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Know everything that is NOT within () or in small print!

1. AG doctrine.  (T= Fundamental Truth, know content, chapter, verse; P= Position Paper; B= Bylaws.) 

1.1. T Preamble: The Fundamental Truths are basis for fellowship, their language is not critical.

1.2. T 1: The Bible is inspired by God, 2Tim 3:15-17; 2Pet 1:21.

1.2.1. The autographs, original documents, of the Protestant canon were completely inspired (P 1).

1.3. T 2: God is one being in a Trinity of three persons Deut 6:4; Matt 28:19. 

1.4. T 3: Christ is deity or God: virgin birth, Matt 1:23; sinlessness, Heb 7:26; miracles, Acts 2:22; substitutionary death, 1Cor 15:3; resurrection 1Cor 15:4; exaltation, Heb 1:3.

1.5. T 4: Humanity: created holy, sinned in Adam, Gen 1-3; Rom 5:12-21.

1.5.1. Biblical creation is real, historical, and non-evolutionary (P 11).

1.6. T 5: Salvation: through Christ alone (a) Conditions: repentance to God, faith in Jesus, regeneration by the Spirit, justified by grace, Titus 3:5-7; (b) Evidences: Spirit, Rom 8:16; outward works, Titus 2:12. 

1.6.1. A believer’s security in salvation requires maintaining a relationship (P 12; B IX.B.1).

1.6.2. No conditional works for salvation (B IX.B.2.).

1.7. T 7: Spirit Baptism: enduement of power distinct from and subsequent to salvation, Acts 1:4, 8. 

1.8. T 8: Tongues: initial physical evidence of Spirit baptism, Acts 2:4. 

1.8.1. Doctrine (e.g., initial physical evidence) can be based on Bible history (P 16).

1.9. T 9: Sanctification: Necessary separation from evil and dedication to God by the Spirit identifying with Christ's death and submitting all, Rom 6:1-13; 8:13. 

1.9.1. Evil spirits are real, should be resisted, cannot possess believers (P 2).

1.9.2. Divorce (except for adultery or an unbelieving spouse divorces) and remarriage are sin; such persons may minister but not hold office (P 3; B IX.B.5.b.).

