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VALLEY FORGE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE SYLLABUS 
For help in viewing the electronic version of this syllabus 

(available at my web site) place your cursor here
 

Th243 THEOLOGY 1 a & b
3 credits; autumn, Anno Domini 2001; Monday, Wednesday, Friday; Room 102

Section a: period 2; 8:20-9:10; Section b: period 4, 12:00-12:50 post meridiem
Valley Forge Christian College, 1401 Charlestown Road, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania 19460

Bruce R. Marino Rev, MA, PhD, Prof
	REAL CONTACT Faculty Building Office 208; Hours: MWF 9:20-10:20, TR 12:00-1:00; and by appointment

	PHONE CONTACT Office: 610-917-1449; Fax: 610-935-9353

	EMAIL CONTACT (click this link with your browser engaged) BRMarino@VFCC.edu

	WEB SITE CONTACT (click this link with your browser engaged) BRMarinoVFCC.tripod.com
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	WELCOME!


Hello and welcome to our first of three courses in Systematic Theology.  Systematic Theology is the logical study of God, the universe, and their relations based on Scripture with reference to all other areas of human knowledge and endeavor.  In Theology 1 we study the nature of Theology (Prolegomena), why we believe (Apologetics), Scripture (Bibliology), God (Theology Proper), the universe (Cosmology), and angels and demons (Angelology).  In Theology 2 we study humanity (Anthropology), sin (Hamartiology), Jesus (Christology), and salvation (Soteriology).  In Theology 3 we study the Holy Spirit and miracles (Pneumatology), the Church (Ecclesiology), and death and the end times (Eschatology).  We will learn from Scripture and from history, philosophy, other religions, science (from physics to psychology), the arts, economics, politics, culture, and more.  Our learning will help us to worship God and to express Him in the midst of staggering spiritual, social, scientific, and other challenges to ourselves, to other believers, to the Church, and to the world.  


We will use a modified mastery approach to learning with repeatable assignments at each grade level in order to gain a strong grasp on the material from basic terms to research skills.  We will also use technology such as electronic textbooks and the Internet to communicate, research, evaluate, and learn.  (Do visit my web site!)  Most importantly, we will put a high value on learning basic material and on developing research skills and independent and creative thinking.


I look forward to a wonder-filled adventure of intensive intellectual and spiritual learning.  God bless!  
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A study of the introduction to theology and the defense of the faith; and the doctrines of the Bible and revelation, God, creation, and angels (technically: Prolegomena, Apologetics, Bibliology, Theology Proper, Cosmology, and Angelology).  Special attention is given to Assemblies of God issues.  Prerequisites: OT 123 and NT 113. 

	Goals
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In harmony with VFCC's mission “to prepare individuals for a life of service and leadership," the student shall acquire the knowledge, skills, and affects relevant to the course topics as demonstrated by the following.

1. Recognize, define, recall, describe, and distinguish concepts in the Glossary; evaluated by “Data Overview Assessments” (“DOA”s or tests) at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “D”). 

2. Answer specific questions and defend specific positions utilizing standard texts; evaluated by short essays based on assigned readings at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “C”).

3. Formulate a thesis or an hypothesis and identify and research related secondary and primary sources; evaluated by a written thesis or hypothesis and research notes at an 80% level (see: Requirements, For a “B”).

4. Compose, communicate, and argue a polemical position; evaluated by a formal written project at the 90% level (see: Requirements, For an “A”).

5. Reflect upon and apply this material intellectually, psychologically, spiritually, and behaviorally; in relation to self, believers, nonbelievers, the universe, and God; evaluated by attentiveness and interaction in class, special assignments, and service learning (see: Requirements, Essential Notes). 
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Assemblies of God.  "The Assemblies of God - Our Sixteen Doctrines."  Springfield, MO: Assemblies of God Office of Public Relations, 1996.  


A pamphlet of basic A. G. beliefs.

---.  “The Assemblies of God Perspectives - General Christian Doctrines.”  Springfield, MO: Assemblies of God Office of Public Relations, 1995.

---.  Where We Stand.  Springfield: GPH, 1990.  


A. G. position papers. 

Enns, Paul.  The Moody Handbook of Theology.  Chicago: Moody, 1989.  


This is a wonderful overview of theology.  The electronic version distributed by Parsons Technology as part of Quick VerseTM is recommended, but the hardcopy is fine.

Horton, Stanley M., ed.  Systematic Theology, A Pentecostal Perspective, rev.  Springfield: Logion Press (GPH), 1994.  


Definitive AG systematic text.    

Marino, Bruce R.  A Theology 1 Enchiridion.  Phoenixville, PA: VFCC, 19460.  


Notes and helps for class on 3.5 inch computer disk in .RTF formatted documents.  We will go over this material in regular class times and there are requirements based on it and your other class texts.

	Methods 
	
	Page 1



Chalk, computer media, debates, diagrams, discussions, exercises, groups, guest speakers, humor, Internet research and group projects, lectures, overheads, prayer, reading, slides, student “encouragers,” stuffies, tests, videos, writing.  We will also be “linking” with other classes, faculty, and specialists from outside the College.
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See the Outline (below) for due dates.

( For a “D”  Achieve 1 of 4 DOAs at 80% (based on the attached Glossary). 

* This will help you gain a basic vocabulary, understanding, and overview of the entire subject.  Goal 1.

· DOA  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Assessments based on the attached Glossary.  We will review the Glossary (and, hence, the course) in our first classes.  There is no final in this class.
( For a “C”  Achieve a D and do 4 ESSAYS at 80% (formal, assigned below). 
* This helps you engage your textbooks, prepare for class, and develop thoughtful reading skills.  Goal 2.
· (1) APOLOGY  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting Christianity.  (2) INSPIRATION  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting the inspiration of Scripture.  (3) TRINITY  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting Trinity.  (4) SCIENCE  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 points concerning the relationship between science and religion.  THESE MUST BE IN PROPER FORM.

( For a “B”  Achieve a C and do RESEARCH at 80% (8 pieces of research from 4 sources).
* This helps you develop research skills.  We’ll consult on topics and the Library Staff will assist you!  Goal 3.
· RESEARCH  Submit a thesis or an hypothesis and related research notes (with page references and annotated bibliography) using 8 sources, including a primary source (where the author presents their own position).  Specifically:  (1) Two chapters, each one from different books excluding class texts.  (2) Two articles from a specialist dictionary(ies) or encyclopedia.  (3) Two articles a journal(s).  (4) Two Internet sites.  (*) You must also provide evidence of use for “OCLC,” http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org/.
( For an “A”  Achieve a B and do a PROJECT at 90% (formal “paper” of 10 pages with 16 cited references).
* This helps you develop communication, analytical, and argumentation skills.  Goal 4.
· PROJECT  Submit a polemical research project based on your B level work, with at least 10 pages of text and 16 cited, annotated references (including class texts).  

