the chapter.
 ( For a “C”  Achieve a D and do ESSAYS at 80% (formal, assigned below). 
* This helps you engage your textbooks, prepare for class, and develop thoughtful reading skills.  Goal 2.
· Select one question from each of Palmer’s chapters 2-12 (11 total) and write formal (include a proper bibliography with annotation), less than one page answer.  Entitle your essays: Bible, History, Science, Humanity, Work, Rest, Ethics, Music, Literature, Entertainment, and Politics.  These MUST be handed in hard copy in the class period where they are to be discussed (see Outline below). 

( For a “B” Achieve a C and do an APOLOGETICS PROJECT at 80%.
* This helps you develop research, communication, analytical, and argumentation skills.  Goals 3 and 4.
· APOLOGETICS LETTER  Submit a 5 or more page letter to your “child” (assuming you will be deceased by the time they can read it) explaining to them why they should believe in Christianity.  Recommend and describe at least 2 books (other than the Bible and course texts) and on Internet site (see our library) to help them.

( For an “A”  Achieve a B and do an ETHICS PROJECT at 90%.
* This helps you develop research, communication, analytical, and argumentation skills.  Goals 3 and 4.
· ETHICS LETTER  Submit a 5 or more page letter to your “child” (assuming you will be deceased by the time they can read it) explaining to them how they should make ethical decisions.  Recommend and describe at least 2 books (other than the Bible and course texts) and on Internet site (see our library) to help them.

ESSENTIAL NOTES  Goal 5.
· If you have disabilities or special challenges, please contact the professor immediately.

· SERVICE LEARNING  There is no departmental requirement, but teach a lay class based on this material and submit a 1 page outline and 1 page evaluation for 1 point of extra credit.  Goal 5.
· Unexcused absences of more than 2 weeks jeopardizes any curve or extra credit.  Lateness or leaving early equals 1/2 absence and class disturbance 1 week.  Most College activities (sports, etc.) are unexcused.

· For all C, B, and A requirements.  (1) Use approved course topics.  (2) Formal MLA form and style are required for grading.  See “Frequently Asked Questions
,” the MLA manual, and use the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.  (3) Email as Word attachments.  As the document name, the email subject line, and to the right of your name in the MLA heading use: your VFCC email address, course number, requirement title (in underlined, bold, caps; above).  Example: b_bear@vfcc.edu th303 Humanity  Click here for details on pg 8  (4) You may revise and resubmit until the due date.  Put your revised requirement at the end of corrected document I email back to you.  I usually grade and email back within 24 hours.  
· Unexcused, late work (after 4:30 p.m.) loses 5% per 24 hours and is not accepted after the last, regular class day.

· Extra credit may be applied where needed most.  (For a first assignment: as a group of 2-5 students, prepare a PowerPoint presentation describing a major figure or concept relevant to this class.)

· Backup and keep copies of everything until you have received an appropriate, final grade from the Registrar. 
· If you question any grade, see me.  I happily will reconsider without any risk of a grade reduction to you.

· Attempting higher grades and demonstrating interest encourages the professor to graciousness.  Note Goal 3.
· Electronically posted grade summaries will be available on the Web with a personal code number at any time.

	Study Time Estimate 
	
	Page 1



Our class meets for approximately 37 hours.  You should spend a minimum of twice as many hours (74) studying outside of class.  A useful schedule by requirement may be: D: 16 hours, C: 16, B: 16 hours, A: 26 hours.

z

	Outline
	
	Page 1


· Aug 23: Introduction.

· Aug 27: Glossary review.

· August 30: Read: “Elements of a Christian Worldview,” in: Elements of a Christian Worldview (no written assignment).

· Sep 13: DOA 1.

· Sep 18: Aplogetics, read selectively (25%) from McDowell.

