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Th353, Th353e, Th353g THEOLOGY 3

Valley Forge Christian College pSyllabus, 3 credits; Spring, Anno Domini 2002

Instructor  Bruce R. Marino Rev, MA, PhD, Prof
Office hours: Faculty Building Office 208: MWF 7:30-8:30, TR 12:00-1:00; and by appointment

Phone: Office: 610-917-1449; Home: 610-792-0740; Fax: 610-935-9353

Email: BRMarino@VFCC.edu; Web site: BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com; VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino

Description  A study of the doctrines of the Holy Spirit, the church, and death and the end times.  Special attention is given to Assemblies of God issues.  (Technically: Pneumatology, Ecclesiology, and Eschatology: personal and general.)  Prerequisite:  OT 123, NT 113, BI 213, TH 243, TH 303. 

Goals  Given VFCC's mission “to prepare individuals for a life of service and leadership," the student shall acquire the knowledge, skills, and affects relevant to the course topics and technology as demonstrated by the following.

1. Recognize, define, recall, describe, distinguish, and apply concepts in the Glossary; evaluated by “Data Overview Assessments” (“DOA”s or tests) at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a D). 

2. Answer specific questions and defend specific positions utilizing standard texts; evaluated by short essays based on assigned readings at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a C).

3. Formulate a thesis and identify and research related secondary and primary sources; evaluated by a written thesis or hypothesis and research notes at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a B).

4. Compose, communicate, and argue a polemical position; evaluated by a formal written project at the 90% level (see: Requirements, For an A).

5. Reflect upon and apply this material intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, special assignments, and service learning (see: Requirements, Essential Notes). 

Resources  Note that necessary resources are on my web site and public folder, below.

Assemblies of God.  "The Assemblies of God - Our Sixteen Doctrines."  Springfield, MO: Assemblies of God Office of Public Relations, 1996.  


A pamphlet of basic A. G. beliefs.

---.  “The Assemblies of God Perspectives - General Christian Doctrines.”  Springfield, MO: Assemblies of God Office of Public Relations, 1995.  


Tract of generally acknowledge AG beliefs.

---.  Where We Stand.  Springfield: GPH, 1990.  


AG position papers.

Grudem, Wayne.  Electronic Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.  Whitefish, MT, Bits & Bytes Computer Resources, 2000.  


Use this CD version or the hard copy: Grudem, Wayne A.  Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994.

Horton, Stanley M., ed.  Systematic Theology, A Pentecostal Perspective, rev.  Springfield: Logion Press, 1994.  

Marino, Bruce R.  A Theology 1 Enchiridion.  Phoenixville, PA: VFCC, 19460.  


Notes and helps for class on 3.5 inch computer disk in .RTF formatted documents

---.  BRMarinoVFCC.tripod.com and VFCC Intranet public folder: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino


These have helps on: tests, written assignments, class procedures, emailing submissions, form and style, and the course bibliography and glossary.

Methods  Chalk, computer media, debates, diagrams, discussions, exercises, groups, guest speakers, humor, Internet research and group projects, lectures, overheads, prayer, reading, slides, student “encouragers,” stuffies, tests, videos, writing.  We will also be “linking” with other classes, faculty, and specialists from outside the College.

Requirements, Grading, and Outline  Note the requirements are in bold, underlined, capitals; below.
· Jan 9, Introduction and course overview, Glossary and DOA preparation.

· Pneumatology.  Reading.  Our 16 no. 7, 8, 9, 12; Perspectives no. 2, 3, 4, 5, 12; Where ch. 2, 5, 7, 15, 16; Grudem ch 30, 39, 52, 53; Horton 375-523; Marino Enchiridion. 

· Ecclesiology.  Reading. Our 16 no. 6, 10, 11; Perspectives no. 6, 7, 11, 13; Where ch. 3, 4, 6, 8, 10; Grudem 44-51; Horton 525-595; Marino Enchiridion.

· Eschatology.  Reading. Our 16 no.13, 14, 15, 16; Perspectives 14; Where ch. 9, 14, 20; Grudem 41, 42, 54-57; Horton 597-638; Marino Enchiridion.

· Jan 31, For a D do a DOA 1 at an 80% level on 1 of 4 DOA’s based on the Glossary available from BRMarinoVFCC.tripod.com and VFCC Intranet: p:\public\faculty\marino.  Goal 1.

· Feb 7, For a D: DOA 2. 

· Feb 22, For a C do an ESSAY at an 80% level giving 4 reasons each for supporting belief in topics: the gifts for today, initial evidence, a form of Church government; and the immanent return of Christ citing Grudem, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion with annotated bibliography.  Goal 2.

· Feb 28, For a D: DOA 3.  

· Mar 21, For a D: DOA 4.  

· Apr 5, For a B do RESEARCH at an 80% level, with a thesis and research notes (with pages and annotated bibliography) using 8 sources, including a primary source (where the author presents their own position).  Specifically: 2 chapters, each from different books (not class texts), 2 articles from a specialist dictionary(ies) or encyclopedia, 2 journal articles with evidence of an electronic search (e.g. OCLC), 2 Internet sites.  Goal 3.

· Apr 14, For an A do a PROJECT at a 90% level which is polemical, based on your B level work, at least 10 pages of text and 16 cited, annotated references (including class texts).  Download, attach, and use the “Writing Analysis Form” from the web site.  Goal 4.

Apr 26, To not loose 1 grade do SERVICE LEARNING.  Report on the teaching of a course topic in a formal setting.  Goal 5.

GIS Students Only  Your requirements are as above except: 

1. Contact me ASAP and at least 3 other times during the semester.  

2. Everything is due the last CLASS day of the semester.  Arrange for DOA’s with the faculty secretary.  They may be sent off campus if you are out of the area.  

3. For any passing grade, email a one paragraph per chapter/section SUMMARY of all assigned reading above.

Online/E-Course Students Only  Your requirements are as above except: 

1. Sign on to our course web site ASAP.  

2. For any passing grade, participate in the weekly discussion eCHATS that are posted.

Essential Notes

1. A tiered grading system is employed in this class.  Lower grades must be achieved for higher ones to count.

2. Unexcused absences (including sports), lateness, etc of more than 2 weeks jeopardizes extra credit, curve, etc. 
3. C, B, and A requirements must be in MLA form with annotated bibliography.  Email (B work may be hardcopy) as a Word document.  Use: your VFCC email address, course number, Requirement title (in underlined, bold, caps) as the document name, the email subject, and after your name in the heading; example: b_bear@vfcc.edu th243 essay.  You may revise and resubmit all C, B, and A assignments received by the due date.  Unexcused, late work loses 5% per 24 hours and is not accepted after the last, regular class day.

4. Keep copies of everything until you receive an appropriate, final grade from the Registrar. 

5. Study 2 hours outside of class for each class hour.  Enthusiasm encourages the professor to graciousness.  

Bibliography  See BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com or VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino for the bibliography.

Glossary  See BRMarinoVFCC.Tripod.com or VFCC Intranet: P:\Public\Faculty\Marino for the glossary.

