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GLOSSARY INDEX  (Rev 06.08.00)  Material in small print or in parentheses is for your benefit and is not the subject of DOA’s.

Click on the audio pronunciation symbols     to hear the pronunciation of difficult terms.

General Terms and Ideas 
Epistemology

Metaphysics
History

Philosophy of Religion and Apologetics
Ethics

Scripture Passages
Essay Questions

1. General Terms and Ideas  To Glossary Index
1.1. Absolute.  That which is the highest or greatest.

1.2. Archetype.  A model or pattern.

1.3. Finite.  Limited in some or all aspects.

Immortality.  The belief that people or whatever do not die.

1.4. Infinite.  Without limit.  Often in reference to God in relation to, and to space and time.

1.5. Philosophy.  Literally "love of knowledge and/or wisdom."  To seek out meaning and understanding, especially of the great issues of life.

1.6. Science.  An organized body of knowledge that includes an overall model experimentally verified.

1.7. Temporal.  Pertaining to time.

1.8. Universal.  That which is everywhere / "every-when" / etc.

2. Epistemology  To Glossary Index  The study of origin, nature, and validity of knowledge and belief.

Cognitive.  Pertaining to the act or process of knowing.

Coherence theory of justification.  The belief that there are no immediately justifiable beliefs, but that is the entirety of the relationship between ideas that justifies them.

2.1. Coherence theory of truth.  A thing is deemed to be true if it is consistent.

2.2. Correspondence theory of truth.  That truth is that which corresponds to reality (as opposed to perception, etc.).

2.3. 
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Empiricism.  The belief that real knowledge is only acquired through sense experience.

Epistemological dualism.  Knowledge consists of a mind that knows and ideas that are known.

Existential meaning.  The personal importance of something.

2.4. 
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Fideism.  The belief that rationality cannot prove the transcendent, only faith can accept it.

2.5. Foundationalism.  The belief that knowledge is based on first principles.  Truth is demonstrated by a chain of logic reaching back to basic ideas.

2.6. Functionalism.  The belief that things are best understood by their function not their essence.

2.7. Innate ideas.  Some ideas are inborn.

Intentionality. Pure consciousness does not exist, it is always expressed in direction toward something.

2.8. Intuitionism.  The belief that least some truth is realized directly, not through the senses. 

2.9. Rationalism.  

2.9.1. A belief in reason as being authoritative in the pursuit of truth.

2.9.2. The belief that at least some ideas are achieved through reason alone without the senses, intuition, etc.

2.10. Relativism.  The belief that there are no absolutes.

Representative perception or representative theory of ideas.  The belief that ideas correspond to objects in the real world.

2.11. Skepticism.  Doubt, or more strictly, the belief that absolute truth or certainty cannot be attained.

2.12. Syncretism.  The combining of otherwise different or contradictory beliefs, often accomplished by modifying beliefs.

2.13. 
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Tabula rasa.  "Blank tablet," the empiricist idea that the mind contains no innate ideas.

2.14. Logic.  The formulation and study of principles for correct reasoning.

2.14.1. 
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A posteriori.  In epistemology, knowledge derived from (post / after) sense experience (e.g. experimental science).

2.14.2. 
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A priori.  In epistemology, knowledge argument not derived from (a / without) sense experience (e.g. mathematics).

2.14.3. Abduction or inference to the best explanation.  A form of nondeductive reasoning in which one argues that the correct explanation is merely the best available explanation.

2.14.4. Abstraction or abstract idea.  A general idea without particulars e.g. chair (vs. that or those chairs) or redness (vs. that or these red thing).  Many think abstractions exist only in the mind.

2.14.5. 
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Ad hoc.  A proposition added to a theory to make it work.

2.14.6. Analogy, Method of.  A form of inductive reasoning in which a conclusion is reached based on a similarity with another case.

2.14.7. Causality, Principle of.  All things must have a cause.

2.14.8. Cave, Allegory of.  Plato's allegory wherein people think shadows on the wall are reality until the are released to see the sun and themselves.