1.9.3. Homosexuality is a sin, homosexuals can be saved (P 13).

1.9.4. Gambling is a sin with spiritual and social aspects (P 17).

1.9.5. Transcendental Meditation is a spiritual evil (P 7).

1.9.6. Positive confession: distortion of appropriate faith (P15).

1.9.7. Drinking alcohol is a sin spiritually and socially (P 18).

1.9.8. Abortion is a sin, murdering a human being (P 19).

1.10. T 12: Healing: Gospel privilege of all believers, Matt 8:16-17 (also P 5).

1.11. T 6: Ordinances: Baptism by immersion, Matt 28:19; Lord's Supper in 2 elements, 1Cor 11:26.

1.12. T 10: Mission: Evangelize the world, build believers, worship God, Matt 28:19-20. 

1.12.1. Body ministry must be in balance with official ministry (P 4).

1.12.2. Discipleship and submission: excess must be avoided (P 6).

1.12.3. The Kingdom or reign of God is a present and future reality (P 20).

1.13. T 11: Ministry: leadership for T 10, Eph 4:11-16.

1.13.1. Deacons spiritually and Trustees legally assist the pastor or elder (P 8). 

1.13.2. Ordination is a public acknowledgment of divine call (P 10).

1.13.3. Women have full right to ministry (P 21).

1.13.4. A philosophy of ministry (P 22).

1.14. T 13: Blessed Hope: Imminent return of Christ to resurrect the dead and rapture the living, Titus 2:13. 

1.14.1. The Rapture will occur before the great tribulation (P 14). 

1.14.2. No setting dates for the Lord's return (B IX.B.3.b.).

1.14.3. No post-tribulation rapture or rapture after the tribulation period (B IX.B.3.c.).

1.14.4. No Amillennialism or millennium in heaven, it is on earth (B IX.B.3.d). 

1.15. T 14: Millennial reign of Christ: 1000 years, earthly, peaceful, and Israel restored, Rev 20:1-6. 

1.16. T 15: Final Judgment: to eternal punishment, Rev 20:11-15. 

1.16.1. All evil persons and creatures shall suffer eternally in hell (P 9; B IX.B.3.a.).

1.17. T 16: New Heavens and Earth: promised to the saved, Rev 21-22.

2. Encyclopedia of theology.  The topics studied in theology.

2.1. Christian Theology.  Everything below.

2.1.1. Exegetical Theology.  Interpreting Scripture.

2.1.1.1. Biblical Introduction.  Survey of Biblical books.

2.1.1.2. Canonics.  Which books are Biblical, etc. 

2.1.1.3. Hermeneutics.  Principles and practices of interpretation. 
2.1.1.4. Exegesis.  Practice of interpretation. 

2.1.1.5. Historical hermeneutics.  The history of hermeneutics.

2.1.2. Biblical Theology.  Biblical themes by author, genre, period, etc.

2.1.3. Historical Theology.  History of theology.

2.1.4. Christian, Doctrinal, or Systematic Theology.  Study God, the universe, and their relations.  

2.1.4.1. Prolegomena.  Introduction to, or, the what, why, and how of theology.

2.1.4.2. Apologetics.  The defense of the faith.

2.1.4.3. Bibliology.  Canon, inspiration, and authority of Scripture; other kinds of revelation. 

2.1.4.4. Theology (Proper).  God: existence, nature, and rule of the universe.

2.1.4.5. Cosmology.  Universe: creation, providence.

2.1.4.6. Angelology.  Angels and created spirit beings: origin, nature, work.

2.1.4.7. Anthropology.  Humanity: origin, nature or parts, image of God, definition.

2.1.4.8. Hamartiology.  Sin: source, nature, result.

2.1.4.9. Christology.  Jesus Christ: nature and person, work. 

2.1.4.10. Soteriology.  Salvation: what, on what basis, sanctification. 

2.1.4.11. Pneumatology.  Holy Spirit: person, work.

2.1.4.12. Ecclesiology.  Church: definition, mission, government, ordinances.

2.1.4.13. Eschatology.  Death and end times. 

2.1.5. Practical Theology.  The practice of theology.

2.1.5.1. Ethics.  Right action.

2.1.5.2. Catechetics.  Teaching.

2.1.5.3. Liturgics.  Worship.

2.1.5.4. Canonics.  Church law.

2.1.5.5. Homiletics.  Preaching. 

2.1.5.6. Evangelistics.  Witnessing, missions.

2.1.5.7. Pastoral Theology.  Counseling, management, etc.

2.1.5.8. The devotional life.  The devotional life.

2.2. Ethnic Theology.  The study of other religions.  Methods of study: 

2.2.1. History of religions.  Examining the evolutionary development of religions.

2.2.2. Comparative religions.  Comparing the history, beliefs, and practices of religions .

3. Anthropology.  Humanity: origin, nature or parts, image of God, definition.

3.1. Human origins.

3.1.1. Theories as the creation of humanity.

3.1.1.1. Atheistic Evolution.  There is no God.  The universe and humanity evolved. 

3.1.1.2. Deistic Evolution.  God only began the universe in such a way that humanity evolved. 

3.1.1.3. Theistic Evolution.  Like Deistic, but God intervenes to adjust the process of evolution.

3.1.1.4. Progressive Creationism.  Like theistic, but God miraculously creates new species over time.

3.1.1.5. Fiat Creationism.  God created the universe and all species, miraculously, in six days.

3.1.2.  Evolution.  The belief that things, especially animals and people, can emerge from more primitive forms.  It is applied to all areas of natural and social science.

3.1.2.1. Macro evolution speaks of evolution between species.  This is most controversial.

3.1.2.2. Micro evolution is the accepted fact of evolution (e.g. the breeding of dogs) within species.  

3.1.2.3. The ancient Greeks first articulated evolution.

3.1.2.4. Charles Darwin’s book Origin of Species is the first great modern work.

3.1.2.5. Classical evolution says that one species evolved from another gradually over time. 

3.1.2.6. Natural selection or survival of the fittest is the mechanism of classical evolution.  By chance some creatures were better adapted to their environment and these survived.

3.1.2.7. Punctuated equilibrium, new theory of evolution that says changes happened in great leaps.

3.1.2.8. Intermediate forms.  There are no fossils "between" species as was predicted by Classical Evolution.  This lack of evidence led to the development of punctuated equilibrium. 

3.1.2.9. Fossils.  There are no "intermediate forms."

3.1.2.10. Biological complexity.  Living things are too complex to have arisen by chance, e.g., DNA.

3.1.2.11. No artificial life.  Since life can't be created under ideal conditions, evolution seems improbable.

3.1.3. Evolution seems scientifically weak and against the Biblical record of God’s special creation.

3.2. Nature of humanity.  Discusses the number of “parts” with in the human being.  Three major positions.

3.2.1. Monism.  Persons are a radical unity having no parts.

3.2.2. Dichotomy.  Persons have two main parts body and soul or soul-spirit.

3.2.3. Trichotomy.  Person have three main parts: body, soul (thoughts and psychology), and spirit.

3.2.4. Conditional Monism or Conditional Unity.  Persons are basically monistic, but at times (e.g. death) can be separated.  Since Scripture can support a variety of positions, Conditional Monism seems most valid.