· Sep 25: Due: Bible Essay.  Read: “The Role of the Bible in Shaping a Christian Worldview,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Sep 27: DOA 2.
· Oct 9: Due: History Essay.  Read: “Voices from the Past: Historical Attempts to Shape a Christian Worldview,”  in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Oct 11: Due: Science Essay.  Read: “The Christian and Natural Science,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Oct 16: Due: Humanity Essay.  Read: “A Perspective on Human Nature,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Oct 18: Due: Work Essay.  Read: “Work,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Oct 23: Due: Rest Essay.  Read: “Entering into ‘Divine Rest’: Toward a Christian View of Leisure,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Oct 25: DOA 3.
· Oct 30: Due: Ethics Essay.  Read: “The Ethics of Being: Character, Community, Praxis”, in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Nov 1: DOA 4.
· Nov 6: Due: Music Essay.  Read: “Music from the Heart of Faith,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Nov 9: Due: First submission of “Apologetics Letter”
· Nov 13: Due: Literature Essay.  Read: “The Place of Literature in a Christian Worldview,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Nov 15: Due: Entertainment Essay.  Read: “Christians and the Entertainment Media Culture,” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Nov: 27: Due: Politics Essay.  Read: “Politics for Christians (and Other Sinners),” in: Elements of a Christian World View.

· Nov 30: Due: First submission of “Ethics Letter”
· Dec 4: Due: Last day for resubmissions of “Apologetics” and “Ethics” projects  Conclusions, questions and other thoughts for the future.

· No Final Exam.
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	Requirement
	Grades:     1          2          3         4
	Highest
	+ EC?
	Final Grade

	DOA administrations
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= D

	Bible | History | Science
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Humanity | Work | Rest
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+  
	= C

	Ethics | Music | Literature
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Entertainment | Politics
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Apologetics Letter revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= B

	Ethics Letter revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 90+
	= A

	Extra Credit at least 1 is assigned
	
	
	
	
	Add extra credit where needed most!
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Frequently Asked Questions INDEX

	How do I to prepare for tests (and DOAs!)?
	How do I do written work?

	What about form and style?
	What are the basic bibliographic forms?

	How does the Professor evaluate?
	What about illness scheduling conflicts?

	How do I do email submissions?
	


How do I to prepare for tests (and DOAs!)?  FAQ Index
· In general.  Pray, rest, and be confident.  You can do it!

· In class.  (1) Sit up front.  (2) Be interactive.  (3) Consider lectures as study times.  (4) Take outline notes.  (5) Stay a few minutes afterward to review what you’ve learned.

· In studying.  (1) Identify essential sources.  (2) Reduce to key ideas and use outlines.  (3) Use cards, cartoons, audio tapes, songs, etc to memorize.  (4) Study in periods of 20-60 minutes.  (5) Before sleeping can be effective.  (6) Do all-nighters early in the semester.  (7) Use study groups.  (8) Study in classroom to reduce test stress.  (9) Ask questions of the professor.

· In testing.  (1) Code answer sheet.  (2) Read carefully.  (3) Do easy ones first.  (5) Guess by elimination.

How do I do written work?  FAQ Index
· Preparation.  (1) Pray unceasingly.  (2) Be sure you know the conditions of the assignment.  (3) Check with the study center if you think this might be useful.

· Choosing a topic.  Unless a topic is already assigned, choose a course controversy!  (1) Initially: read your textbooks, talk to students, and choose something interesting.  (2) Check basic sources: dictionaries and encyclopedia within your field.  (3) Develop a thesis or hypothesis.  (4) Discuss your topic with you professor.

· Doing research.  (1) Collect bibliography: books, journals or periodical articles, and the Internet.  Remember that each of these sources may have their own bibliographies that can lead you to further sources.  (2) Start with dictionaries, encyclopedia, and small works first.  (It is easier to get the big picture this way.)  (3) Be sure to consult the following sources: class texts, dictionaries and encyclopedia in the field, syllabus bibliography, Faculty Bibliography, library card file, periodical indices (especially: ATLA, RIO, RIT, OTA, NTA), professor, Internet.  (4) Take notes on note cards or on your computer.

· Writing.  (1) Review note cards.  (2) Write outline.  (3) Sort cards.  (4) Fill holes.  (5) Write, edit, submit!

What about form and style?  FAQ Index
Note!  (1) Check your style manual for full details!  (2) Inadequacy in these matters prevents grading!!! 

· Form.  Make a good appearance good without strange fonts, light ink in hard copies, etc.  Use 12 point type. Use 1” margins all around.  Do not justify the right margin.  Use the MLA (Modern Language Association) heading (Name, Prof, Class, date) and header (last name and page number in upper right).  

· Style.  Generally, avoid “I.”  (If it is not your writing, there are larger problems to consider!)  When giving dates place AD before or BC after; preferably use BCE and CE after.  Italicize or underline transliterations.  Avoid gender bias by using “humanity,” etc.  Don’t! use contractions (.  

