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GLOSSARY INDEX  (Rev 06.08.00)  Material in small print or in parentheses is for your benefit and is not the subject of DOA’s.

Click on the audio pronunciation symbols     to hear the pronunciation of difficult terms.

Concepts
Scripture

Essay Questions


1. Concepts Glossary Index  

1.1. Aesthetics.  The philosophy of beauty, art, its meaning and our response. 

1.1.1. Four criteria for evaluating art (from Schaeffer): 

1.1.1.1. Is it technically excellent?

1.1.1.2. Is it valid, having a real philosophical perspective?

1.1.1.3. Is the intellectual content consistent with spiritual truth?

1.1.1.4. Are the content and vehicle coherently integrated?

1.2. 
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Apologetics.  The defense of the faith (or other positions one may have).  One gives and "apologetic."

1.2.1. Classical arguments for the existence of God.

1.2.1.1. Anthropological argument(s).  An argument for the existence of God that requires God as the cause of our moral sense (also called the moral argument), belief in ultimate justice, etc.

1.2.1.2. 
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Cosmological argument or the argument from causation.  An argument for God's existence that argues since the universe exists it had to be caused and the only uncaused cause must be God.

1.2.1.3. 
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Ontological argument.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the idea of a perfect being, God, requires that such a being actually exists.

1.2.1.4. Teleological argument or the argument from design.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the design of the universe implies or requires a designer.

1.2.2. Transformational model.  The Pauline approach of using aspects of non-Christian culture that are similar to the Gospel to create openings for the Word of God.

1.2.3. Types of apologetics (one formulation of many). 

1.2.3.1. Affective apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to appeal to the emotions.

1.2.3.2. Presupposition apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to understand and then cast doubt upon the other’s belief system before presenting the claims of Christ.

1.2.3.3. Evidential apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to marshal facts in favor of Christianity.

1.2.3.4. Power apologetics.  A type of apologetics that seeks to use miracles to demonstrate the faith.

1.3. Ethics.  The theory of good and evil as applied to personal actions, decisions, and relations; moral values.

1.3.1. Altruism.  The belief that the good of others is the highest goal.

1.3.2. Daniel’s model of discernment.  Daniel was thoroughly steeped in God’s understanding and yet understood his contemporary culture without being “hopelessly naive” or “legalistically rigid.”

1.3.3. 
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Deontological ethics.  Greek: "deon," "duty."  A rule based ethic in which the right thing is determined by following the proscribed behavior and not considering the outcomes.

1.3.4. 
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Hedonism.  The belief that the goal of human behavior is to produce the most pleasure.  It may also extend to the idea that all human motivations arise from a desire for self-pleasure. 

1.3.5. 
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Decalogue.  The Ten Commandments.

1.3.6. Moral evil.  Evil that is the result of human choice (e.g. genocide).

1.3.7. Natural evil.  Evil that is the result of natural forces (e.g. earthquakes).

1.3.8. Norm. The typical standards found in a culture, usually relating to morals, ethics, aesthetics, etc.

1.3.9. Situation ethics.  The theory that ethics are dictated but present circumstances not general rules.

1.3.10. 
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Teleological ethics.  An ethical system in which the outcome can determine the ethical nature of the act (e.g. lying to save an innocent person's life).

1.3.11. 
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Theodicy.  The study of the problem of evil, what and why evil exists.

1.3.12. Utilitarianism.  The belief that the correct behavior is the one that maximizes the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.

1.3.13. Values.  What a person believes is most important in terms of making fundamental life decisions.

1.4. Religion.  A cultural event usually consisting of beliefs, rituals, and ethics focused on the transcendent.

1.4.1. Agnosticism.  The "belief" that there is insufficient evidence to determine something, often used in reference to God. 

1.4.2. Atheism.  The belief that there is not God.  (Think: "a" = not [as in asymmetrical], and theos [as in God].)

1.4.3. Deism.  The belief that God created the universe but has no more interaction with it, thus, there are no miracles.

1.4.4. 
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Imtatio Christi.  Latin for the “imitation of Christ.”

1.4.5. 
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Kiononia.  The ideal of Christian fellowship.

1.4.6. Mysticism.  The pursuit of immediate contact with the transcendent. 

1.4.7. Myth.  A typically popular narrative or story which employs divine characters, usually conveying some a great truth.  (See Sacred Writings.)