ESSENTIAL NOTES  Goal 5.
· SERVICE LEARNING  There is no departmental requirement, but the Professor will assign SL as extra credit.  The Student Ministry site (when done) has details and an online form to fulfill the requirement.  Goals 4 &.5
· Unexcused absences of more than 2 weeks jeopardizes any extra credit, curve, etc.  Lateness or leaving early equals 1/2 absence and class disturbance 1 week.  College activities (sports, etc.) are unexcused.

· For all C, B, and A requirements.  (1) Use approved course topics.  (2) Formal MLA form and style are required for grading.  See “Frequently Asked Questions
,” the MLA manual, and use the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.  (3) Email as Word attachments.  As the document name, the email subject line, and to the right of your name in the MLA heading use: your VFCC email address, course number, requirement title (in underlined, bold, caps; above).  Example: b_bear@vfcc.edu th243 trinity  Click here for details on pg 8  (4) You may revise and resubmit until the due date.  Put your revised requirement at the end of corrected document I email back to you.  I usually grade and email back within 24 hours.  
· Unexcused, late work (after 4:30 p.m.) loses 5% per 24 hours and is not accepted after the last, regular class day.

· Extra credit may be applied where needed most.  (For a first assignment: as a group of 2-5 students, prepare a PowerPoint presentation describing a major figure or concept relevant to this class.)

· Backup and keep copies of everything until you have received an appropriate, final grade from the Registrar. 
· If you question any grade, see me.  I happily will reconsider without any risk of a grade reduction to you.

· Attempting higher grades and demonstrating interest encourages the professor to graciousness.  Note Goal 3.
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Our class meets for approximately 37 hours.  You should spend a minimum of twice as many hours (74) studying outside of class.  A useful schedule by requirement may be: D: 16 hours, C: 16, B: 16 hours, A: 26 hours.

z
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· Aug 22, Course introduction.

· Prolegomena.  Reading.  Our 16 “Introduction;” Perspectives #16; Horton ch. 1, 2; Enns ch 1, 2, 9, 17, 27, 32, 38; Marino Enchiridion. 

· Glossary, DOA, and Course overview.

· Apologetics.  Reading.  Marino Enchiridion.

· Consultation.  We begin our consultation on B (and, by extension, A) level topics.  Have some ready!

· Sep 7, APOLOGY  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting Christianity.

· Sep 14, DOA 1  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Assements based on the attached Glossary.

· Bibliology and Revelation.  Reading.  Our 16 #1; Perspectives -; Where ch. 1; Enns ch 18 and skim 28-31; Horton ch. 3; Marino Enchiridion.

· Sep 21, INSPIRATION  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting the inspiration of Scripture.

· Sep 28, DOA 2  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Asements based on the attached Glossary.

· Theology Proper.  Reading.  Our 16 #2, 3; Perspectives -; Where ch. 4, 5; Enns ch 19 and skim 33-37; Horton ch. 4, 5; Marino Enchiridion.

· Oct 12, TRINITY  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 reasons supporting Trinity.

· Oct 26, DOA 3  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Assements based on the attached Glossary.

· Nov 2, DOA 4 (Tue 10:30-12:00, instead of final).  Achieve 80% on 1 of 4 Data Overview Assessments based on the attached Glossary.

· Nov 9, RESEARCH  Submit a thesis or an hypothesis and related research notes (with page references and annotated bibliography) using 8 sources, including a primary source (where the author presents their own position).  Specifically:  (1) Two chapters, each one from different books in our Library excluding class texts.  (2) Two articles from a specialist dictionary(ies) or encyclopedia in our Library.  (3) Two articles a journal(s) in our Library with evidence of an electronic database search (e.g. ATLA).  (4) Two Internet sites.  

· Nov 14, Cosmology.  Reading: Our 16 #4; Perspectives #15; Where ch. 2, 7; Enns skim ch 39-42; Horton ch. 7 to p. 235; Marino Enchiridion. 

· Nov 16, SCIENCE  Citing Enns, Horton, and Marino Enchiridion, give 4 points concerning the relationship between science and religion.

· Nov 30, Angelology.  Reading: Our 16 -; Perspectives no. -; Enns ch 22 and skim 43-45; Horton ch. 6; Marino Enchiridion.

· Nov 30, PROJECT  Submit a polemical, research project based on your B level work, with at least 10 pages of text and 16 cited, annotated references (including class texts).  

· Dec 7, SERVICE LEARNING  There is no departmental requirement, but the Professor will assign SL as extra credit.  The Student Ministry site (when done) has details and an online form to fulfill the requirement.  Goal 4.
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	Requirement
	Grades:     1          2          3         4
	Highest
	+ EC?
	Final Grade

	DOA administrations
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= D

	Evangelism revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Inspiration revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+  
	= C

	Trinity revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Possession revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	

	Research revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 80+
	= B

	Project revisions
	
	
	
	
	=
	+
	=               if 90+
	= A

	Extra Credit at least 1 is assigned
	
	
	
	
	Add extra credit where needed most!
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Frequently Asked Questions INDEX

	How do I to prepare for tests (and DOAs!)?
	How do I do written work?

	What about form and style?
	What are the basic bibliographic forms?

	How does the Professor evaluate?
	What about illness scheduling conflicts?

	How do I do email submissions?
	


How do I to prepare for tests (and DOAs!)?  FAQ Index
· In general.  Pray, rest, and be confident.  You can do it!

· In class.  (1) Sit up front.  (2) Be interactive.  (3) Consider lectures as study times.  (4) Take outline notes.  (5) Stay a few minutes afterward to review what you’ve learned.

· In studying.  (1) Identify essential sources.  (2) Reduce to key ideas and use outlines.  (3) Use cards, cartoons, audio tapes, songs, etc to memorize.  (4) Study in periods of 20-60 minutes.  (5) Before sleeping can be effective.  (6) Do all-nighters early in the semester.  (7) Use study groups.  (8) Study in classroom to reduce test stress.  (9) Ask questions of the professor.