2.14.9. Descartes’ famous phrase: "I think therefore I am."

2.14.10. Conclusion.  The proposition of an argument that is supported by its premises. 

2.14.11. De facto.  Actually, as a matter fact.

2.14.12. Deduction or deductive reasoning.  Arguing from general principles to specific instances.  The conclusion is logically necessary because it is implicit in the premises – and if the premises are wrong…  Example: All philosophy is exciting.  This is a philosophy class.  Therefore this class is exciting.  (See induction.)

2.14.13. 
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Dialectic.  Arriving at truth be means of dialogue, especially questions.

2.14.14. 
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Equivocation.  Using the same term with different meanings.

2.14.15. Fallacy, or logical fallacy.  A flaw in an argument or reasoning.  

2.14.15.1. There are numerous types.

2.14.15.1.1. Appeal to force.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by intimidation and pressure.

2.14.15.1.2. Appeal to ignorance.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by basing a proof on the lack of contrary evidence.

2.14.15.1.3. Appeal to pity.  An informal logical fallacy characterized by the use of pity.

2.14.15.1.4. Appeal to the crowd.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by appeal to emotions and prejudice.

2.14.15.1.5. Appeal to authority.  An informal logical fallacy characterized by appeals to experts.

2.14.15.1.6. 
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Ad hominem.  "Against the man," an informal logical fallacy by attacking the person.

2.14.15.1.7. Contradiction or inconsistency.  When one statement denies another.

2.14.15.1.8. Circular reasoning or begging the question.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by having a form of the conclusion in one of the premises.

2.14.15.1.9. Distraction.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by distracting the opponent from the central issues.

2.14.15.1.10. Genetic fallacy.  An informal logical fallacy that is characterized by focusing on origins or causes.

2.14.15.1.11. 
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Non sequitur.  Latin for it does not follow.  (Think not non sequential sequitur.)

2.14.15.1.12. Phenomenal fallacy.  The confusing of sensory data with the experience of that data.

2.14.15.1.13. Slippery slope.  A logical fallacy that argues if a little bit is allowed than a great deal more in quality and quantity will come and does not provide evidence for the same.

2.14.15.1.14. Straw man argument.  A logical fallacy in which a weakened version of the other's position is (re)presented and then disposed of, creating the illusion that the actual argument has be eliminated.

2.14.16. First principle.  A basic axiom or proposition or statement or idea that is self-evident or generally accepted.

Formal cause.  The essence or nature of a thing.

2.14.17. Induction or inductive reasoning.  Arguing from specific occurrences to a general principle.  The conclusion is only probable from the premises.  Example: Every philosophy discussion I’ve heard has been boring, therefore all philosophy is boring.  (See deduction.)

2.14.18. Infinite regress.  The belief that things are caused but that there is an infinite chain of causation extending back chronologically and / or causally.

2.14.19. Non-contradiction, law of.  The law of logic that states that a thing can not be itself and not itself or a proposition cannot be true and not true at the same time.

2.14.20. Ockham’s razor or the principle of parsimony.  The philosophical principle that the best argument is the one with the fewest parts.

Phenomena.  The appearance of something, as opposed to its essence.

2.14.21. Proposition.  The meaning conveyed by an idea or sentence.

2.14.22. Premise.  A reason upon which a conclusion may be based.

2.14.23. 
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Reductio ad absurdum.  A form of negating argument that says if one were to accept a proposition one would also be accepting a contradiction.

2.14.24. Sophism or sophistry, sophist.  Concerning argumentation that only appears to be convincing.  One who makes only apparently strong arguments.

2.14.25. 
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Tautology.  An argument that is true by definition.  Not a very strong argument (e.g. 1 is a number therefore a number is 1).

3. Metaphysics  To Glossary Index  The study of nature of reality, especially transcendent reality beyond the senses.

Accidental.  A characteristic of a thing that is not a necessary expression of its essence.