· Citations.  Avoid sequential references, except where necessary.  Cite words and ideas if they appear in less than 3 sources known to you: one volume works (Lastname #), Multiple volume (Lastname #:#).  Cite authors the authors of the sections you use, not editors.  Avoid sequential or repeated citations whenever possible.  They are used only if necessary in descriptions.  Use correct Biblical abbreviations and only in ().

· Quotations.  Quote another's words if they are important, clear, or beautiful; otherwise, summarize!  (Again the 3 other sources rule.)  Use an ellipsis (3 dots for quotes less than a phrase . . . or 4 if more . . . .) to indicate words you left out of the middle of a quote.  “Use quotation.”  When the quote ends a sentence, put the punctuation within the quote marks, unless it changes the meaning.  If the quote is more than 4 lines use a “block quote.”  Indent the quote 10 spaces from the left.  Do not use quote marks.  Citation is after last punctuation. 

· Bibliographic considerations.  Avoid English dictionaries and Bibles in bibliography unless you are citing specific ones, translations, etc.  Separate bibliography into works cited and works consulted sections.  Annotate all works (see below). 
Note the MLA (Modern Language Association) web site http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm. 

· What are the basic bibliographic forms?  FAQ Index  Use these basic forms and your style manual.

Burdick, Donald W.  “James.”  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  Vol. 12.  Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981.  12 vols.  161.  [Work in a multi-volume anthology]

Annotations begin here.  The first line is indented 10, the rest 5.  Complete sentences are not necessary.  If not obvious, describe the subject and section read.  Always comment critically.  

Carson, D. A.  When Jesus Confronts the World: An Exposition of Matthew 8-10.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1987.  [1 author, 1 volume]
---.  The Farewell Discourse and Final Prayer of Jesus: An Exposition of John 14-17.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980.  [Next work in alphabetical order by previous author]
Harnack, Adolf.  Outlines of the History of Dogma.  Trans. / Ed. / Eds. Edwin Knox Mitchell.  Boston: Beacon, 1957.  [1 author, 1 volume, with translator[s] or editor[s]; use Trans., Ed., Eds. as appropriate]

Harris, R. L.  “James.”  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.  [Signed encyclopedia or dictionary article - place and publisher are optional for well known works]
Hawthorne, Gerald F.  Philippians.  Word Biblical Commentary 43.  Waco, TX: Word, 1983.  [Separate volume in a series]

Huey, F. B. Jr., and Bruce Corley.  A Student’s Dictionary for Biblical and Theological Studies.  Grand Rapids: Academie, 1983.  [2 authors / co-authors, or more, of 1 volume]
Moo, Douglas.  “James.”  Evangelical Commentary on the Bible.  Ed. Walter A. Elwell.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.  1150.  [Article in an anthology: individual sections by individual authors]
“Wesley Center for Applied Theology.”  Northwest Nazerane College.  http://wesley.nnc.edu/  (20 Oct. 1996).  [Web site: site name in quotes, author of the site, the address, and the date you visited.]
Wilkinson, John.  "Healing in the Epistle of James."  Scottish Journal of Theology 24 (1971): 326-345.  [Article in a journal paginated by volume, 24.2 if paginated by issue]
* Note these web sites for form and style. 

Bibliographic Formats for Citing Electronic Information.  Information Today.  http://www.uvm.edu/~ncrane/estyles  (10 Aug 2000).

MLA web site.  The Modern Language Association.  http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm  (5 Sep 2000).

How does the Professor evaluate?  FAQ Index
Note that the following sections distinguish formal written work, general projects, and exegetical projects. 

Pre-grade your work by using these parameters!  See the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.

· For all formal written work.  Is the title both descriptive and clever (usually requiring two parts)?  Does the introduction engage the reader and clearly present the issue, options, and or hypotheses?  Is the writing style formal, clear, and interesting?  What quality are the sources, especially, is the use of primary sources?

· For general research and analysis projects.  How difficult is the topic, thesis, etc?  How complete and clear are the descriptions of the various positions, arguments, etc?  Are all sides of the argument (or only those you’ve chosen to consider) presented?  Is the analysis (strengths and weaknesses) of each position accurate and clear?  Are you creative in handling the data and coming to conclusions (but accuracy is most important)?  Are your conclusions drawn clearly, rigorously, and according to the data?  Have the major points been summarized?