· In testing.  (1) Code answer sheet.  (2) Read carefully.  (3) Do easy ones first.  (5) Guess by elimination.

How do I do written work?  FAQ Index
· Preparation.  (1) Pray unceasingly.  (2) Be sure you know the conditions of the assignment.  (3) Check with the study center if you think this might be useful.

· Choosing a topic.  Unless a topic is already assigned, choose a course controversy!  (1) Initially: read your textbooks, talk to students, and choose something interesting.  (2) Check basic sources: dictionaries and encyclopedia within your field.  (3) Develop a thesis or hypothesis.  (4) Discuss your topic with you professor.

· Doing research.  (1) Collect bibliography: books, journals or periodical articles, and the Internet.  Remember that each of these sources may have their own bibliographies that can lead you to further sources.  (2) Start with dictionaries, encyclopedia, and small works first.  (It is easier to get the big picture this way.)  (3) Be sure to consult the following sources: class texts, dictionaries and encyclopedia in the field, syllabus bibliography, Faculty Bibliography, library card file, periodical indices (especially: ATLA, RIO, RIT, OTA, NTA), professor, Internet.  (4) Take notes on note cards or on your computer.

· Writing.  (1) Review note cards.  (2) Write outline.  (3) Sort cards.  (4) Fill holes.  (5) Write, edit, submit!

What about form and style?  FAQ Index
Note!  (1) Check your style manual for full details!  (2) Inadequacy in these matters prevents grading!!! 

· Form.  Make a good appearance good without strange fonts, light ink in hard copies, etc.  Use 12 point type. Use 1” margins all around.  Do not justify the right margin.  Use the MLA (Modern Language Association) heading (Name, Prof, Class, date) and header (last name and page number in upper right).  

· Style.  Generally, avoid “I.”  (If it is not your writing, there are larger problems to consider!)  When giving dates place AD before or BC after; preferably use BCE and CE after.  Italicize or underline transliterations.  Avoid gender bias by using “humanity,” etc.  Don’t! use contractions (.  

· Citations.  Avoid sequential references, except where necessary.  Cite words and ideas if they appear in less than 3 sources known to you: one volume works (Lastname #), Multiple volume (Lastname #:#).  Cite authors the authors of the sections you use, not editors.  Avoid sequential or repeated citations whenever possible.  They are used only if necessary in descriptions.  Use correct Biblical abbreviations and only in ().

· Quotations.  Quote another's words if they are important, clear, or beautiful; otherwise, summarize!  (Again the 3 other sources rule.)  Use an ellipsis (3 dots for quotes less than a phrase . . . or 4 if more . . . .) to indicate words you left out of the middle of a quote.  “Use quotation.”  When the quote ends a sentence, put the punctuation within the quote marks, unless it changes the meaning.  If the quote is more than 4 lines use a “block quote.”  Indent the quote 10 spaces from the left.  Do not use quote marks.  Citation is after last punctuation. 

· Bibliographic considerations.  Avoid English dictionaries and Bibles in bibliography unless you are citing specific ones, translations, etc.  Separate bibliography into works cited and works consulted sections.  Annotate all works (see below). 
Note the MLA (Modern Language Association) web site http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm. 

· What are the basic bibliographic forms?  FAQ Index  Use these basic forms and your style manual.

Burdick, Donald W.  “James.”  The Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  Vol. 12.  Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981.  12 vols.  161.  [Work in a multi-volume anthology]

Annotations begin here.  The first line is indented 10, the rest 5.  Complete sentences are not necessary.  If not obvious, describe the subject and section read.  Always comment critically.  

Carson, D. A.  When Jesus Confronts the World: An Exposition of Matthew 8-10.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1987.  [1 author, 1 volume]
---.  The Farewell Discourse and Final Prayer of Jesus: An Exposition of John 14-17.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1980.  [Next work in alphabetical order by previous author]
Harnack, Adolf.  Outlines of the History of Dogma.  Trans. / Ed. / Eds. Edwin Knox Mitchell.  Boston: Beacon, 1957.  [1 author, 1 volume, with translator[s] or editor[s]; use Trans., Ed., Eds. as appropriate]

Harris, R. L.  “James.”  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982.  [Signed encyclopedia or dictionary article - place and publisher are optional for well known works]
Hawthorne, Gerald F.  Philippians.  Word Biblical Commentary 43.  Waco, TX: Word, 1983.  [Separate volume in a series]

Huey, F. B. Jr., and Bruce Corley.  A Student’s Dictionary for Biblical and Theological Studies.  Grand Rapids: Academie, 1983.  [2 authors / co-authors, or more, of 1 volume]
Moo, Douglas.  “James.”  Evangelical Commentary on the Bible.  Ed. Walter A. Elwell.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.  1150.  [Article in an anthology: individual sections by individual authors]
“Wesley Center for Applied Theology.”  Northwest Nazerane College.  http://wesley.nnc.edu/  (20 Oct. 1996).  [Web site: site name in quotes, author of the site, the address, and the date you visited.]
Wilkinson, John.  "Healing in the Epistle of James."  Scottish Journal of Theology 24 (1971): 326-345.  [Article in a journal paginated by volume, 24.2 if paginated by issue]
* Note these web sites for form and style. 

Bibliographic Formats for Citing Electronic Information.  Information Today.  http://www.uvm.edu/~ncrane/estyles  (10 Aug 2000).

MLA web site.  The Modern Language Association.  http://www.mla.org/style/style_index.htm  (5 Sep 2000).

How does the Professor evaluate?  FAQ Index
Note that the following sections distinguish formal written work, general projects, and exegetical projects. 

Pre-grade your work by using these parameters!  See the Writing Analysis Form at the end of this syllabus.

· For all formal written work.  Is the title both descriptive and clever (usually requiring two parts)?  Does the introduction engage the reader and clearly present the issue, options, and or hypotheses?  Is the writing style formal, clear, and interesting?  What quality are the sources, especially, is the use of primary sources?

· For general research and analysis projects.  How difficult is the topic, thesis, etc?  How complete and clear are the descriptions of the various positions, arguments, etc?  Are all sides of the argument (or only those you’ve chosen to consider) presented?  Is the analysis (strengths and weaknesses) of each position accurate and clear?  Are you creative in handling the data and coming to conclusions (but accuracy is most important)?  Are your conclusions drawn clearly, rigorously, and according to the data?  Have the major points been summarized?