1.4.8. Pantheism.  A belief that God is everything, that everything is God.

1.4.9. Polytheism.  The belief in many gods.

1.4.10. Revelation.  That which cannot be known naturally, but which is revealed by a higher power.

1.4.10.1. Natural revelation.  Revelation that is based on observations of nature, conscience, history, etc.

1.4.10.2. Special revelation.  Revelation revealed by the transcendent.

1.4.11. Ritual.  A repeated, ceremonial, act; often of religious significance, that recollects some significant understanding or event.  

1.4.12. Sacred / secular.  That which has to do with the religious and that which has to do with the non-religious.

1.4.13. Sacred writings.  Authoritative, usually revealed, religious writings.  (See Myth.)

1.4.14. Theism.  The belief that beyond the materialistic universe there is a God Who intervenes supernaturally.

1.4.15. Theology.  The formal belief system of a religion.

1.4.16. Transcendent, transcendental.  That which is beyond, often referring to the spiritual.

1.5. Culture.  “The arts, habits, and behaviors of a social group.”

1.5.1. Types of culture.

1.5.1.1. High culture.  “The best and most sophisticated of available culture.

1.5.1.2. Pop(ular) culture.  That which is typical culture.  The culture of the masses.  Fashion, entertainment, etc.

1.5.1.3. Visual entertainment popular culture.  Film, TV, video, and technological culture.

1.5.2. Media.  Any technology for presenting information.

1.6. Politics.  The formal governance, control, and organization of a society.

1.6.1. Christian Right.  Politically conservative Americans who are motivated by Christian beliefs.

1.6.2. Conservative.  People who believe government should preserve the traditional values of society.

1.6.3. Liberal.  People who believe that government should be less concerned with traditional values than the active development of its citizenry in light of contemporary ideals.

1.6.4. Libertarian.  People who believe the least government (often limited to treaties, defense, police, and courts) is best.

1.6.5. Right.  The more conservative end of the political spectrum.

1.6.6. Left.  The more liberal end of the political spectrum.

1.7. Science, natural science, scientific method.  A body of knowledge and technique relating to nature which assumes its consistency and is based on observation, hypothesis, and controlled and repeatable experiments.

1.7.1. Hard vs Soft sciences.  Hard sciences (e.g. chemistry and physics) tend to be more objective than soft sciences (psychology and sociology.)

1.7.2. Psychology.  The study of the thought, personality, and behavior of persons.

1.7.2.1. Clinical psychology.  That branch of psychology concerned with healing.

1.7.2.2. Experimental psychology. That branch of psychology concerned with understanding the why of human behavior.

1.7.2.3. Humanistic psychology.  That branch of psychology concerned with advancing human potential.

1.7.3. Sociology.  The scientific study of humans in groups or societies. 

1.8. Worldview or Weltanschauung.  “A set of beliefs and practices that shape a person’s approach to the most important issues in life.”

1.8.1. 
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Ideology.  The core, usually formal, beliefs (ideas) of a worldview.

1.8.2. Some worldviews.

1.8.2.1. Communism.  The economic and political philosophy that understand human beings as defined by social and economic class. 

1.8.2.2. Enlightment.  An 18th century philosophical movement emphasizing reason and science while questioning traditional values.

1.8.2.3. Existentialism.  A philosophy that believes that truth one creates one’s self in the act of choice.  One should avoid the herd instinct of humanity.

1.8.2.4. Humanism.  A worldview which sees the human being as the highest authority.

1.8.2.5. Naturalism.  The belief that the material universe is all that is and that it may be fully understood through science.  (See theism.) 

1.8.2.6. Postmodernism.  A contemporary philosophy that believes truth is ultimately subjective and, hence, relative.

1.8.2.7. Relativism.  The philosophy that one person’s opinion or truth is just as good as anothers.

2. Scripture Glossary Index   (Know book, chapter, and basic ideas).

2.1. Gen 1 "In the beginning God spoke."

2.2. Isa 1(:18) "Come let us reason together says the Lord."

2.3. John 1(:1) Jesus as the Word, Logos, or "principle of reason" of God.

2.4. John 8(:32) "And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free."

2.5. John 14(:6) "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

2.6. 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 Don’t offend the weaker brother with your knowledge.

2.7. 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God.

2.8. Col 2(:8) Paul refers to "philosophy," that is according to human traditions, indicating there must be a philosophy after godly traditions as indicated by Paul's use of philosophical argumentation.

3. Essay Questions  To Glossary Index  In your best interest, the kindly professor reserves the right to assign potential, specific essay questions from the course materials usefully prior to DOAs.
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