· For exegetical projects.  Is the survey or outline of book clear to the level of paragraphs (except in long books)?  Does the introduction to book consider all the aspects of authorship, date, audience, etc; relevant to your passage?  Is there a good defense of the limits of your passage referring to translations, etc?  Have the key words been studied in “lexicography” narrowing their meaning down to their use in the passage?  Is there a clear structural diagram with explanation of the main features?  Are cultural and historical backgrounds considered?  Are passage parallel passages identified and analyzed in relation to your passage?  Does your translation and commentary bring together the learning of the other sections in a coherent and integrated fashion?  Are the essential beliefs and behaviors taught in the passage identified?  Is a sermon outline provided?

What about illness and scheduling conflicts?  FAQ Index
Things happen in all our lives and your Faculty is committed to help and support you.  Please note.

· If you need to be away for a DOA, etc; for College or personal reasons, please petition to take it ahead of time. 
· If illness requiring medical care or unexpected College or significant personal reasons cause you to miss classes or a requirement date, please petition at your earliest convenience.
· Your petition should be on paper (not email) and include: (1) the date; (2) your name, phone, and email; (3) a brief description of the reason; (4) the number of days and the dates of time lost; (5) the classes and assignments affected; and (6) your signature.  I will consider every petition with great care and respond as quickly as possible.

How do I do email submissions?  FAQ Index   Requirements
· Here are additional details on submitting assignments electronically.  Our Storms Research Center and IT (Information Technology) staffs and I are always ready to help. 

· For all A, B, and C requirements use MLA form and style and submit them as Word email attachments to: brmarino@vfcc.edu or ddsheets@vfcc.edu , depending upon the class in which you are registered.

· The basic steps in attaching a document to an email are.  (This is the general process for most email software.) 

(1) Open an email window and Fill in the email “To” and “Subject” lines.   

(2) Click the attachment button or tab. 

(3) Browse for the document you want to attach. 

(4) Double click and/or attach the document. 

(5) Send the email. 

· To help us return your work back to you more efficiently, please use an “info-line” containing 3 items. 

(1) Your VFCC email address (even if you may send your document from a different email address).

(2) The course number. 

(3) The requirement title (see the "Requirements" section in this syllabus where the titles are in bold type). 

· Use this “info-line” in 3 places. 

(1) As the name of your document. 

(2) As the subject line of your email. 

(3) Next to your name in the MLA heading. 

· Using the “info-line” after his name, “A” student, Bruce Bear’s ( MLA heading looks like this:

Bruce Bear b_bear@vfcc.edu cl113 Work

Dr. Marino

Foundations of Christian Thought

January 1, 2001
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GLOSSARY INDEX  (Rev 06.08.00)  Material in small print or in parentheses is for your benefit and is not the subject of DOA’s.

Click on the audio pronunciation symbols     to hear the pronunciation of difficult terms.

	Concepts
	Scripture

	Essay Questions
	


1. Concepts Glossary Index  

1.1. Aesthetics.  The philosophy of beauty, art, its meaning and our response. 

1.1.1. Four criteria for evaluating art (from Schaeffer): 

1.1.1.1. Is it technically excellent?

1.1.1.2. Is it valid, having a real philosophical perspective?

1.1.1.3. Is the intellectual content consistent with spiritual truth?

1.1.1.4. Are the content and vehicle coherently integrated?

1.2. 
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Apologetics.  The defense of the faith (or other positions one may have).  One gives and "apologetic."

1.2.1. Classical arguments for the existence of God.

1.2.1.1. Anthropological argument(s).  An argument for the existence of God that requires God as the cause of our moral sense (also called the moral argument), belief in ultimate justice, etc.

1.2.1.2. 
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Cosmological argument or the argument from causation.  An argument for God's existence that argues since the universe exists it had to be caused and the only uncaused cause must be God.

1.2.1.3. 
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Ontological argument.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the idea of a perfect being, God, requires that such a being actually exists.

1.2.1.4. Teleological argument or the argument from design.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the design of the universe implies or requires a designer.

1.2.2. Transformational model.  The Pauline approach of using aspects of non-Christian culture that are similar to the Gospel to create openings for the Word of God.