· For exegetical projects.  Is the survey or outline of book clear to the level of paragraphs (except in long books)?  Does the introduction to book consider all the aspects of authorship, date, audience, etc; relevant to your passage?  Is there a good defense of the limits of your passage referring to translations, etc?  Have the key words been studied in “lexicography” narrowing their meaning down to their use in the passage?  Is there a clear structural diagram with explanation of the main features?  Are cultural and historical backgrounds considered?  Are passage parallel passages identified and analyzed in relation to your passage?  Does your translation and commentary bring together the learning of the other sections in a coherent and integrated fashion?  Are the essential beliefs and behaviors taught in the passage identified?  Is a sermon outline provided?

What about illness and scheduling conflicts?  FAQ Index
Things happen in all our lives and your Faculty is committed to help and support you.  Please note.

· If you need to be away for a DOA, etc; for College or personal reasons, please petition to take it ahead of time. 
· If illness requiring medical care or unexpected College or significant personal reasons cause you to miss classes or a requirement date, please petition at your earliest convenience.
· Your petition should be on paper (not email) and include: (1) the date; (2) your name, phone, and email; (3) a brief description of the reason; (4) the number of days and the dates of time lost; (5) the classes and assignments affected; and (6) your signature.  I will consider every petition with great care and respond as quickly as possible.

How do I do email submissions?  FAQ Index   Requirements
· Here are additional details on submitting assignments electronically.  Our Storms Research Center and IT (Information Technology) staffs and I are always ready to help. 

· For all A, B, and C requirements use MLA form and style and submit them as Word email attachments to: brmarino@vfcc.edu 

· The basic steps in attaching a document to an email are.  (This is the general process for most email software.) 

(1) Open an email window and Fill in the email “To” and “Subject” lines.   

(2) Click the attachment button or tab. 

(3) Browse for the document you want to attach. 

(4) Double click and/or attach the document. 

(5) Send the email. 

· To help us return your work back to you more efficiently, please use an “info-line” containing 3 items. 

(1) Your VFCC email address (even if you may send your document from a different email address).

(2) The course number. 

(3) The requirement title (see the "Requirements" section in this syllabus where the titles are in bold type). 

· Use this “info-line” in 3 places. 

(1) As the name of your document. 

(2) As the subject line of your email. 

(3) Next to your name in the MLA heading. 

· Using the “info-line” after his name, “A” student, Bruce Bear’s ( MLA heading looks like this:

Bruce Bear b_bear@vfcc.edu th243 trinity

Dr. Marino

Theology 1

January 1, 2001
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---.  "The Fundamental Truths."  Springfield: GPH, nd. 
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Carter, Charles W.  A Contemporary Wesleyan Theology.  2 vol.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. 
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Enns, Paul.  The Moody Handbook of Theology.  Chicago: Moody, 1989. 

Elwell, Walter A.  The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984. 

--- and Douglas Buckwalter, ed.  Topical Analysis of the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991. 

Erickson, Millard J.  Christian Theology.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985.     

---, ed.  Readings in Christian Theology.  3 vol.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973-1979.  

Grudem, Wayne A.  Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994.

Horton, Stanley M., ed.  Systematic Theology, A Pentecostal Perspective.  Springfield: Logion Press (GPH), 1994.      

House, H. Wayne.  Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 

Lewis, Gordon R. and Bruce Demarest.  Integrative Theology.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.

Menzies, William W. and Stanley M. Horton.  Bible Doctrines, A Pentecostal Perspective.  Springfield: Logion Press (GPH), 1993.

Pearlman, Myer.  Knowing the Doctrines of the Bible.  Springfield: GPH, 1981. 

Shelly, Bruce L.  Christian Theology in Plain Language.  Waco: Word, 1985. 

Strong, Agustus Hopkins.  Systematic Theology.  Valley Forge: Judson, 1979. 

Thiessen, Henry Clarence.  Lectures in Systematic Theology.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 

Wiley, H. Orton.  Christian Theology.  3 vol.  Kansas City: Beacon Hill, 1940.  

Williams, Ernest S.  Systematic Theology.  3 vol.  Springfield: GPH, 1953. 

Williams, J. Rodman.  Renewal Theology.  3 vol.  Grand Rapids: Academie, 1988.

Apologetics  Bibliography Index
Craig, William Lane.  Apologetics, An Introduction.  Chicago: Moody, 1984. 

Geisler, Norman L.  Philosophy of Religion.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982. 

Kreeft, Peter and Ronald K. Tacelli.  Handbook of Christian Apologetics.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1994.

McDowell, Josh.  Evidence that Demands a Verdict.  San Bernardino: Campus Crusade for Christ (Here's Life Publishers), 1979. 

Sproul, R. C.  Reason to Believe.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1971. 

Bibliology  Bibliography Index
Bruce, F. F.  The Canon of Scripture.  Downers Grove: IVP, 1988. 

---.  The New Testaments Documents, Are they Reliable?  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1960. 

Demarest, Bruce.  General Revelation.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980. 

Geisler, Norman L.  Inerrancy.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980. 

--- and  Packer, J. I.  Summit II, Hermeneutics, Understanding God's Word.  Oakland: International Council of Biblical Inerrancy, 1983. 

Harris, R. Laird.  Inspiration and Canonicity of the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1969. 

McDowell, Josh.  More Evidence that Demands a Verdict.  Np: Campus Crusade for Christ, 1975. 

Morris, Leon.  I Believe in Revelation.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 19--. 

Pache, Rene.  The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture.  Trans. Helen I. Needham.  Salem: Sheffield, 1969. 

Woodbridge, John D.  Biblical Authority, A Critique of the Rogers / McKim Proposal.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.    

Theology Proper  Bibliography Index
Bassinger, David and Randall, eds.  Predestination and Free Will.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1985. 

Bloesch, Donald.  The Battle for the Trinity: The Debate over Inclusive God-Language.  Vine Books, 1985. 
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1. AG Fundamental Truths  Glossary Index  (Know content, numbers, and verses)

1.1. Preamble: The Fundamental Truths are basis for fellowship, their language is not critical.

1.2. T 1: Bible is inspired by God 2 Tim 3:15-17; 2 Pet 1:21.

1.3. T 2: God: One being in a Trinity of three persons Deut 6:4; Matt 28:19. 

1.4. T 3: Christ is deity or God: virgin birth Matt 1:23; sinlessness Heb 7:26; miracles Acts 2:22; substitutionary death 1 Cor 15:3; resurrection 1 Cor 15:4; exaltation Heb 1:3.