3.3. Image of God or Imago Dei (Latin).  Discusses of the nature of the image.  Three major positions.

3.3.1. Ontological or Structural.  The image is actually some (usually spiritual) thing within the person.  Often related to will or intellect.  The traditional view.

3.3.2. Relational.  The image is being in relationship with God.  We are like a mirror reflecting God.  

3.3.3. Functional.  The image has to do with humanity taking dominion over the world.

3.3.4. It seems all of these have some truth, but that the Ontological or Structural is fundamental.

3.4. Origin of the Soul or Psyche (Greek).  Discusses from where souls come.

3.4.1. Creationism.  God makes a new soul for each person near the time of conception.  Orthodox.

3.4.2. Traducianism.  God made all soul-stuff at or near the beginning and stored it in Adam and or Eve who passed it to each new generation.  Also orthodox.

3.4.3. Storehouse.  God made all souls near the beginning and then store-housed them until needed by babies.

3.5. Passages.

3.5.1. Gen 1.  The creation of humanity.

3.5.2. Gen 2.  The Image is given to humanity.

3.5.3. Matt 22 (:37-40) // Mark 12 (:30-31).  Love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength.  

4. Hamartiology.  The study of the doctrine of sin, its definition, source, nature, and result.

4.1. Hamartia.  Basic Greek term for sin.  "Missing the mark."

4.2. Sin is contrary to God's law that may be expressed as.

4.2.1. A nature within persons.

4.2.2. An attitude.

4.2.3. Doing evil, sin of commission.

4.2.4. Not doing good, sin of omission. 

4.3. Any sin is sufficient to damn, but some have worse effects than others.

4.4. Original Sin.  The doctrine that the sin of Adam and Eve affected all of humanity.  Three major positions.

4.4.1. Pelagianism.  The heretical position that sin is passed on only through social influences.

4.4.2. Realism.  We, as “soul stuff” were inside Adam and/or Eve, and actually participated with them in the first sin (see traducianism).  Thus we are guilty and God judged us with corruption.  Orthodox.

4.4.3. Federalism.  Adam was the governmental (or federal) head of the race.  His rebellion against God made us all enemies of God.  Thus, we are guilty and God judged us with corruption.  Orthodox.

4.5. The Unpardonable Sin is the final rejection of the Holy Spirit speaking to the heart.

4.6. Passages.

4.6.1. Gen 3.  The fall of humanity.

4.6.2. Rom 3 (:23)  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

4.6.3. Rom 5 (:12-21).  Original sin.

5. Christology.  The study of Jesus Christ. 

5.1. Jesus Seminar.  Some modern scholars who believe Jesus actually said only 18% of what is in Scripture. 

5.2. Person of Christ.  Orthodox: He has a full human nature and a full divine nature, harmoniously in 1 person.  Four heresies concerning the person and nature of Jesus Christ.