1.2.3. Types of apologetics (one formulation of many). 

1.2.3.1. Affective apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to appeal to the emotions.

1.2.3.2. Presupposition apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to understand and then cast doubt upon the other’s belief system before presenting the claims of Christ.

1.2.3.3. Evidential apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to marshal facts in favor of Christianity.

1.2.3.4. Power apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to use miracles to demonstrate the faith.

1.3. Ethics.  The theory of good and evil as applied to personal actions, decisions, and relations; moral values.

1.3.1. Altruism.  The belief that the good of others is the highest goal.

1.3.2. Daniel’s model of discernment.  Daniel was thoroughly steeped in God’s understanding and yet understood his contemporary culture without being “hopelessly naive” or “legalistically rigid.”

1.3.3. 
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Deontological ethics.  Greek: "deon," "duty."  A rule based ethic in which the right thing is determined by following the proscribed behavior and not considering the outcomes.

1.3.4. 
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Hedonism.  The belief that the goal of human behavior is to produce the most pleasure.  It may also extend to the idea that all human motivations arise from a desire for self-pleasure. 

1.3.5. 
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Decalogue.  The Ten Commandments.

1.3.6. Moral evil.  Evil that is the result of human choice (e.g. genocide).

1.3.7. Natural evil.  Evil that is the result of natural forces (e.g. earthquakes).

1.3.8. Norm. The typical standards found in a culture, usually relating to morals, ethics, aesthetics, etc.

1.3.9. Situation ethics.  The theory that ethics are dictated but present circumstances not general rules.

1.3.10. 
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Teleological ethics.  An ethical system in which the outcome can determine the ethical nature of the act (e.g. lying to save an innocent person's life).

1.3.11. 
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Theodicy.  The study of the problem of evil, what and why evil exists.

1.3.12. Utilitarianism.  The belief that the correct behavior is the one that maximizes the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.

1.3.13. Values.  What a person believes is most important in terms of making fundamental life decisions.

1.4. Religion.  A cultural event usually consisting of beliefs, rituals, and ethics focused on the transcendent.

1.4.1. Agnosticism.  The "belief" that there is insufficient evidence to determine something, often used in reference to God. 

1.4.2. Atheism.  The belief that there is not God.  (Think: "a" = not [as in asymmetrical], and theos [as in God].)

1.4.3. Deism.  The belief that God created the universe but has no more interaction with it, thus, there are no miracles.

1.4.4. 
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Imtatio Christi.  Latin for the “imitation of Christ.”

1.4.5. 
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Kiononia.  The ideal of Christian fellowship.

1.4.6. Mysticism.  The pursuit of immediate contact with the transcendent. 

1.4.7. Myth.  A typically popular narrative or story which employs divine characters, usually conveying some a great truth.  (See Sacred Writings.)

1.4.8. Pantheism.  A belief that God is everything, that everything is God.

1.4.9. Polytheism.  The belief in many gods.

1.4.10. Revelation.  That which cannot be known naturally, but which is revealed by a higher power.

1.4.10.1. Natural revelation.  Revelation that is based on observations of nature, conscience, history, etc.

1.4.10.2. Special revelation.  Revelation revealed by the transcendent.

1.4.11. Ritual.  A repeated, ceremonial, act; often of religious significance, that recollects some significant understanding or event.  

1.4.12. Sacred / secular.  That which has to do with the religious and that which has to do with the non-religious.

1.4.13. Sacred writings.  Authoritative, usually revealed, religious writings.  (See Myth.)

1.4.14. Theism.  The belief that beyond the materialistic universe there is a God Who intervenes supernaturally.

1.4.15. Theology.  The formal belief system of a religion.

1.4.16. Transcendent, transcendental.  That which is beyond, often referring to the spiritual.

1.5. Culture.  “The arts, habits, and behaviors of a social group.”

1.5.1. Types of culture.

1.5.1.1. High culture.  “The best and most sophisticated of available culture.

1.5.1.2. Pop(ular) culture.  That which is typical culture.  The culture of the masses.  Fashion, entertainment, etc.

1.5.1.3. Visual entertainment popular culture.  Film, TV, video, and technological culture.

1.5.2. Media.  Any technology for presenting information.

1.6. Politics.  The formal governance, control, and organization of a society.

1.6.1. Christian Right.  Politically conservative Americans who are motivated by Christian beliefs.

1.6.2. Conservative.  People who believe government should preserve the traditional values of society.

1.6.3. Liberal.  People who believe that government should be less concerned with traditional values than the active development of its citizenry in light of contemporary ideals.