1.5. T 4: Humanity: created holy, sinned in Adam Gen 1-3; Rom 5:12-21.

1.6. T 5: Salvation: through Christ alone (a) Conditions: repentance to God, faith in Jesus, regeneration by the Spirit, justified by grace Titus 3:5-7; (b) Evidences: Spirit Rom 8:16, outward works Titus 2:12. 

1.7. T 6: Ordinances: Baptism by immersion Matt 28:19; Lord's Supper in 2 elements 1 Cor 11:26.

1.8. T 7: Spirit Baptism: “enduement” of spiritual power distinct from and subsequent to salvation Acts 1:4, 8. 

1.9. T 8: Tongues: initial physical evidence of Spirit baptism Acts 2:4. 

1.10. T 9: Sanctification: Necessary separation from evil and dedication to God by the Spirit identifying with Christ's death and submitting all Rom 6:1-13; 8:13. 

1.11. T 10: Mission (the Church and AG): evangelizing the world, enabling the body, worshiping God (Matt 28:19-20). 

1.12. T 11: Ministry: leadership for T 10, Eph 4:11-16.

1.13. T 12: Healing: Gospel privilege of all believers Matt 8:16-17.

1.14. T 13: Blessed Hope: Imminent return of Christ to resurrect the dead and rapture the living Titus 2:13. 

1.15. T 14: Millennial reign of Christ: 1000 years, earthly, peaceful, and Israel restored Rev 20:1-6. 

1.16. T 15: Final Judgment: to eternal punishment Rev 20:11-15. 

1.17. T 16: New Heavens and Earth: promised to the saved Rev 21-22.

Position Papers.  (No need to know numbers.)

P 1: The autographs of the Protestant canon were completely inspired.

P 2: Evil spirits are real, should be resisted, cannot possess believers.

P 3: Divorce (except for adultery or an unbelieving spouse divorces) and remarriage are sin; such persons may minister but not hold office. 

P 4: Body ministry must be in balance with official ministry.

P 5: Healing: provided in the atonement for all believers.

P 6: Discipleship and submission: excess must be avoided.

P 7: Transcendental Meditation is a spiritual evil.

P 8: Deacons spiritually and Trustees legally assist the pastor or elder. 

P 9: All evil persons and creatures shall suffer eternally in hell.

P 10: Ordination is a public acknowledgment of divine call.

P 11: Biblical creation is real, historical, and non-evolutionary.

P 12: A believer’s security requires maintaining a relationship.

P 13: Homosexuality is a sin, homosexuals can be saved.

P 14: The Rapture will occur before the great tribulation. 

P 15: Positive confession: distortion of appropriate faith.

P 16: Tongues: initial physical evidence of Spirit baptism.  Doctrine can be based on Bible history.

P 17: Gambling is a sin with spiritual and social aspects.

P 18: Drinking alcohol is a sin with spiritual and social aspects.

P 19: Abortion is a sin, murdering a human being.

P 20: The Kingdom or reign of God is a present and future reality.

P 21: Women have full right to ministry.

P 22: A philosophy of ministry.

Bylaws.  (No need to know individual references.)

B IX.B.1: No unconditional security.

B IX.B.3.a: No universal restoration.

B IX.B.3.b: No setting dates for the Lord's return.

B IX.B.3.c: No post-tribulation rapture.

B IX.B.3.d: No Amillennialism.

B IX.B.2: No conditional works for salvation.

B IX.B.5.b: Divorce is a sin.  Divorced believers may minister but not hold office.
2. Prolegomena  Glossary Index
2.1. Encyclopedia of theology.  The topics studied in theology.

2.1.1. Christian Theology. 

2.1.1.1. Exegetical Theology.  Interpreting Scripture.

Introduction.  Survey, date, authorship, etc.

2.1.1.1.1. 
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Canonics.  Which books are Biblical, why, etc. 

2.1.1.1.2. 
[image: image3.png]


Hermeneutics.  Principles and practices of interpretation.  The meaning varies. 

2.1.1.1.3. 
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Exegesis.  Practice of interpretation. 

2.1.1.1.4. Historical hermeneutics.  The history of hermeneutics.

2.1.1.2. Biblical Theology.  Biblical themes by author, genre, period, etc.

2.1.1.3. Historical Theology.  History of theology.

2.1.1.3.1. Sacred Historical Theology.  Biblical periods.

Biblical History.  Emphasis on events, similar to Biblical Introduction.

Biblical Dogmatics.  Emphasis on ideas, similar to Biblical Theology.

2.1.1.3.2. 
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Ecclesiastical Historical Theology.  Church periods.

Church History.  Emphasis on events.

Ecclesiastical Dogmatics.  Emphasis on ideas.

Symbolics.  Study of creeds, etc.

2.1.1.4. Christian, Doctrinal, or Systematic Theology (beliefs).  

2.1.1.4.1. 
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Prolegomena.  Introduction, or the what, why, and how of theology.

2.1.1.4.2. 
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Apologetics.  The defense of the faith.

2.1.1.4.3. 
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Bibliology.  Canon, inspiration, and authority of Scripture; other kinds of revelation. 

2.1.1.4.4. Theology (Proper).  God: existence, nature.

2.1.1.4.5. 
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Cosmology.  Universe: creation, providence.

2.1.1.4.6. 
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Angelology.  Angels and created spirit beings: source, nature, work.

2.1.1.4.7. Anthropology.  Humanity: origin, nature or parts, image of God, definition.

2.1.1.4.8. 
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Hamartiology.  Sin: source, nature, result.  (Think of ham not being kosher.)

2.1.1.4.9. Christology.  Jesus Christ: person: fully human and divine; work: Prophet, Priest, King. 

2.1.1.4.10. 
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Soteriology.  Salvation: what, on what basis, sanctification.  

2.1.1.4.11. 
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Pneumatology.  Holy Spirit: person, work.

2.1.1.4.12. 
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Ecclesiology.  Church: definition, mission, government, ordinances.

2.1.1.4.13. 
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Eschatology.  Death and end times. 

Dogmatic Theology.  Beliefs within Christianity. 

Irenics.  Points of agreement.

Polemics.  Points of disagreement.

2.1.1.5. Practical Theology (how to do it).

2.1.1.5.1. Ethics.  Right action.

2.1.1.5.2. 
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Catechetics.  Teaching.

2.1.1.5.3. 
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Liturgics.  Worship.

2.1.1.5.4. Canonics.  Church law.  (Note that this is another definition for the same word.)

2.1.1.5.5. 
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Homiletics.  Preaching. 