Attribute.  A characteristic of something.

3.1. Being.  That which exists, the real.

3.2. Contingent.  That which is dependent upon something else.

3.3. Dualism.  The belief in two opposed or complimentary "anythings."  Usually in reference to good and evil (e.g. a god and a devil, chaos and order) forces at the heart of the universe.  Zoroastrianism is dualistic.  Christianity is usually not considered dualistic because God has complete power.

3.4. Essence.  The very nature of a thing.

3.5. 
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Ex nihilo.  Latin: "out of nothing."  (Think ex = out as in "exit," and "n"----"o" as in nothing.)

3.6. Idealism.  Reality consists only in mind and ideas ("idea"lism).

Infinite regress.  An endless chain of causes, ideas, etc.

3.7. Materialism.  The belief that everything is some for of material substance ("material").

3.8. Mind-body problem.  The problem of connecting mind and body when they appear to be of two different substances.

3.9. Monism.  The belief that all reality is only a single thing.

Naturalism.  The belief that the natural universe is all there is.  There are no miracles or transcendent deity.

3.10. Necessary being.  A being who cannot not exist, whose very existence must be; usually God.

3.11. Ontology.  The study of being, often having a meaning similar to metaphysics.

3.12. Pluralism.  That ultimate reality is really many, not necessarily connected, different realities. 

3.13. Solipsism.  The belief that only the person exists, or that a person can only know her or his ideas but not the external world. 

4. History  To Glossary Index 

4.1. People.  Know approximate period and a one-sentence summary.

4.1.1. Aquinas, St. Thomas (Italian, 1225-74).  Reconciled Christian theology with Aristotle.  Though in school called the “Dumb Ox” (a large man, requiring a cut out in his desk), he became the most important Roman Catholic philosopher and theologian, the “Angelic Doctor” dictating to up to seven secretaries simultaneously. 

4.1.2. Aristotle (384-322).  Classical Greek.  Pupil of Plato, scientist, philosopher, and tutor of Alexander the Great.  Believed in a spherical universe with the earth at its center.

4.1.3. 
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Augustine (North African Roman, 354-430).  Most influential Christian theologian.  Used Plato and Neoplatonism to develop Christian theology.

4.1.4. 
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Descartes, Ren( (French, 1596-1650).  Sought to establish philosophy on first principles “I think therefore I am.”  Distinguished matter and mind.  Consciousness is the only foundation for philosophical certainty.  Emphasized empiricism and mathematics.

4.1.5. Kant, Emmanuel (German, 1724-1804).  Developed Hume.  All knowledge is empirical except for a priori knowledge of the rational mind itself.  Free will is limited to moral choices.  The correct ethical choice is that which could be most generalized, “the categorical imperative.”  Though allowing God, one did knot know or serve him by revelation.

4.1.6. 
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Kierkegaard, S(ren (Danish, 1813-55).  Christian and founder of modern Existentialism.  Rejected traditional philosophy.  Truth is individual commitment and people need to make a leap of faith, not informed choice.

4.1.7. Marx, Karl (German, 1818-1883).  The main developer of Communism.  

4.1.8. 
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Nietzche, Friederich (German, 1844-1900).  Power is the ultimate goal.  Those who overcome weakness become “supermen.”  Appreciated by Fascism and Nazism, he was opposed to nationalism.

4.1.9. Plato. (c427-c347).  Classical Greek.  Emphasized ethics and the forms or a graded pyramid of reality leading to the one.  “All philosophy is a footnote to Plato.”

4.1.10. Pythagoras. (582-507).  Pre-Socratic, mystic, mathematician who believed that mathematics influenced the world.  Introduced the idea of soul.

Russell, Bertrand (British, 1872-1970).  Logician and mathematician.  Popularizer of philosophy.  Famous for essay “Why I Am Not a Christian” and Principia Mathematica (ith A. N. Whitehead).  