1.6.4. Libertarian.  People who believe the least government (often limited to treaties, defense, police, and courts) is best.

1.6.5. Right.  The more conservative end of the political spectrum.

1.6.6. Left.  The more liberal end of the political spectrum.

1.7. Science, natural science, scientific method.  A body of knowledge and technique relating to nature which assumes its consistency and is based on observation, hypothesis, and controlled and repeatable experiments.

1.7.1. Hard vs Soft sciences.  Hard sciences (e.g. chemistry and physics) tend to be more objective than soft sciences (psychology and sociology.)

1.7.2. Psychology.  The study of the thought, personality, and behavior of persons.

1.7.2.1. Clinical psychology.  That branch of psychology concerned with healing.

1.7.2.2. Experimental psychology. That branch of psychology concerned with understanding the why of human behavior.

1.7.2.3. Humanistic psychology.  That branch of psychology concerned with advancing human potential.

1.7.3. Sociology.  The scientific study of humans in groups or societies. 

1.8. Worldview or Weltanschauung.  “A set of beliefs and practices that shape a person’s approach to the most important issues in life.”

1.8.1. 
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Ideology.  The core, usually formal, beliefs (ideas) of a worldview.

1.8.2. Some worldviews.

1.8.2.1. Communism.  The economic and political philosophy that understand human beings as defined by social and economic class. 

1.8.2.2. Enlightment.  An 18th century philosophical movement emphasizing reason and science while questioning traditional values.

1.8.2.3. Existentialism.  A philosophy that believes that truth one creates one’s self in the act of choice.  One should avoid the herd instinct of humanity.

1.8.2.4. Humanism.  A worldview which sees the human being as the highest authority.

1.8.2.5. Naturalism.  The belief that the material universe is all that is and that it may be fully understood through science.  (See theism.) 

1.8.2.6. Postmodernism.  A contemporary philosophy that believes truth is ultimately subjective and, hence, relative.

1.8.2.7. Relativism.  The philosophy that one person’s opinion or truth is just as good as anothers.

2. Scripture Glossary Index   (Know book, chapter, and basic ideas).

2.1. Gen 1 "In the beginning God spoke."

2.2. Isa 1(:18) "Come let us reason together says the Lord."

2.3. John 1(:1) Jesus as the Word, Logos, or "principle of reason" of God.

2.4. John 8(:32) "And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free."

2.5. John 14(:6) "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

2.6. 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 Don’t offend the weaker brother with your knowledge.

2.7. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God.

2.8. Col 2(:8) Paul refers to "philosophy," that is according to human traditions, indicating there must be a philosophy after godly traditions as indicated by Paul's use of philosophical argumentation.

3. Essay Questions  To Glossary Index  In your best interest, the kindly professor reserves the right to assign potential, specific essay questions from the course materials usefully prior to DOAs.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This syllabus is designed as an electronic document written in the Word for Windows.  In addition to color it contains a number of other features.     1. It is best viewed in the “Page Layout” view.  USE HIGHER SETTINGS IF VISUALLY CHALLENGED.     2. It is hyperlinked internally so you can navigate around it with ease.  Start at the “Syllabus Index” on the first page or screen and click on the desired button.  From any location you may return to the index by clicking on the nearest “Page 1” button or double and then single clicking the page header.     3. There are also hyperlinks to various web sites and email addresses. By clicking on these while connected to the Internet you will automatically go there.     4. There are imbedded comments, such as the one you are now reading.  These are highlighted in yellow and underlined.     5. Difficult terms in the Glossary have audio pronunciations built in that may be activated by clicking on the speaker icons.     6. There are also helps for doing assignments and taking tests, a place to record your grades, a “Student Information Form” that includes an automated table to help you assess your learning style, and a “Writing Analysis Form” to help you pre-grade your work and receive feedback from the professor.     Finally, in case this document becomes damaged you can always download a new copy from the author’s web site.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� THE FOLLOWING ARE FAQ TOPICS.     How do I prepare for tests (and DOAs)?     How do I do written work?     What about form and style?     What are the basic bibliographic forms?     How does the Professor evaluate?     How do I evaluate my learning style?     What if I have an emergency?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Is there a clear description of the intent of your project in the title or subtitle (see next note)?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you have a clever, even whimsical, title or subtitle that helps get and focus the readers attention (see previous note)?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Is your writing style correct English (unless there is an appropriate and clear reason why it should be otherwise) and appropriate and engaging?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Are your research sources at least college level?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use this section for projects other than exegesis projects.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you state the goal of your project in a thesis statement or make an experimental hypothesis?  The difficulty of the thesis or hypothesis will be considered when grading.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Have you described the various positions relative to your thesis.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you give all the positions concerning your project or do you intentionally limit it to a few specific positions and is this clear to the reader?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you bring anything fresh to the description, understanding, or solution to the topic of your project?  Note that novelty is no substitute for substance.  Substance is the necessary foundation for creativity.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� How clearly and cogently do you probe the significance and relationships of the various positions (including your own) that you consider?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you summarize the major issues, positions, and results of your project?