2.1.1.5.6. Evangelistics.  Witnessing, missions.

2.1.1.5.7. Pastoral Theology.  Counseling, management, etc.

2.1.1.5.8. The devotional life.  The devotional life.
2.1.2. Ethnic Theology.  Other religions: "of the nations;" methods of study: 

History of religions.  How they came to be.

Comparative religions.  Similarities and differences.

2.2. Sources of theology.

2.2.1. General revelation.  The revelation of God through nature, history, and conscience.

2.2.2. Special revelation.  The revelation of God through Scripture, miracles, etc.

2.2.3. Natural theology.  A system of belief based on general revelation.

2.2.4. Revealed theology.  A system of belief based on special revelation with input from general revelation.

Historical theology.

Patristics.  The Church Fathers from the first century to 500 or 810.

Ante Nicean.  Before the Council of Nicea 325.

Irenaeus.  Theologian.

Origen.  Biblical scholar.

Tertullian.  Apologist.

Post Nicean.

Augustine.  Most important theologian of the Church.

Middle Ages.

Monasticism.  Monasteries and monks keep Western culture alive.

Scholastics.  Catholic theologians of the Middle Ages.

Reformation.  Protestant response to Catholicism.

Luther.  Started the Reformation.  Emphasized grace and the primacy of Scripture.

Calvin.  Emphasized God's sovereignty.

Wesley.  Father of Methodism.

Holiness movement.  Outgrowth of Wesleyanism.  Emphasized holy, separated living.

Liberalism.  Doubted inspiration.

Pentecostal Revival.  Emphasized the observable activity of the Spirit.

3. Apologetics  Glossary Index  Defense of the faith.  From the Greek for "from" and "word" or "reasoning." (Many passages are included for clarity.  Only passages listed in the "Passage" section at the end need be known for Data Overview Assessments.)
3.1. Types of apologetics.

3.1.1. Affective apologetics.  Appeal to emotions.

3.1.2. Classical apologetics.  The logical arguments for God’s existence (see below.)

3.1.2.1. 
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Cosmological Argument.  Since everything must have a cause, there must be an uncaused cause.  Such a cause could only be God.

3.1.2.2. 
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Teleological Argument.  Reality seems to have a design to it (although tarnished by sin).  Such a complex design requires a designer.

3.1.2.3. Anthropological Argument.  Humanity universally has a sense of morality, and / or need for a greater power, and / or sense of eternity, etc.  Such awareness could only come from God.

3.1.2.4. 
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Ontological Argument.  The ability to conceive a Supreme Being indicates the Being's existence.

3.1.3. Evidential apologetics.  Appeal to specific evidences, facts, or data.  Typical arguments: accuracy of Scripture, accuracy of prophecy, miracles, changed lives.

3.1.4. Presuppositional Apologetics.  Appeal to systems that presupposes that all facts are interpreted within large systems of understanding.  Hence, individual facts have different meanings to different people. 

3.2. Additional thoughts.

3.2.1. All types of apologetics are probably useful.

3.2.2. Skepticism.  Because we are finite, it is probably impossible to be sure of anything beyond our own existence and uncertainty.  This is, however, where faith is important. 

3.2.3. “You can’t reason someone into the Kingdom of Heaven, but you can demonstrate that it is unreasonable for them to stay in the kingdom of the world” (BRM).

3.2.4. C. S. Lewis’ “Trilemma:” A person, like Jesus, who said He was God is either be insane, evil, or right.

3.2.5. Pascal's wager.  The argument that if God does not exist, believing in or not believing is neither greatly harmful or beneficial.  But, that if God does exist, not believing is ultimately harmful and believing is ultimately beneficial

3.2.6. Ferre argues that we may not be able to know absolute truth, but we can compare “metaphysical systems” (religions, philosophies, etc.) on the basis of how consistent and effective they are both internally and with respect to what else is known about the world.

Internally consistent?  Internally connected?  Externally descriptive?  Externally effective?

3.2.7. The Eschatological argument.  Although not provable now, no one will doubt when God returns.  (Eschatology is the study of the end times.)

3.2.8. Since presuppositional apologetics contains great truth, one’s systematic theology is a very important apologetic in and of itself.

3.3. Passages.

3.3.1. 1Pet 3:15.  Always be ready to give and answer with meekness and fear.

4. Bibliology  Glossary Index  (Many passages are included for clarity.  Only passages listed in the "Passage" section at the end need be known for Data Overview Assements.)
4.1. Terminology.

4.1.1. 
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Apocrypha.  "From hiding."  Books primarily composed between the testament that are included in the Catholic and Orthodox canons, but not in most Protestant Bibles.

4.1.2. Authority.  The force behind the Bible.

4.1.3. Autograph.  The original of a document.  We possess no autographs.

4.1.4. Bible.  "Book."  Named after the town of "Biblos," the seaport through which much of the papyrus for making books was shipped.

4.1.5. Canon.  List of books in Scripture.  Based on the Hebrew qaneh and the Greek kanon meaning read.  Reads were used for measuring.
Codex.  The modern book form we have today as opposed to the scroll form.

4.1.6. Council of Jamnia or Jabneh.  Rabbinical council about the end of the first century that some liberal scholars believe established the Hebrew canon.  Conservative scholars find little evidence for this.

Divisions of the Hebrew Bible: Torah, Law; Nebiim, Prophets; Ke[h]tubim, Writings. 

4.1.7. 
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Inerrancy.  The belief that Scripture is without error.

4.1.8. Inspiration.  The belief that God moved people to write the Bible as He wished it to be.

4.1.9. Limited inerrancy.  The belief that Scripture is inspired only in matters of faith and practice.

LXX / Septuagint.  The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible (our OT) made 100-200 years before Christ.

Masoretic Text.  The traditional text of the Hebrew Bible.  Our copies date from about 900 ce.

Muratorian Canon.  The oldest orthodox canon.  From the second century.

Plenary, verbal, inspiration.  Every, word, inspired.

Scroll.  Writing on long sheets of materials that were then transported or stored in rolls.

Textual criticism.  An art and science that attempts to reconstruct the original of a document from existing copies.

4.1.10. Theories of Inspiration.  How God inspired Scripture.

Intuition.  Inspiration is the natural ability of the human authors.

Illumination.  Inspiration is the natural ability of the human authors enhanced by the Spirit. 

Negation.  Inspiration is the Spirit preventing the human authors from writing what is wrong.