4.1.11. 
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Sartre, Jean-Paul (1905-80).  Existentialist atheist.  Human beings create their character / identity by doing.  (It is not the result of being.)  To do so is to avoid the herd instinct.  Hell is “other people.”

4.1.12. Socrates (469-399).  Classical Greek.  Emphasized ethics.  Used interrogation and induction, known only through other writers, especially Plato.  Had a “daemon” (in Greek thought a good spirit who guided him).  Tried for heresy, he took hemlock.  "The gadfly of Athens."

4.1.13. Wittgenstein, Ludwig (British of Austrian descent, 1889-1951).  Pupil of Russell.  Analytical philosopher who left the Verification school and Logical Positivism to found the Clarification school.

4.2. Systems.

4.2.1. Analytic philosophy.  20th century philosophy system that argues that philosophical problems are largely problems with language.

4.2.2. Atomism.  The ancient and modern belief that the universe consists of a large number of bits of pure reality.

4.2.3. Behaviorism.  A psychological school that argues measurable behavior is the only basis for psychology and that behavior can be changed by the environment.

4.2.4. Dualism.  The belief that there are two basic and contrary or complimentary realities that constitute the universe.

4.2.5. Empiricism.  The belief that the only meaningful things in life are objectively measurable.

4.2.6. Existentialism.  19th-20th century system that rejects abstractions for and focuses on concrete experience as understood by the individual.  "Existence precedes essence."

4.2.7. Forms, Plato's theory of.  There is an absolute transcendent reality (e.g. "chairness") that results in particular realities (e.g. this chair).

4.2.8. Humanism.  The belief that human reality is the highest.

4.2.9. Logical positivism.  20th.

4.2.9.1. The belief that only meaning only lies in that which is empirically measurable.

4.2.9.2. It is refuted by the observation that its central thesis is not empirically measurable.

4.2.10. 
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Nihilism.  The belief that there is no value.

4.2.11. Nominalism.  The belief that forms and ideas are only mental constructs and have no external reality.

4.2.12. Phenomenology.  The belief that the perception and activity of consciousness is the focus of philosophy. 

4.2.13. Positivism.  The belief that there is no metaphysics, only scientific materialism.

4.2.14. Postmodernism.  The modern philosophy that subjective understandings of truth are all equally valid.

4.2.15. Pragmatism.  American philosophy which defines truth in terms of practical results.

4.2.16. Realism.  The philosophy that holds that there is a real external universe that can be known.

5. Philosophy of Religion and Apologetics  To Glossary Index
5.1. Agnosticism.  The "belief" that there is insufficient evidence to determine something, often used in reference to God.

5.2. Anthropological argument(s).  An argument for the existence of God that requires God as the cause of our moral sense (also called the moral argument), belief in ultimate justice, etc.

5.3. 
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Apologetics.  The defense of the faith (or other positions one may have).  One gives and "apologetic."

5.4. Atheism.  The belief that there is not God.  (Think: "A" = not as in asymmetrical, and theos [as in God].)

5.5. 
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Cosmological argument or the argument from causation.  An argument for God's existence that argues since the universe exists it had to be caused and the only uncaused cause must be God.

5.6. Deism.  The belief that God created the universe but has no more interaction with it, thus, there are no miracles.

Immanent, immanence.  That a thing is inherent in something.  Often referring to the presence of God.

Immutability.  Unchangeable. 

5.7. Mysticism.  The pursuit of immediate contact with the transcendent. 

Natural theology.  A theology based on non-revealed information (conscience, history, nature, etc.)

Omnipotence.  The attribute of being all powerful, usually attributed to God.

Omniscience.  The attribute of being all knowing, usually attributed to God.

Omnipresent. The attribute of being all places, usually attributed to God.

5.8. 
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Ontological argument.  An argument for God's existence 

5.9. Pantheism.  A belief that God is everything, that everything is God.

5.10. Polytheism.  The belief in many gods.

Providence (divine).  God's control of the world.