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do you bring out your conclusions clearly and concisely including their significance and any suggestions for further research?  Note that you may conclude that there is no clear solution to the concerns of your project.  In such a case you must be clear that there is no clear solution and give evidence as to why this is so.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use this section for exegesis projects.  Note that these items correspond to the “Exegetical Essay Outline” of the “Essential Exegesis” document attached to the hermeneutics and book study courses.  (You do not need to use the “General Projects” section.)





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� SURVEY OR OUTLINE OF BOOK Outline of the book down to paragraphs. Coordinate with the LIMITS.  In long books outline broadly going to paragraphs only near your exegesis.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� INTRODUCTION TO BOOK Discuss how: testament, language, genre, theme, purpose / reason for writing, authenticity, sources, canonicity, author (who and all about him), conditions of authorship, date, audience (who and all about them), opponents (who and all about them), special history, special geography, etc. affect your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� LIMITS OF PASSAGE Discuss  where your paragraph and those before and after it begin and end.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� GRAMMAR, STYLE, AND GENRE Discuss the impact of this data upon your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� LEXICAL (WORD) STUDIES For key words, include: Transliteration (emphasized), Strong's number, brief translation, discussion of the main meaning(s) of the word by period (OT: by genre and/or period; NT: classical, OT/LXX, NT, author), synonyms, antonyms, and range of meaning your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM Present diagram. May be in pencil and an appendix.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDS Discuss issues relating to your passage.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� PARALLEL PASSAGES Group and discuss relevant passages as to topic, wording, direct parallels, form, conflicting passages.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� TRANSLATION AND COMMENTARY (identify translations throughout the essay!).     INTRODUCTION Discuss major themes and purpose and placement in the book of the paragraph.     VERSE BY VERSE Change NAS based on your research (word studies, translations, etc.).  Goals: (1) Literalness.  (2) Author's mood.  (3) Clarity.  (4) Below the translation of each verse:  (4.1.) Describe and explain changes to NAS.  (4.2.) Write a brief commentary of the verse based on your research.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� APPLICATION Be sensitive to human and divine meanings and:      DOCTRINAL TEACHINGS Discuss what beliefs the passage teaches.     PRACTICAL TEACHINGS Discuss what behaviors the passages teaches.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Check the MLA web site for details: �HYPERLINK "http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm"��http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm�





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use 10 point type with a standard font such a Times New Roman.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� A transliteration is a word using “English” letters to make an equivalent sound to the word in the original language.  





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Unless you are explaining a particular author, multiple references from a single source should not be used one after the other.  Rather, one should attempt to integrate and summarize material.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use 1 inch margins on all sides.  Note that Word for Windows has a default setting of 1.25 inches for the left margin.  Margins are set by clicking FILE and then PAGE SETUP.  If you check the default box, all future documents will have the margins you specify.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In order to be respectful and to be listened to, you should avoid using gender specific terms like he, she, man, woman, etc. when you are not referring to a specific gender.  It is best to use terms like he or she, persons, humanity, etc.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In formal writing one does not usually cite standard English dictionaries, unless they are particularly germane to your topic.  Similarly, unless specific translations or study Bible are at issue, it is not usual to include specific Bibles in the bibliography.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Do not justify right margin since it can make reading more difficult. 