4.1.10.1. Dynamic theory.  Inspiration is the Spirit's content and the words of the human authors.

4.1.10.2. Verbal.  Inspiration is the Spirit's content and words in harmony with the human authors.

4.1.10.3. Dictation.  Inspiration is the Spirit's content and words without reference to the human authors.

4.1.11. Vulgate.  The Latin Bible traceable to the early centuries.  

4.2. Arguments for canon.

4.2.1. The OT Canon 

4.2.1.1. There was no great debate among the Jews.

4.2.1.2. The OT books reference each other.

4.2.1.3. 
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Josephus (a first century Jewish scholar) supports it.

4.2.1.4. No debates between the Jewish leaders and Jesus.

4.2.1.5. Jesus supported the OT canon. 

4.2.1.6. The NT quotes the OT as authoritative.

4.2.2. The NT canon.

4.2.2.1. Jesus promised a faithful record. 

4.2.2.2. Peter speaks of Paul's letters as Scripture (2 Pet 3:15-16). 

4.2.3. The OT and NT.

4.2.3.1. Supported by the Fathers.

4.2.4. The Apocrypha.  Not accepted as part of the Protestant canon because of errors.

4.3. Arguments for Inerrancy.  (Possible mnemonic: “U” “C” SAM JAM! – “Unique Consistency is the Source of Authorship about Martyrdom for Jesus in an Archaeological Manuscript”)

4.3.1. Uniqueness.  The uniqueness of the Bible as the most influential book in history.

4.3.2. Consistency.  The consistency of the Bible in spite of many authors, circumstances, and centuries of composition.  

4.3.3. Source.  The source of supernatural information in the Bible comes from God, madness, or evil.

4.3.4. Authorship.  The authors would not lie and write a book about their own damnation.

4.3.5. Martyrdom.  The martyrdom of Bible writers indicates their sincerity.

4.3.6. Jesus believed Scripture inerrant.  To deny Scripture is to deny Christ's divinity.

4.3.7. Archaeology.  The archaeological evidence is accurate.

4.3.8. Manuscripts.  The manuscripts of Bible are 10 times the numbers of any other ancient document.

The prophecies are accurate.

The Bible testifies to its own power.

4.4. Passages.

4.4.1. Matt 4.  Jesus resists the Devil with Scripture.  "It is written."

4.4.2. Gal 1:8.  Even angels should not be believed if they disagree with Scripture.

4.4.3. 2 Tim 3:16-17.  All Scripture is inspired by God.

4.4.4. 2 Pet 1:20-21.  There is no secret interpretation of Scripture.  Scripture was written by persons moved by the Holy Ghost.

5. Theology Proper  Glossary Index  (Many passages are included for clarity.  Only passages listed in the "Passage" section at the end need be known for Data Overview Assements.)
5.1. Theology (Proper).  God: existence, nature “Proper” is included to distinguish this study from the study of theology in general.

5.1.1. Nature.  Discusses the qualities of God.

5.1.1.1. Essence and Attributes

5.1.1.1.1. Alive.  God is a living being, not merely a force.

5.1.1.1.2. Spirit.  God is spirit.  He does not have a material body. 

5.1.1.1.3. Unity.  God is one being, although He is a Trinity of persons.

5.1.1.1.4. Infinite.  God exists through and beyond all space.     

5.1.1.1.5. Eternal.  God exists through and beyond all time.     

5.1.1.1.6. Immutable.  God does not change.     

5.1.1.1.7. Omnipresent.  God is everywhere. 

5.1.1.1.8. Omniscient.  God knows all.     

5.1.1.1.9. Omnipotent.  God is all-powerful.     

5.1.1.1.10.  Sovereign.  God rules all.    

5.1.1.1.11.  Invisible.  God is beyond normal perception.     

5.1.1.1.12.  Person.  God is a person not a thing.     

5.1.1.1.13.  Truth.  God is the basis of reality.

5.1.1.1.14.  Holy.  God is perfect purity.     

5.1.1.1.15. Gracious.  God gives to those who don't deserve.     

5.1.1.1.16.  Immanent.  God is incredibly near to us.

5.1.1.1.17. Transcendent.  God is incredibly beyond us.

5.1.1.1.18. Love.  God is love.

 Good.  God has the best motives.     

 Free.  God is not controlled by anything or anyone.

 Righteous.  God is the expression of lawfulness.     

 Faithful.  God is true and trustworthy.     

5.1.1.2. Names (verse references and occurrences not required).  God reveals Himself in His names.

5.1.1.2.1. 
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Adonai Lord.

5.1.1.2.2. El power, preeminence: "the mighty one."

5.1.1.2.3. 
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Elohim (majesterial) plural 700x god 2300x God.

El Elohe Israel The God of Israel Gen 33:20

El Elyon Most High Gen 14:22

El Olam Everlasting Gen 21:33 cf Ps 90:2 Isa 40:28

El Roi Who Sees G16:13

El Shaddai Near, All-Sufficient Gen 17:1-20

Elohim Yish'enu our savior P65:5

5.1.1.2.4. Yahweh / Jehovah  “tetragrammaton” Mic 4:5 "I Am [becoming]" preferred to "lord."

 Yhwh Elohim The Mighty One Jjudg 5:3 Isa 17:6

Yhwh El Gemolah of recompense Jer 51:56

 Yhwh Maccaddeshem Sanctifier Exod 31:13 
 Yhwh Nakeh Who Smites Ezek 7:9

 Yhwh Nissi Banner Exod 17:15 

 Yhwh Raah My Shepherd Ps 23:1

 Yhwh Roph'ekha Physician, Healer Exod 15:26 

 Yhwh Sabbaoth Of Armies, Glory Ps 24:10 Isa 6:3

 Yhwh Shalom Peace Judg 6:24 

 Yhwh Shammah Who Is Present Ezek 48:35 

5.1.1.2.5. 
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 Yhwh Tsidkenu Our Righteousness Jer 23:6 33:16

5.1.1.2.6.  Yhwh Yireh Will Provide Gen 22:8-14 

5.1.1.2.7.  Abba "Papa" (Aramaic) Mark 14:36; Rom 8:15-16 

5.1.1.2.8.  Christos Christ, Messiah, Anointed One John 1:41

5.1.1.2.9. 
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 Kurios Lord Luke 1:46

5.1.1.2.10. 
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 Logos Word, Reason John 1:1

5.1.1.2.11. 
[image: image30.png]


 Soter Savior Luke 1:47

5.1.1.2.12.  Theos God or god Luke 1:47

5.1.1.2.13.  Yeshua Yhwh (Jesus), Is Salvation (Aramaic) Matt 16:13-16 

 Pater Father Matt 6:9

5.1.2. Trinity.  Christian theology recognizes that Scripture speaks of one God (unity) in three persons (Father, Son, and Spirit).  This is the doctrine of the Trinity.  