5.11. Religion.  A cultural event usually consisting of beliefs, rituals, and ethics focused on the transcendent.

5.12. Theology.  The belief system of a religion.

Revealed theology.  Theology that is predicated or based on special revelation.

Natural theology.  Theology that is based on natural revelation.

5.13. Revelation.

5.13.1. Natural revelation.  Revelation that is based on observations of nature, conscience, history, etc.

5.13.2. Special revelation.  Revelation revealed by the transcendent.

Slave morality.  Nietzsche's derogatory appellation of Christian morality.

5.14. Teleological argument or the argument from design.  An argument for God's existence that argues that the design of the universe implies or requires a designer.

5.15. Theism.  The belief that there is a God Who intervenes in the universe supernaturally.

5.16. 
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Theodicy.  The study of the problem of evil, what and why evil exists.

5.17. Transcendent, transcendental.  That which is beyond.

6. Ethics  To Glossary Index  The theory of good and evil as applied to personal actions, decisions, and relations; moral values.

Absolute.  A value unconditioned by anything.

6.1. Aesthetics.  The philosophy of beauty, art, its meaning and our response.  Most great art contains both rational and irrational elements.

6.2. Altruism.  The belief that the good of others is the highest goal.

6.3. Categorical imperative.  Kant: Actions should only be taken if they can be universalized to all situations.

6.4. Communism.  A popular materialistic, deterministic, 20th century philosophy that stresses shared ownership of the means of production in an attempt to distribute equally the benefits of society. 

6.4.1. Bourgeoisie. In Marxist analysis the owners of the means of production, the rich.

6.4.2. Proletariat.  In Marxist analysis the workers or oppressed.

6.5. 
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Deontological ethics.  Greek: "deon," "duty."  A rule based ethic in which the right thing is determined by following the proscribed behavior and not considering the outcomes.

6.6. Determinism or fatalism.  The view that all things are necessary outcomes of previous causes.  

6.6.1. Hard determinism.  That the human will is ultimately un-free, determined by external causes (genetics, environment, etc.)

6.6.2. Soft-determinism or Compatibilism.  The belief that the will is determined by the character and / or can make free choices even if determined.  Thus, individuals are responsible for their actions.

Ethical or moral absolutism or objectivism.  Values exist independently of human opinion.

Ethical or moral relativism or subjectivism.  Values are derived from persons and cultures.

6.7. 
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Hedonism.  The belief that the goal of human behavior is to produce the most pleasure.  It may also extend to the idea that all human motivations arise from a desire for self-pleasure. 

Intuitionism and Natural Law.  In ethics the belief that the proper thing to do in any situation is self-evident.  A person's intuition will observe natural law.

6.8. Libertarianism.  The belief that the fewest laws needed to maintain a society is the best system; that only those laws that prevent harm being done by one to another are good laws (e.g. armies, police, public works).

6.9. Moral evil.  Evil that is the result of human choice (e.g. genocide).

6.10. Natural evil.  Evil that is the result of natural forces (e.g. earthquakes).

6.11. Situation ethics.  The theory that ethics are dictated but present circumstances not general rules.

6.12. 
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Teleological ethics.  An ethical system in which the outcome can determine the ethical nature of the act (e.g. lying to save an innocent person's life).

6.13. Utilitarianism.  The belief that the correct behavior is the one that maximizes the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.

7. Scripture passages  To Glossary Index  (Know book, chapter, and basic ideas).

7.1. Gen 1 "In the beginning God spoke."

7.2. Isa 1(:18) "Come let us reason together says the Lord."

7.3. John 1(:1) Jesus as the Word, Logos, or "principle of reason" of God.

7.4. John 8(:32) "And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free."

7.5. John 14(:6) "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

7.6. Col 2(:8) Paul refers to "philosophy," that is according to human traditions, indicating there must be a philosophy after godly traditions as indicated by Paul's use of philosophical argumentation.

8. Essay Questions  To Glossary Index  In your best interest, the kindly professor reserves the right to assign potential, specific essay questions from the course materials usefully prior to DOAs.
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