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Spell out the name of Biblical books in your text unless they are in parentheses.  Within parentheses, use proper Biblical abbreviations.  These may be found at my web site in the “Helps for Writing” document or in the standard journals.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You should have a works cited (works that are actually referenced in your project) and works consulted (works that you examined, but did not find the need to specifically reference in your work).  Note that these should be in two separate sections with separate titles: Works Cited and Works Consulted.  All entries should be complete in form and have an annotation.  Standard, English dictionaries and various Bible translations are included in the consulted section.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper MLA heading: Your full name, the Prof's name, the course name and number, and the date you submitted your work.  Immediately to the right of your name in the heading insert an info-line.  This consists of your vfcc email address – even if you mailed it from a different address, the course number, and the title of the requirement taken directly from the syllabus.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� AD, from the Latin (hence italicized) Anno Domini, and traditionally written as small capitals, is usefully translated: in the year of our Lord, thus coming before the year number (e.g. AD 2000).  It signifies any year since the traditional birth year of Christ.  (This was the year AD 1.  As an aside, there is no year 0 [zero], except in a class B science fiction movie from the 1950’s.  In fact the traditional year of Christ’s birth is by most estimates about 4 to 5 years after the actual year of His birth.  A further important miscellany is that the plaque left on the Moon by the first visitors from earth incorrectly places AD after the number.)  BC is the traditional abbreviation for: Before Christ, (if taken literally, a concept of disputable theological accuracy) signifying years prior to the birth of Christ.  Given that many people do not believe in Christianity, it is typical in many scholarly and other circles today to avoid using Christ’s birth as the pivot point of history.  Hence, the abbreviations BCE, stands for: Before the Common Era and CE, stands for: Common Era, have come into vogue for BC and AD respectively.  I am not adverse to either and typically use BCE and CE out of a desire to meet others where they are.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper bibliographic form.  Basically this is author, title, place of publication, and date.  More specialized forms are available in the syllabus and in the MLA manual, both hardcopy and online.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use a header in the upper right corner of every page consisting of your last name followed by the page number.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Many books, dictionaries, encyclopedia, etc. are compiled by an editor whose name appears on the cover.  The actual chapters, articles, etc. are, however, written by individual authors different from the editor.  Always cite these authors in your citations and bibliography.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Annotate all works, cited and consulted.  Annotations are brief descriptions and appraisals of the text or section to which you referred to help your reader appreciate both their content and the quality.  The first line begins under the bibliographic entry and is indented 10 spaces and subsequent lines 5 spaces.  Complete sentences are not necessary.  If not obvious, describe the subject and section read as opposed to the entire work (e.g. a specific chapter).  Always comment critically on the quality of the work.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Excessive spelling and grammar errors.  Use your grammar and spelling checker.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use proper citation form.  Cite an author and work by putting the author’s last name followed by the page number in parentheses, e.g: (Bear 16).  If there are two authors with the same last name identify the one in question by initials, first name, etc.  If there are two authors for a work, use both their names.  If there are three or more authors, use the first author’s last name followed by a comma and the Latin words et al – meaning and others – in italics.  Do not put a comma in citations between the author’s name and the page or volume number.  If you cite more than one work by the same author, use a short title to after the author’s name to identify the work to which you are referring.  In this case, place a comma between the author’s name and the short title of the work.  For multi-volume works, after the author's name use the volume number, followed immediately by a colon, followed immediately by the page number; e.g: (Bear 3:16).  In most cases the period follows the citation.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use the number of pages of text specified in the syllabus for this requirement.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� In formal, academic writing it is best to avoid using self-referential pronouns such as I, me, etc; unless there is a important reason or you are quoting someone else.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� When a quote is more than three lines in length, make it a block quote.  Keep it double spaced, indent 2 tabs or 10 spaces, put the citation at the end, and do not use quotation marks around it.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Use the number of references specified in the syllabus for this requirement.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Avoid contractions in formal writing unless there is a specific stylistic reason or you are quoting another author.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Consult the grammar checker or the MLA manual either in hardcopy or online to fix this punctuation problem.  Remember that punctuation usually goes within quotation marks.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� You’ve done something I’ve not anticipate!  (





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� The appearance of this document could be improved.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Any time you quote another person’s unique idea, there must be a citation attributing it to them.  Any time you quote another person’s unique words, there it must be indicated by quotation marks or a block quote as well as a citation.
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