5.1.2.1. One being of God in three persons (equal in substance and importance but differing in roles) is the orthodox formula.  This may be demonstrated as follows.

5.1.2.1.1. Unity is demonstrated in Scripture, e.g.
5.1.2.1.1.1. 
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 The Shema (the Hebrew “to hear”) Deut 6:4. 

5.1.2.1.1.2. Mark 12:30.  Jesus’ quoting of the Shema. 

5.1.2.1.2. The three persons are demonstrated in Scripture, e.g.
5.1.2.1.2.1. Matt 28:19 the baptismal formula of the great commission.

5.1.2.1.2.2. 2 Cor 13:14 the apostolic benediction.

5.1.2.2. Heresies. 

Dynamic Monarchianism.  One person in three sequential manifestations.

5.1.2.2.1. Jesus Only.  A modern Dynamic Monarchianism, found among some early Pentecostals.

Modalistic Monarchianism.  One person in three manifestations.

Tri-Theism.  The belief that there are three separate gods.

Subordinationism.  The belief that some members of the Trinity have a lesser nature.

5.1.2.2.1.1. 
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Arianism.  A form of subordinationism that teaches that Jesus was a divine but created being, “There once was when He was not.”

Pneumatomachianism.  Literally “spirit fighters.”  A form of subordinationism that teaches that the Spirit is merely a force. 

5.2. Passages.

5.2.1. Deut 6:4.  The shema.  "Hear O Israel, the Lord you God is one.  Teaches that God is one.

5.2.2. Mark 12:30.  Jesus’ quoting of the Shema.      
5.2.3. Matt 28:19.  The baptismal formula of the great commission teaching the three persons of God..

5.2.4. 2 Cor 13:14.  The apostolic benediction teaching the three persons of God.

5.2.5. Isa 57:15.  God is both immanent and transcendent. 

5.2.6. 1 John 4:8,10.  God is love. 

6. Cosmology  Glossary Index  (Many passages are included for clarity.  Only passages listed in the "Passage" section at the end need be known for Data Overview Assessments.)
6.1. Theories of Creation.  These may be atheistic (#1, 2) or God-based (#3-4).  Most hold to an old earth / universe of 4+ billion years (#1-4), one to a young earth of less than 10,000 years (#6), and one can support a young or an old earth (#5).

#1 Spontaneous creation theory.  There is no God.  The universe came into being by chance long ago.

#2 Eternal existence theory.  There is no God.  The universe has always been in existence.

6.1.1. #3 Day Age Theory.  The days of Genesis 1 are symbolic references to great periods of time in which particular types of creation occurred.  The earth is old.

6.1.2. #4 Gap Theory.  There is a great gap of time between the original creation of the (old) earth in approximately Gen 1:1, and the recent (young earth) recreation in Gen 1:2 and following.  This is because God had to destroy the original creation because it was populated by evil angels or the like.

6.1.3. #5 Figurative or Framework Theory.  The account of Gen 1-2 is merely to proclaim God’s glory.  It does not give us scientific data about the age of the earth.  It may be young or old.

6.1.4. #6 Literal and / or 6 Day Theory.  Genesis 1-2 describes 6 basically literal days of creation in the recent past.  It is a young earth.

6.2. Related terms

Hexameron.  Greek referring to the six days of creation.

6.2.1. Gen 1.  The creation of the world described in six “days.”

6.2.2. Philosophical issues.

6.2.2.1. Appearance of Age.  God created the universe recently but did so in a mature state, so it only appears old, e.g. Adam.

6.2.2.2. 
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Ex nihilo.  Latin for "out of nothing," God created the universe and before it not even nothing existed.

Geochronometer.  Earth (geo), time (chrono), measurer (meter).  Mechanism for measuring the age of the earth.

Thermodynamics.  The scientific principle that things tend toward randomness, hence, the universe I running down indicating a recent start date.

Scientific issues.  Generally, the scientific issues seem to favor an old earth.  They may be reinterpreted in line with Scripture, as below.

Astrophysics.  Since light travels at a finite speed (about 186,272 miles per second) it seems that to see stars that are vast distances away, the universe would have to have existed for millions of years.  Young earthers appeals to the appearance of age, saying light was created on the way.

Demographics.  The study of populations suggests to some that the earth must be young or else there would be far more people today.  Wars, famine, etc. make this a weak argument either way.

The Flood.  If the Flood is universal, it explains much of geology.

Geology.  The nature of the surface of the earth.

Fossils.  Patterns from dead organic in the earth's surface.

Magnetosphere.  The magnetic field of the earth, that seems to be weakening.  This may be because of a continuing trend.    

Radiometric dating.  Using the decay of radioactive isotopes to establish the passage of time.

6.3. Passages.

6.3.1. Gen 1.  Creation story.

6.3.2. Heb 11:3.  We know God as creator by faith.

7. Angelology  Glossary Index 

7.1. Concepts.

7.1.1. 
[image: image34.png]


Angelos / Angeloi.  Angel/s or messenger/s.

7.1.2. 
[image: image35.png]


Demon, Demonology.  Evil spirit, the study of evil spirits.  

7.1.3. Lucifer.  "Light bearer."  Debated reference to Satan.

7.1.4. Oppression.  The influence of an evil spirit.

7.1.5. 
[image: image36.png]


Pneuma.  Greek for wind, breath, spirit.

7.1.6. Possession.  The control of an evil spirit.

7.1.7. Satan.  "Accuser" or "Adversary."  The ultimate person of evil in the universe.

7.1.8. 
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Ruach.  Hebrew for wind, breath, spirit.

7.2. Passages.

7.2.1. Gen 6.  The sons' of God coming down to the daughters of men.

7.2.2. Isa 14.  The five "I wills" of Satan.  Lucifer?

7.2.3. Ezek 28.  "King of Tyre."  Satan?

7.2.4. Matt 4.  Jesus using God's word against Satan.

7.2.5. Rev 12:9.  The Old Serpent, the Devil, and Satan are the same. 
8. Essay Questions  To Glossary Index  In your best interest, the kindly professor reserves the right to assign potential, specific essay questions from the course materials usefully prior to DOAs.
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