5.2.1. Adoptionism and Ebionism.  He is 1 person with only a human nature "adopted" by God. 

5.2.2. Arianism.  He is 1 person with a human nature and a created only semi-divine nature.

5.2.3. Eutychianism.  He is 1 person with one nature that is a mixture of human and divine.

5.2.4. Nestorianism.  He is virtually 2 persons and 2 natures in one body.

5.3. Work.  The discussion of what Jesus has done, especially in relation to saving humanity.

5.3.1. Offices (think of these as roles) of Christ. 

5.3.1.1. Prophet.  The source of prediction, one Who predicted, and the fulfillment of the predictions.

5.3.1.2. Priest.  Intercedes for His people and who both brings and is the sacrifice.

5.3.1.3. King.  Rules of the universe.

5.3.2. Stages (there are three stages, two have additional comments).

5.3.2.1. Pre-incarnate.  From before time to His coming into the world.

5.3.2.2. Humiliation.  His time on earth.  Even for God to assume human form is humiliation.

5.3.2.2.1. Kenotic theory refers to Christ's "emptying" himself in the incarnation.

5.3.2.3. Glorification.  From His crucifixion and / or ascension into eternity.

5.3.2.3.1. Session of Christ.  His presence at the Father's right hand interceding for His people.

5.3.3. Atonement theories.  (There are many more.)  Atonement literally means to make "at one."

5.3.3.1. Socinian or Example.  Christ died as a lesson to us.

5.3.3.2. Moral Influence.  Christ died to inspire us.

5.3.3.3. Ransom.  Christ died as a payment to Satan for humanity.

5.3.3.4. Penal Substitution.  Christ died in our place to pay our debt to God.

5.3.4. Penal substitution is the foundational theory.  The others may have aspects of the truth.

5.4. Passages.

5.4.1. Rom 5 (:6).  Christ died for us while we were ungodly.

5.4.2. Phil 2 (:1-11).  Christ's emptying of Himself in the humiliation.

6. Soteriology.  Salvation: what, on what basis, sanctification. 

6.1. How do God and humanity interact in salvation?

6.1.1. Agnosticism.  There is not enough Biblical data to come to a conclusion.

6.1.2. Pelagian.  We are each the "Adam of our own soul" saved by our works.  Heretical.

6.1.3. Semi-Pelagian.  We start the salvation process, but only God can complete it.  Heretical.

6.1.4. Universalism.  Everyone is saved, either now or in the afterlife.  Heretical.

6.1.5. Calvinism.  After John Calvin.  God does it all, we have no choice.  Note his "5 points" or TULIP.

6.1.5.1. Total Depravity.  Since the fall, all people hate God.

6.1.5.2. Unconditional Election.  People have nothing to do with being chosen by God.

6.1.5.3. Limited Atonement.  Christ died only for the elect or saved ones.

6.1.5.4. Irresistible Grace.  God's offer of salvation cannot be resisted.

6.1.5.5. Perseverance of the Saints.  Also called Eternal Security.  Once saved, always saved.

6.1.6. Arminianism.  After James Arminius.  People have a choice in responding to God's call.

6.1.6.1. Total Depravity.  Since the fall, all people hate God.

6.1.6.2. Election based on foreseen faith.  God chooses people based His future knowledge.

6.1.6.3. Universal Atonement.  Christ died for everyone.

6.1.6.4. Resistible Grace.  People can go against God's grace.

6.1.6.5. Saints may choose to fall.  People can choose to loose their salvation.

6.1.7. Arminianism is to be preferred to Calvinism, because Scripture teaches.

6.1.7.1. God hardened Pharaoh's heart only after Pharaoh rejected God.

6.1.7.2. God wishes all to be saved. 

6.1.7.3. Some people fall away.  

6.1.7.4. Universal atonement.  

6.1.7.5. Universal offer of salvation.  

6.2. Elements of salvation (a few).

6.2.1. Repentance.  Confessing and, with God's help, following His ways.

6.2.2. Faith.  Believing in God in a way that affects our whole life.

6.2.3. Conversion.  Turning from sin to God.

6.2.4. Adoption.  We are adopted into God's family.

6.2.5. Justification.  Because Christ paid my debt it is "just as if I never sinned."

6.2.6. Regeneration.  Being born again.

6.2.7. Glorification.  Uniting with God in heaven.

6.3. Sanctification.  Turning from sin to God.  There are six major positions.

6.3.1. Reformed.  1 stage: a gradual upward process.

6.3.2. Dispensational.  3 stages: the Natural or unsaved, Carnal Christian, and Spiritual person.

6.3.3. Keswick.  2 stages: defeated Christian, Victorious Christian by "letting go and letting God.”

6.3.4. Wesleyan.  2 works of grace: salvation, "Perfection" without voluntary sin.

6.3.5. Pentecostal.  2 stages: salvation, Spirit Baptism with additional infillings.  AG.

6.3.6. Holiness Pentecostal.  3 stages: salvation, perfection, Spirit Baptism.

6.4. Other issues.

6.4.1. Supererogation.  Catholic belief that believers can have excess good works that are credited to others.

6.4.2. NT salvation requires the presence of the Spirit not necessarily baptism.

6.4.3. Age of accountability.  The assumption that below a certain age, children are not judged.

6.4.4. What about those who have not heard?

6.4.4.1. Agnosticism.  No one can be sure who may be saved.

6.4.4.2. Restrictivism.  Only those who believe the Gospel are saved.

6.4.4.3. Inclusivism.  All are judged according to what they know.

6.4.4.4. Universalism.  All are saved.

6.5. Passages.

6.5.1. John 3 (:16).  God loved the world enough to save it through the sacrifice of His son.

6.5.2. Rom 8 (:9).  To be saved is to have the Spirit.  

6.5.3. Heb 9 (:27).  There is one death and then judgment.

